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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Thb sttlaject ,of the following short Memoir was a faith- 
Ail minister of Christy dearly loved and honoured where- 
ever he was known ; but, from a native unobtrusiveness of 
character and from having contracted retired habits by 
dose study, not very extensively known in the churches of 
Christ. He was the intimate companion of my youth. 
Behig about the same age, and leaving the same views, we 
contracted a mutual friendship, which continued unbroken 
and unabated from the 14th year of our ages to the pe- 
riod of his death. The Diary I obtained from his family. 
In reading it, I felt no common interest: indeed I might 
blush deeply in perasiug the authentic documents of the 
eminent religious attainments of my dear friend. 

From my earliest acquaintance with him, I could not 
but esteem Mr. Shirreff truly pious; but his attainments 
in true Christianityi as exhibited in these papers, have 
aman^ me. Such knowledge of his own heart, such 
Christian oonfldenoe, deep humility, true resignation, de- 
votedness to Ood and his cause, 9X^ truly admirable, 

I hope these papers of Mr. and Mrs, Shirreff will, under 
a divine blessing, be useful to many, both ministers and 
private Christians, 

It is pleasant to find so much eminent Christianity 
among us, and to see that there are still some who are in- 
deed the epistles of Christ, seen and read of all men. 



JOHN BROWN. 



Whitburn, 
January % 1821; 
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BRIEF NOTICES 



07 TBE LATE 



BEV. EGBERT SHIRREFF, 

OF TRANENT. 



This most amiable man^ devout Christian, and 
faithM minister, was bom in the year 1754, at 
Wester>Bioomhouse, near Dunbar, in East Lo- 
thian. His father, Mr. William Shirreff, was t^i«^ 
pious and respectable tenant of that farm, and kgi.. 
elder in the associate congregation of Dunbar. At 
what period Robert began to seek the Lord Grbd of 
his fathers, it is impossible to say ; but it is cer* 
tain that his religious impressions were of a very 
early date. To an intimate friend he stated, that 
some serious advices addressed to his elder brothers by 
the late venerable Mr. Hutton of Dalkeith, when on 
a visit at Brodmhouse, being overheard by him, then 
little more than an infant, deeply a£^ted him. He 
received his grammar-school education at Dunbar ; 
and while residing there, was in the habit of attends 
ing a prayer^meeting held in the house of a near 
relative. At this period of his lile.he was distin* 
guished by a peculiarly pleasing seriousness of de^ 
meanour ; and the writer of this recollects with me- 
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lancholy delight having been on one occasion the 
unsuspected ear witness of his fervent secret devo« 
tions. The works of the Rev. Ralph Erskine, pub* 
lished about this time, in 2 vols, folio, were read by 
him with much interest and advantage. In No« 
vember 1771, he commenced his literary and phi- 
losophical studies in the university of Edinburgh ; 
and after the ordinary course, placed himself under 
the care of the Rev. John Brown of Haddington, 
Professor of Divinity «ind^ the inspection of the 
Associate Synod. Having finished his five years 
^f thedogical study, lie was licensed by ^Asso- 
ciate P)*esl]grtery of Edinburgh on the Sd of MarcSi, 
177& ; and was ordained, by the same presbytery, 
pastor of the lately formed congregation of Tranent^ 
to which be had been unanimously called, on the 
B&L of January, 1779. On February 29, 1788, he 
was married to Miss Marjory Hutton, youngest 
daughter of the Rev. William Hutton, Da^eitb, a 
young lady tif juncbnimon piety and accompli^* 
ments; bat of whom it pleased Providence to de» 
prive him within eighteen months. She died in 
child-bed, leaving an infant daughter. How deep» 
ly he felt, ;and:hDW pi^iently he bore this affliction, 
9rill appear from the fidlowing papers. Having^con- 
tinned a widower fiir several years, he again mar- 
«3ed MtBs Margaret Watson of Haddington, a pioiw 
Tespectsfble young lady, who surviv^ him, and by 
"whom be has left a numerous family. In the dis- 
diarge of his minis^ial duties he was most regu- 
lar, diEgent, faithful, and affectionate : he waa re* 
tired in his habits; juid his studies and reading 
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weife ebteflft Uioi^h not exclusively, tfaeologieati 
Tbe book of God was his &votti'ite eomp^^moa n and*^ 
as a preacher^ he was m^hty ki the Scripdare^t la 
^ bosom of his own &imly his. nwrnec^L were siiB* 
gulaily affibcdoaate a&d engaging* He posfi«B»^ 
an UDomuaaon taleoi for religiAmsf eoAversatdoQr and 
seemed to find great enjoyment in this exerwe^ 
He. usually spent a considerable time every dayi in 
his plaoe of worship, in soUtaiy leligioiis iiiedit»* 
ftioii. During the earlier part o£ his ministry > Im 
was blessed with i^ very g^od state of healthy and it 
was Gonseientiously devoted to the service of hia 
Master. In ecmse^uence of a severe nerydus feves 
m 1800> hia last years were afflicted with Mttlmm* 
But» under many infirmities^ he ecmtinned. i» dis? 
charge all his ministerial dutiep. So giieat. wa^ hia 
delight in these^ that even in h^s last day% Im ha^ 
during a. coosidecaUe past of the yeaiTj^ an evwiii|( 
lectuare in his meeting-bouse ; and frequently, on i| 
simuner evauDg^ used to preach in the surrounding 
villages^ When unable to visit the afflicted, he 
ixseA to send them letters of direction and com&rt< 
He &U^ deep interest in the rising generauon, and 
was an active supportcpr of Sabbath evening schools. 
He published nothing but some papers in the Christ 
tian Magai^in^' He died on Tbtursiday, January 
27,1830. . . 

The foUowis^ sk^i^ Qf bis oharaeter was written 
hy a very intimate Chjp^tian friend : '' F?om his 
earliest years this singularly pious man felt the in^ 
fiueufie.c^ divine tn^jh; and into what btsauteoui 
and delectable forms, it aft(^rwarda increased^ is well 
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known to many. He was welf prepared bj study, 
meditation, and prayer, for the duties of the pastoral 
office. The writer of this sketeh eannot but re- 
member the high tone of holy fervout with which, 
in the earlier part of his ministry, he held forth the 
word of life ; and how by degrees it softened down 
into that earnest, serious, and winning matiner, by 
which his public kbours were afterwards charac- 
terized. Devotion seemed to pour forth from: his 
lips in one continuous stream ; and that heart must 
have been cold and dead which could hear without 
emotion* With few pretensions to the ornaments 
of speeeh, by the' force of truth, by the p6wer of 
devotion, and by that command of himself in pub- 
lic, to which, by the divine blessing, he had emi- 
nently attained j he exercised over the minds of his 
hearers all the influence of an accomplished orator. 
They felt, because he was aflfected, they wept, be- 
tause he set the example ; the effect being aided 
by the happy prepossession that the good man spake 
out of the abundance of his heart, and had nothing 
in view but their welfare. The subjects on which 
lie insisted in the course of his ministry were the 
great leading doctrines of Christianity ; the illus- 
tration of which was drawn chiefly &om the foun- 
tain of truth, the sacred oracles, with which his 
mind was richly furnished. By what an affecting 
arrangement of Scripture language would he describe 
the misery aiid helplessness of oar nature ! and with 
what force launch forth the thunders of the Etemars 
vengeance against the sinner who goes on in his 
trespasses ! Nor were words smoother or more mov^ 
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hig ever employed to persuade men to See to tber 
Sftviottn When discoursing of the riches of SQVe« 
leign gbodnesS) of the exeelkncies of Jesus Christy 
Slid of iixe fufaiess of his grace, he was in his <xvm 
dement; and here he would dwell and dilate with 
a copiousness expressive of the pleasure which. he 
£blt He did not much approve of the conduct of 
many good and faithful men in devoting a whole 
sermon to the discussion of a particular vice, but he 
never neglected an opportunity of bearing an honest 
testimony against every unholy practice ; and when 
circumstances called for such a testimony^ this np^- 
portunity, he used to say, was never wanting in the 
ordinary course either of lecturing or of preaching. 
And as he warned his hearers against every thing 
which he conceived to be sinful, he urged them to 
holiness with an earnestness almost peculiar to him« 
self. . 

*^ His discourses were addressed to the heart, and. 
the style waa suited to his object, bring plain, glower, 
ing, sAidseriptural; the farthest removed p<»sihler 
c»^the one hand, from every i^ipearance of affecta*^ 
tt<m, and, OB the oth», from ail approach to meaiK 
sess and vulgarity* 

<< It may well be supposed that such principles and 
oljeets eould not exist without a holy practice ; and 
it is known to' many what he was in life, what an 
example to the believer in word, in conversation^ in 
diarity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 

<< He WBSjpcUient in tribulafiony not indeed fiom 
a selfish repulsive apathy, for his sensibilities were 
naturally strong, bit fimn those divine principles- 
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with which his whole spirit was imbued, and by 
whidi all his conduct was regulated. It was edify- 
ing to <)bserve his personal afflictiops, as they re- 
turned in succession, forming his character more 
and more into an almost perfect acquiescence in the 
will of God ; and. many of his hearers willlong re- 
member the happy e£Pect of a great domestic trial*, 
in those earnest addresses to the throne of grace; and 
those pathetic appeals to conscience in favour of 
&ith and resignation, by which it was followed. 

" The love of peace was a leading feature of his^ 
character. He lived in peace with all men. He 
enjoyed that peace which is the fruit of righteous- 
ness ; and his latter end, as might well be expect- 
ed, was peace. 

^' He was affectionate in his whole deportment 
To a stranger he might at first sight seem some- 
what inaccessible, but this apparent shyness was 
soon forgotten in the kindness and familiarity of 
m4)re particular intercourse. His love to the people 
of his charge was. fervent, and he was regarded by 
them in return with no less fervour. But his kind- 
ness was not confined to them ; he was a lover of 
all good men, and delighted in the society of the 
pious, to whatever denomination of Christians they 
might belong. He did not afiect to lead the con- 
versation when in company with his friends, but he, 
had the happy art, by some pious reflection, to ren- 
der it dignified and edifying. Th^rie is one part 
of his conduct, which is so characteristic that I can- 

• The death of his fint wife. . 
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not pass It without remark, I maan that unbending 
integrity for which he was eminently conspicuous : 
<< He feared God, and he had no other fear/^ Nor 
would any consideration of advantage or suffering 
tempt him ta swerve from the path of duty. I 
verily believe that although no penalty had been 
denoimced against insincerity, such were his id^sof 
moral rectitude, that he could not have h^n insin- 
cere ; and that although truth had not beeu com- 
manded, the very pleasure which he felt in the ob- 
servance of it would have secured his adherence to 
all its laws. He was an Israelite indei^, in whom 
was no guile. 

*^ I have only to add here, that he was most assi- 
duous in all the duties of a Christian pastor - He 
was willing to be spent in the cause of his Master ; 
and if there was a fault here, it was that he abound- 
ed in these duties beyond what his. strengdi could 
v^ell bear, 

<^ Such was this godly man, whose praise. is in 
the churches where he had an opportunity of being 
known. But among his people he lived, to them 
he was best known ; and they are his witnesses how 
holily, justly, and unblameably, he behaved himself 
among them. They know, likewise, how he ex- 
horted, and comforted, and charged everyone of 
them as a father doth his children, that they should 
walk worthy of God, who hath called theni to his 
kingdom and glory. By .the death of this righteous 
man his csountry has lost a true fiiend, the church one 
of its chief ornaments, his afflicted spouse an affec- 
tionate hu^and, who was ready to enter into all her 
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griefr a» wdU as jayt, the tender bcMttiiefl of die fii# 
mil^ ft principal locarce of their spiritual groirth sad 
vigour, his dear people have lost a iaithiiil pastor, 
iHio loiq^ much for them all ia the bowels of 
Jesus Christ; and, let the writer be permitted* to 
addy he has lost a dear and stedfast friend, who was 
the same in all the varyii^ eireumstaacea of his bt, 
in whose faithful bseast he could lodge with confix 
deuce his noost secret concerns, and of whose a&o» 
tioa he would consider a kind of sacrilege to lose the 
grateful remembranoei 

•^ The change in the congregation and family of 
this worthy man is sudden and afflicting : only ten 
days previous to the fatal event he was addressing 
them fiom the pulpit wit& a fervour which entered 
mto tiieir very souk, and of which they wiU retain 
the remembrance while memory itself exists. 

'< For the tw&kst days of his life he was aware of 
the approachmg event, but was in no dqpree discoid 
eerted : he looked fcurwasd to it with a pei&et ^am" 
posuie, ^Kstrihiitittg consolations aaMog the members 
of his afiectionate fassily, giving them a reason of 
the hope that was im him ; repeating at one time 
the nsemoraUe aphorism, < aU'^s well that ends 
well C at another time telliBg them ofa ssint < who 
doseJUiis eyes, and saw hia God;* and bidding them, 
in the wwds nt Addiaon^ < come and see how a 
Christian ean die.* 

^ As his life had been: calm and tranquil, so his 
death was serene and peaceful. During his illness^ 
he was employed in prayer, and in repeating texts 
of Scripture, and passages of hymns. Oa the day 
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before his death be observed^ ' the scheme •£ re* 
demptlon is a glorious scheme.^ Though be had 
often a severe struggle with his sote complaint, (the 
asthma,) he never suffered any expression of impa- 
tience to fall from hfs lips. More than once he re- 
marked, that those who get to. heaven at the end, 
will not quarrel with the way by which they were 
ted thither. Sometimes, indeed, he would repeat 
that line, 

' Life Ifi sacfa bondage is a wietdied tfaisgi* 

And often he appeared to cheer himself with the 
two last lines of that verse, 

* Hi^ gitdottt hand than wipe the tear 

From eyery weefHug^eye; 
And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears> 
Md death itself, shoU die.' 

Ttvice or thrice in the course of that moumftil day 
before he died, he said, * Why are his chariot wheels 
so long of coming ? why tarry the wheels of his 
chariot ?' At other times he would repeat that say- 
ing of a good man under affliction, * Lord, what 
thou wilt, when thou wilt, how thou wilt.' In 
prayer he begged* that Grod would be the Father of 
his family, and the Shepherd of his little flock. Se^ 
veral times he quoted these words, * I die, but 
Grod will be with you ;* and added, « he will liever, 
never leave you, nor forsake you.* The kst verse 
of the cxlv. Psalm seemed a particular favourite 
with him : 

• My mouth the praises of the Loi4 

To publish cease shall neyer.^ 
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He also i^^ealfid thai. rwK^ ef tbe xsa^. Vwm 
(kxaae: 

< God is the treasoie of my soul. 

The souxce oflasdng joy ; 
A jof tlittt irant diafl notmipair» 

X«rdflalii lad£ destaDj-' 

Thft last verse of Addison^s beautiful hjrmii*&6 alsa 
often quoted : 

« Throagli «fl eten^ to t&it 

A JoyM Mmg I*U xaiae; 
For, Ok I etiraity*» to» ihOfl 

To ttttttt all hii prsUMb* 

After Gommendiiig liia fimrily to God m pajer» ho 
quietly fell asleep in Jefus,?* 

The excellent father and pastor is now no more ! 
▲h 1 how does thi^ word no more hartow up all thft 
tender feeUngjs^ of the heart \ They shall see his fkce 
BO more-t no more iJiiall they hear that voice which, 
for the space of ferty-ooe^ years^ was accustomed to 
addsess them» in strains aweet and solemn as tho^ 
which wese heard at Bethlebem when angels shouted, 
^* Glery to God in the hig^st^ peace on earth and 
good will towarda men.^ In such circumstances, na- 
ture nor Christianity forbids them to feel» nor even to 
indulge in all the luxury of sanctified grief; but let 
them not sorrow as those who have no h(q>e-^the pre* 
eiou8> the worthy, the excellent Mr. Shirreff^ theix 
friend, their guide, their comforter, still lives. It was 
mily his inferior part that was shrouded in a coffin, and 
deposited, with pain and sadness^ in the cold earthy 
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his better part has sustained no injury. The saint 
has now entered the reahns of lights and there lives, 
and shall for ever live, in the presence ef his Grod^ 
and in the embraces of his love. All his troubles 
have fled awaj, all his wants are supplied ; his 
wishes are all fiilfiUed, except it may be this one 
wish,^^and here I avail myself of the sentiments of 
a pious writer,) that the mystery of God may be 
finished, and all the members of the body of Christ 
may be raised to the enjoyment 4>f the same happi-* 
ness with himself. He is dead, but he lives em- 
balmed in the hearts of many ; he is dead, but he 
yet speaketh in the precioxis doctrines which he 
taught, in the supplications which he presented 
to God, and in the pious example which he uni- 
formly exhilHted. Happy they who continue in 
the belief of these doctrines, in the imitation of 
his holy example, and ' in - the confidence of an 
^swer to such effectual fervent prayers ! The 
God of peace, who brought again firom the dead 
the great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of 
the everlasting covenant, shall make them perfect 
in every good work, to do his will, working in them 
that which is well pleasmg in his sight, through 
Jesus Christy to whom be gloiy for ever and ever* 
Amen* 



DiQitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



EXTRACTS FROM DIARY. 



Wriiien i» his early yoH(h.'-^/y Lord God, unworthy 
I do desire to take hold of and enter into covenant 
with thee; These texts bespeak the langoe^ of my 
heart. In. xxvi^ IS/ ^'O Lord my God) eCher Lordi 
facBtde thee have had domHnon over me, but by thee 
only will I make mention of thy name;" HoseaxiT. 9. 
** Ashur shall not save me, neither will I ride upon 
homfes, neither will I say any more to the wolrkof my 
hands, ye ave my gods, for in thee the fatherless find«- 
eth mercy." In the appropriating words of David, I 
say, Ps. cxvi. 16. ^' Oh LodI, truly I am thy servant, I 
am thy servant, thou hast loosed my bonds.^' Agaiii, 
Ps. xviii. 1,9. '< I will love thee, O Lord my strength. 
The Levd is my rock, my fortress^ imd my tieliver- 
er—Htiy God, my strength in whom I will tmst— 4ny 
buckler and the horn of my .salvation, tuid my high 
tawety Let this be ratified m afl i^^, and confirm* 
«d m heaven ; yea, mine own God is he««tfay word 

B 
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allows me to say so^ Ps. L ?• "1 will testify agamst 
thee. I am God^ even thy God :" thine am I^ and on 
thy side^ O thou Son of the Most High. I take hea- 
ven^ earth and hell^ and all in them and about me to 
witness what I have now done— thine own word binds 
thee to keep me^ and I do hereby bind myself by thy 
grace to devote myself to thee Only, wholly and for 
ever ; all that I am^ all that I have^ all thatisbestow^ 
ed on me shall be at thy service. 

Robert Sherriff, Amen^'amen^ and amen. 
I would still adhere to these sentiments^ and do again 
say amen unto them. No iniquity is to be found in 
the Lord. 

Li another paper, wiihout date, it is written as fol' 
lows :— Sensible of my deficiencies and daily failings, 
wliat can I do but have recourse to the blood of sprink- 
ling— -the blood of Jesus that deanseth us from all sin ! 
Comfortable words ! not some sins, not one sin only, 
but from all sin. He is faithful and just upon our 
confession to forgive us our sin, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. Lord God I know that thy word 
is directed to men, and to the sons of men ; unto you 
is the word of this salvation sent. Now since these 
are thine own words plainly warranting me, amongst 
the rest of sinners, to apply for salvation, Lord, I do 
it,— -O I do it! and rely upon thee alone for whatever 
I want-*-for whatever my needs require. I am a poor 
tempted harrassed creature, as if there were seven de- 
vils in me. But to whom cim I go, unless unto thee. 
Glorious Captain of salvation, who hath vanquish- 
ed them all in his own person oo: the cross, and who 
will> I believe, make me shortly more than a conquer- 
or ! Through this assistance, and this only, for I have 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



no might of my own, I resolve to fight i^inst all 
known sins, and practise aU known duties. I am 
thine^ and mine eyes are towards thee. I am not able 
to go out against so great an host. I am not able to per- 
form the duties of my station; but I hope in thy* word — 
thy strengthenings thy supporting word. The great 
and precious promises of the gospel are the sole foun- 
dation of my trust: If it were not these^ I should go 
no farther ; but since they are directed to me^ I be* 
lieve, help my unbelief. They are thine own— what 
doth hinder the accomplishment ? — Thou canst not lie^ 
nor alter the word gone out of thy mouthy therefore I 
will take courage and will bestir mysdf^ not fearing any 
enemy however strongs nor any lust however violent. 
Duties too of every kind^ and of the most difficult na« 
ture^ shall all be essayed by me. Nothing being impos* 
sible to him tliat believeth^ I can do all things through 
Christ that strengtheneth me; with regard to the sacra- 
ment before me^ I desire to go to it in a holy^ humble, 
believuig and rejoicing frame, admiring and crediting 
the love of God to me, unfolding my necessities, be« 
wailing my sins— the sins of my nature, of unbelief, 
of pride, of passion, covetousness, and worldly mind- 
edness; now I^wish for victory over all these, and that 
in thdir stead, the contrary graces may be implanted, 
increased, and invigorated. In the distribution of the 
elements I must dedicate myself, my time, my talents, 
my all, to the service of God, most heartily receiving 
him as my everlasting God and portion. Now I 
would ask, O that my requests may be granted ! 1st, 
The continuance of a communion frame ; 2(f, Strength 
to withstand the violence of my besetting sins; 3d, As- 
sistance for my work; 4lh, That I may be an ornament 
to my profession by a humble and circumspect walk 
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befare men i Bth, That I may be enabled to fulfil mj 
vowB ; Lastl;> for mercy to my near relatiohs. 

1776. — In the first place do I solemnly and most 
heartily give up myself to the Lord the Saviour, whom 
I desire to take for my Lord and Saviour, saying wi^ 
the sweet Psalmist, ** I am thine. Lord,, save me;" and 
with the church, O Lord my God» other gods besides 
thee have had dominion over me, but by Thee only 
Willi make mention of thy name." I abhor the thought, 
I reject the temptation, which would incline me to en^ 
t^tain a rival to my God in my hearL None in 
heaven, none in earth, none in all the creation, who 
may be so much as likened unto Him. How beneficent 
a friend; how kind a father; how gracious a God; how 
unspeakable and merciful a Redeemer, who is will« 
ing to save me, even me Xord, if my heart deceive 
me not, and agreeable to my desire I I am willing, (O 
how willing,) to be saved by thee, utterly renouncing 
all other things that would usurp thi» thy work alone ; 
mine eyes are unto thee, O Lord, unto thee only^ and 
I have no confidence in the flesh. Rolling myself upon 
thee as my only Lord and Saviour, I take thee at thy 
word, which testifies lam God, even thy God, even thy 
God. This is ^oken unto me, and let me join my hearty 
Amen unto it; amen, yea and amen. Content, content, O 
Lord, that thou shouldst be mine and I thine from this 
time forth and for evermore. With the real desire of 
my heart, I would bespeak the spouse's language, '' My 
beloved is mine, and I am his ;" and a& a confirming 
evidence thereof to myself, I approach bis holy table, 
and over the broken body and abed blood of Jesus 
his Son, and my Saviour, I gall himself, angels, and 
men to witness, that this I do, believing uid hoping 
that he will grant strength for through-bearing in eve- 
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rj trial/ and for encountering every difficulty, for re* 
sisting every temptatiom^ and for performing every 
,daty ; and to I approach hia presence in this ordi- 
nance-^t least would desire to do it— loving him as 
my chiefest joy, delighting in him as my only por- 
tion, and mourning ios my sins, which are grievous 
in his sight, and directly contrary to his law. O bless« 
ed Lord Jesus Christ, sensible of my own weakness 
before the very smallest temptation, I give myself unto 
thee, earnestly beseeching thee to strengthen me for 
my duty, and against every assault of my enemy— the 
.devil, the world, and my own fleshly lusti^, O why 
should it be thus ? I am sure thy words are faithful' 
and true, and cannot be broken, Rom. vi. 14. Isa. 
xli. 10. ft Cor. xii. 9* In thy strength I will fight 
the good fight of faith, and overcome all the enemies 
who are plotting the destruction of my precious soul^ 
and purpose to abstain from all appearances of evil ; 
particularly -from that which doth easily beset me, 
known to thee and my own conscience. Good and gra- 
cious God, keep me, I humbly pray thee, for thy name's 
sake, and work deliverance for me. O make me such 
M thou wouldst have me to be. 

25/A October, 1777.— .1 R. S. residing at present at 
C. for as much as I am in some measure sensible of my 
grievous, horrid, and frequent backslidings from the 
Lord, since I covenanted with him, to get my soul more 
confirmed in the Lord, for wading through difficulties 
betwixt heaven and me with a prospect to ,the holy 
ministry, I did in prayer, and now (giving it under 
my hand) do adhere to all my former covenant en- 
gagements to be the Lord's ; at this time, I with all 
my heart and soul do simply resign and give up my- 
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self snd all my bodily ind ipirkual eoncehis mu 
to the blessed Lord Jesus Christy taking him with 
Jieart and soul on these very tenn^ and no .other^ 
upon which he is offered to i» in the gospel ; hcr^y 
engaging in his strength to cleave unto him ioid hk 
truths so long as I live ; before the Lard, the Searcher 
of hearts^ I do with all willingness subscribe this, 

RdBfillT SHBRiaFf • 

Samuelston Mains, hy Haddington, SOih November, 
l???.-- -Having essayed to confess my sins since I 
commenced a student of divinity^ having likewise 
begged in prayer to be made a Christian indeed^ a 
lively Christian^ a strong believer; having in like 
manner sought God's gracious presence and assistance 
in the whole work^that may be before me, and hav- 
ing finally sent up some supplications to God for my 
teacher> my fellow-students^ and myself^ I did> taking 
heaven and earth to witness, dedicate myself to 
God| andy if my heart deceived me not, did receive 
God my Saviour as God, as my own God, and the 
God of my sjjvation, in all his offices of Prophet, 
Priest, and King ; wishing to be his only, wholly, and 
for ever, in time and through eternity ; and willing to 
be employed in the service of the gospel, to spend 
and be spent for Jesus Christ, and therefore to go^srth 
in dependence on his sure word of promise, ''My 
grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made 
perfect in thy weakness. Fear not, for I am with 
thee ;" so looking to Psalm xxvii. 13, 14, I had fatnt^i 
ed unless I had believed to see the Lord's own good* 
pess in the land of the living. '' Wait on the Lord, be 
of good courage, and he shall strengthen Uiine heart ; 
wait, I say, on the Lord." Viewing these words, I pi|r^ 
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pofe^'tiHTough grftce^ to go oit ih my Christian c6une 
rejtMog I flt. the aame time desiring to wait on the 
Lord/ that he may strengthen my heart, make my 
way petfect In whafferer work 1 am called unto, 
panicularly the arduous labours of the ministry. In 
view of winch I have been preparing these years 
past, and must now enter upon trials, in order to 
be invested with the important and sacred func- 
tions. God help me ! God bles» me ! My trust Is 
in the Lord, my confidence is in the mighty God 
of Jacob, who made liearen and earth. Who of 
himse^is sufficient for these things ! Now through 
gracious aids, I vow and swear unto the Lord that I 
will deny ungodliness and worldly lusts, and live so-> 
- berly, righteously, and godly in this present wprld, 
lookkig for the blessed hope and the glorious appear** 
ing of the great God, even my Saviour Jesus Christ. 
If I forget Jerusalem, let my tongue cleave to the 
roof of my mouth, let my right hand forget its cun- 
ning ; yea, what is more, let me be eternally rejected 
as reprobate silver, and cast unto the bottomless pit. 
O whet is this, what great need ftfr close walking 
with God, fbr persevering in prayer for Almighty 
strength and direction to guide me through every 
step of my pilgrimage journey ! In a word, and upon 
the' whole, let a gracious, an all-wtse God, do with 
me and dispose of me as seemeth good in his right ; 
let me only be strengthened by him, let me be an 
eminent instrument in his hand for promoting his 
glory in winning souls unto the Bedeetaer ; that in 
the eternal ages, the exceeding riches of his free grace 
may be displayed in my own and the salvation of 
many others, turned to the Lord by means of ui^ 
worthy me. Amen. 
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Samuddm Maim, December 20th, 1777.— On the 
fonner part of this day I employed myaelf in oonfes- 
aions and supplicationa to God> acknowledging my 
guilty original and actual^ in my infancy, childhood, 
youth, and riper years ; before and after I began the 
study of divinity; suitably to this exercise, I sung and 
read a portion of the holy Scriptures. Having doae 
this, I next endeavoured with my whole heart to make 
a dedication of myself unto the Lord-— first aM a Christ* , 
ian, to be saved by him with an everlasting salvation ; 
then, as a weak, helpless, insignificant creature, who 
would be willing to serve him with my spirit in the 
'gospel of his Son Jesus Christ; this done, I read and 
sung suitably thereto ; then concluded with prayer^ 
and singing again, particularly for direction and as- * 
sistance in the work before me. I purpose now to 
give the Lord thanks for his kindness to me, known 
in so many various ways. 

Standard, by Dunbar, his father's house^ May 26th, 
1778.--.Sins grievous and innumerable cleave unto 
me, and too often prevail against me, of which I have, 
in some measure, the sad experience ; would wish to 
lament and exclaim, " O wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from this body of sin !" Notwithstand- 
ing, I conclude the Lord Jesus hath effectually called 
me by liis grace, upon the following principles : I si, 
I see myself lost as a descendant of Adam, and un- 
able to recover myself, therefore must eternally pe- 
rish, unless, 2d, Christ and his salvation were my 
choice, which, if my heart deceive me not, I thmk 
they are. On this ground I stand, on this foundation 
I build, on this plank I swim into eternity. Sd, I 
feel the sins of my heart and of my life grievous to 
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m«i being odjotts to God, dLshonouring to my B4- 
decmer^ and detrimental to my own comfort and bap- 
piaes9» 4ih, Tbe Lord Jesus Christ is precious to 
nte in his person^ rigfateousness^ fulness^ and grate. 
5^h, My heart flows out in love to and desires after 
communion with him; so that I would wish no- 
thing more in this life than to live by faith upon him, 
and in fellowship with him* Ftfut%, becaiiiae I wish 
to be eternally with him, employed in the ddightful 
exercise of praising him, particularly when I t«8te of 
his special goodness in the ordinances of prayer^ praise, 
&c. or when wrestling with and groaning under a 
body of sin and death ; then say I» O to be ther^ wheie 
Satan cannot tempt, and an cannot enter ! Shocking 
thought, to be here and sinning against Christ ; let 
me d^art then when God pleaseth> and be with 
Christ Jesus, which is far, fbr, infinitely better. But 
hath God work for me on earth ? his will be done. 
Being now licensed a preacher of the gospA, March 
3d, 17T8, from that time to the above d^fe> I htme 
been thus employed. . Honourable work, a co^woitor 
with God. But have I his call to it, or have I mn 
unsentf The foUowing things are htipful, and per- 
suade me the latter supposition is not the case. Ui, 
From my earliest infancy I have been attached unto 
it, and have been regularly carried on this loigth in 
tbe prosecution of it. 2J, I have some evidences of 
a call to it; such as some, although small know- 
ledge, of the doctrines of the gospel; an aptness to oom^ 
municate this unto others ; a will manifesting mjraeif 
wHnething ready to take on me the preaching of the 
gospel, excepting objections which arise from a per- 
suasion of my inability £ox the difficult work; and 
the call and license of the presbytery to engage in it, 
however weak and unworthy. G>n8cious of apparent- 
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ly inffunnountable obstacles^ yet oyerlooking theie, 
«id also my own weakness, I go on in the faith 4>f 
the promise that God sendeth none a warfare upon 
their own charges, but that he giveth power to the 
iaint, and to them that have no might he increaseth 
strength. Hence I have been hitherto helped. $d, 
God's glory, the Redeemer's honour, and the welfare 
of his church, I wish to be my leading motives and high« 
est end in what I do,, in this way suppressing thoughts 
which would draw me a contrary way. 4/A, I have 
been helped to earnestness in prayer with God on 
this head, either that in providence he would keep me 
back from, or forward and assist me in this work. 
lAutly, 1 wish to spend my time and lay out the ta» 
lents God hath given me in his service, and that of 
his church. I purpose, therefore, through grace, to 
go on in the way on which I have now set out, preach« 
ing the glorious fapie of Christ, and the excellent pri« 
vileges of his people, with whatever pertains to the 
ministerial function, with boldness and zeal on all 
suitable and proper occasions. While writing the 
above lines, I was struck with a persuasion of my own 
weakness, and constrained to devolve myself upon 
the arm of Omnipotence, begging divine assistance in 
the accomplishment of the promise, Isa. xli. 10, '* Fear 
not, for I am with thee, be not dismayed, for I am 
thy God," &c. Now, O Lord, the God and Father of 
my Lord Jesus Christ, for these important purposes 
I devote myself with my whole heart to thee, soul 
and body, and take hold of thy covenant as all my 
salvation, and all my desire, (still adhering to my 
former acceptings; I take Christ as my Prophet, 
Priest, and King. My Lord, my God, my all, let 
me be anathema maranatha, if I willmgly retract 
what I have now done. God grant me grace to 
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persevere, and each day to perform my vows. O 
let thy grace be sufficient for me, let tiie promises 
of strength and assistance be granted unto me. I 
can do nothing of myself, and hare powerful cor- 
ruptions widun to lead me aiide from my God and 
my duty. Let the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
grace of God, and the communicai of the Holy Ghost, 
be with me ; to th^ name of a three-one God be eter- 
nal praises, to which I willingly set my amen, and 
subscribe my name, Robert Shbrriff. 

January Sth, 1779«— On that day I w^ solemn- 
ly set apart to the ministry, and to labour in this 
place, from that time I have preached here; andj 
wishing still to continue in this work, I resolve, 
by the assistance of God, to persevere in the ho* 
nourable although exceedingly difficult office. My 
encouragement to form this resolution arises firom a 
conviction of the blessed Jesus having called me to 
the ministerial work ; from the small faith I have 
in his strengthenmg promises, often I am telnpted to 
think the Lord will desert me on account of my great 
widsedness, and leave me to fall into some op«i and 
aeandalous sin. But O I deprecate it, and pray that 
I may be kept by the almighty power of God, through 
faith unto .salvation. Ah! the wickedness which 
lurks within causes grief and anguirii of soul. I have 
the appearance of religion ; but, alas ! who knows 
my heart, and the latent corrupttcms there 1 Notwith* 
standing, I, as a sinner, take encouragement from the 
* gracious declarations of a Saviour, *^ the Son of Man is 
come to seek and save that which is lost." Again, *' He 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance." O this is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came to save sinners, 
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even Che diief. O -fecyw reri^ng ^e tiioiight ! Such 
my bleaaed Lard Jeeus came to save^ Qn these 
grouiidt I am content. O hi^ppy to be an^terael debt* 
or to free graoe I I think J «m pleased with the me- 
thod of salvation through Christ, as the best, ^most 
excellent, yea the only way«-*-I wish, I ekpect salTa* 
tion no way else. Redemption ynrongh CImstI O 
transporting thought! redempti<m for me, a Ibsty guil^ 
ty, ind heH-deserving wretch. O Lord, let me nevvr, 
never look fx it any where but in him ; as interested 
in it, let me go on in the strength of God the Lord. In 
discharge of my office, sometimes I am- led to think 
tiiat I shall have to quit it as above my talents.; bat, O 
Lord prevent it ! thou who hast delivered, do thou 
yet deliver. O let thy grace be suffident for me, and 
as Kny days ore, eo let my strength be. O how de- 
Hghtful to be preaching the glorious excellencies of 
Chiist^ and die peculiar privileges of his people ;^et 
my t6ngue cleave to the roof of my ntouth, let my 
tight hand forget h^ Running, if I sinfully cease to 
pabUsh the nnowned.l&me of Jesus, and the happi* 
ftess of his people ; utteiiy abhorred be evety other 
thought of my heart; Uierefbr^, in strength of God the 
Ldedf I purpose to go on. While writing this, my 
very heart and flesh crieth out, that God would grant 
me all necessary gifts and graces for his work, and 
woidd reimirkafaly qualify me for the faithful dischaige 
of it. I have pmdied) so far as I know, acceptably 
to the public; ibr which I desire to be thankful, and 
give glory to iQvd. My fimtl detcrmtnatien is, to go 
on in strength of the Loid, hoping that he will con* ' 
iinue his loving kindness, and perfiwt that which coDh 
•oemeth me« Amen and amen. 
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Tranenf, July «0, 1779. — Persuaded of my wo- 
fal departure from God in heart and life, particularly 
in that sin which doth so eaMly beset me, I desire to 
look unto, and depend on the God and Father of my 
Lord Jesus Christ, and my God and Father through 
him for life and salvation, and for support under trials 
and difficulties of every kind, that I may meet with 
in my Christian course. Although brought exceed- 
ing low by reason of the actual prevalence of iniqui- 
ties in my heart, yet I will trust in the Lord, with 
whom there is mercy and plenteous redemption, that 
he will redeem me from all mine iniquities, and yet 
help me to triumph over all mine enemies, by giving 
me the victory in due time. His word cannot be 
broken ; the God of peace shall bruise Satan under . 
your feet. I will subdue your iniquities, in the faith 
of which I desire to wait upon the Lord, who is faith- 
fill that hath promised. Although filled with doubts 
and despondencies, yet I trust, through the grace of 
my Lord Jesus Christ, I shall be saved. Hence, as 
a lost, sinful creature, I do devolve myself upon the 
Saviour, wishing to account this a faithful saying, 
and worthy (^ my acceptation, that Christ came into 
the world to save sinners, of whom I am a chief one. 
Just on this I rest. 

Tranent, Jan. 1, 1781.— This being the first day 
of the year, I thought in the morning, while lying m, 
bed, that I would spend part^of it in prayer, confes- 
sion, petition, and thanksgiving ; in which accordingly 
I am now engaged, and find some stirrings of afiection : 
that which particularly lies heavy on my heart, is the 
prevalence of numberless iniquities against me ; the 
great unconcern and indifference that have seized me, 
owmg to the sensible withdrawment of the blessed 
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Spirit in his kindly and gracious influenees^ (just on 
his part^ deserved on mine ;) of this I am conscious 
to myself, by my lukewarmness 4n prayer, chiefly se- 
cret ; by my small outgoings of soul after God in his 
ordinances^ especially in the sacrament of the Sapper; 
by my pride, selfishness, earthly mindedness, and 
many other ways ; alas ! how does the reflection gall 
me. O fbr his speedy, his gracious return, that I may 
have fellowship with God, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, and indeed experience that God is good to Is- 
rael, and that the comforts of a life of faith upon the 
Son of God, surpass in sweetness and excellency 
whatever else may be desired. Lord I am thine, I 
take thee as my present, my fixture, my everlasting 
portion. With regard to my service in the Gospel of 
thy Son, Lord make me what thou wouldst have me 
to be, only grant me grace to serve thee faithfully, 
and to resign myself to thy will, whether I am called 
by thee to act in a more narrow or more enlarged ca- 
pacity in thy Church ; not mine, but thy will - be 
done. This I beg may be my attainment to the ho- 
nour of thy name, through Jesus Christ my Lord, on 
whose rich and boundless mercy I now devolve my- 
self. Robert Shikreff. 

August 5y 1782. — Spent some time in prayer, read- 
ing, meditation, particularly asking direction in re- 
ference to a very important step in life. 

Tranmtt Nov. 18, 1782. — Employed myself for a 
short time in prayer and reading, with some thoughts 
on my present tempted and deserted condition. 

Tranent, June 2, rY83. — In view of the sacrament 
being dispensed by me in this congregation next Sab- 
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bath, June Btb, I set apart a few hours of this day for 
ooofessioa of sini and prayer unto God, entreating 
him in my own^ and in &your of the congregation, 
with the people in and about this place ; aflfected^ al- 
though not as I ought to be with this vast indifference 
and unconcern about serious religion, touched likewise 
with the very little seeming success of my ministra« 
tions among them, I have attempted to represent our 
mournful situation to God-— found some comfort that 
.the work was his, and that he is more earnestly en- 
gaged in it than it is possible for me to be ; in con< 
sequence of which, am convinced that all whom the 
Father hath given to Christ shall come to him ; and 
since it is his providential will that I should labour 
in a v$ry barren spot» I would desire to be submissive 
and resigned, using the means, and leaving the event 
to God. 

June 7 J J 784. — Employed a few hours in medita- 
tion, prayer, and self-examination with a view towards 
the sacrament of our Lord's Supper, meant to be ob- 
served here on Sabbath first, the ISth of June; per- 
ceiving myself a sinner ruined and undone, received 
comfort by turning my thoughts on the all- sufficien- 
cy of Jesus, and the covenant made with Him. I 
would hope, that notwithstanding prevailing corrup- 
tions, disallowed and disapproved of, this Jesus, this 
God is my God, and will be. my guide even unto 
death, and my portion for evermore, and that cove- 
nant all n^ salvation, and all my desire ; at least I 
would heartily wish it to be so, protesting before Godi 
angelis, and men, that I know no other way for my 
recovery, since the Scriptures assure me that there is. 
not another name by which any sinner can be saved. 
The Sacrament I would celebrate, because the Lord 
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hath nuide it^ and my duty requires of me to profess him 
before men^ and promises spiritual profit to the wor- 
thy observers of this ordinance. 

Tranent, June 7, 1786. — Fast evening tried to look 
into my heart. Ah ! what confusion and wickedness 
are there ; how prone to trifle in the most important 
concerns— how vain, how languid and lifeless, yet 
not wholly without desires after a departing God- 
just, Lord, on thy part, deserved on mine ! O, the sin 
that dwielleth in me perpetually harasses me, and is 
often prevailing against me ,* wretched man that I am, 
who shall deliver me from the body of sin and death ! 
This is my comfort, that I have all in Christ, of w^om 
I would say, yea mine own God is he, in whom I 
trust to be more than a conqueror. In the exercise of 
this faith and hope, I dare not disclaim all connexion 
with him, but O ! to be more like him, and more ser- 
viceable to Him. Amen. 

Tranent, Sept. 4, 1786.— -Prayed and meditated for 
some time this morning : founc^ myself in some de- 
gree affected with the seeming unprosperous state of 
religion in the congregation, and in my own soul ;«— 
endeavoured to leave both with the Lord, moaned out 
my complaint unto him, and expressed my sense of it 
with a full heart and watery eyes. Although when 
I compare one year, one month, and one week with 
another, how these are successively passing on, and 
yet I am still kept in deep waters, my proud, unbe- 
lieving and hasty heart is prone to repine, and to say 
this evil is of the Lord— *why wait any longer ? This 
I condemn as my infirmity, and would rather ^ak 
Jeremiah-s words : *' It is good for a nmn both to hope 
and quietly wait for the salvation of the Lord." Yes, 
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let me hope in him--4et me believe that he who hath 
east me down^ will lift me up, although om account 
of my wretdied unbelief, enmity and rebellion, he 
might justly cast me down to the lowest hell. May 
the L^ hasten my deliverance in his time ! My soul 
wait thou only upon the LcHrd ;— he only is my rock, 
and my salvation, and my defence. Proceeding in 
my plan, am preaching on the application of redemp* 
tion by.^e Lord, the Spirit wcurking faith in the 
heart of the sinner, and inviting him to the Lord the 
Saviour. O that God the Father, by tlie concurring 
agen<^ of the Hoiy Ghost, would smile on and suc-^ 
ceed my poor efforts to serve him with my spirit in 
the gospel of his Son. In regard of the little good I 
appear to be doing, I would be humble, diligent, de- 
pendent and prayerful. My conviction now seems to 
be stronger, that- it is not by power, nor by might, 
but by the Spirit of the Lcn'd. A great truth, which 
I believe and subscribe. Hobbrt Shirrbff. 

Tranent, Jan, 5, 1787.— My ordination day— 'Em- 
ployed myself for a short while in prayer and medi- 
tation ; felt neither life nor liberty in these ^lercises ; 
my deiures were, I hope sincere, although not lively, 
it is now outgone eight years since I was ordained in 
this place > but ah ! how little good have I been the 
means of doing. Although this seems to be a convic- 
tion rooted in my mind) yet my light and obdurate 
heart is but feebly impressed with \x, of which I have 
had this day and formerly a distressing experience: 
Notwithstanding, I would desire to bewail before the 
Lord : while affected with the small effect of my mi* 
nistrations, was at Uie same time someiyhat desirous 
that the Lord would much more abundantly comite- 
nance and succeed me in them< O that he would ear- 



Digitized by 



Google 



18 

}y satisfy me and my poor amgreggldcsn with his meiu 
cy, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days ;*^ 
make us glad according to the days wherein he hath 
afflicted us^ and the years wherein we have seen evil. 
This^ with the-two next verses^ Psalm xc. 14—17. I 
tried to sing and pray over ; I would endeavour to 
keep myself easy, and trust in the Lord for all. O 
that this were my attainment, whatever course the 
Lord takes with me I O that I had the comfort of 
seeing the pleasure of the Lord prospering in my 
heart, and in my hand ! These I think are my sin- 
cere desires ; may he who hath given Che desire, grant 
the things desired. Amen. 

Traneni, June 6, 1787.«— Fast evening, prayed— 
sung a few lines— read a few verses, apd meditated 
a while on the evils in and about me ;— -can say little 
more than observe that my views of them are ex- 
ceedingly imperfect and indistinct Yet, from the 
view I have of them, can perceive nothing but the 
most absolute need of the Saviour. In me there are 
deficiencies and pollutions of every kind ; but I tmst 
I am complete in him, my wisdom, my righteous- 
ness, my sanctification, my redemption, my alL Not- 
withstanding my baseness and wretchedness, with 
which I desire to be deeply affected, I would hope 
my desires are sincere, and firom the heart, to be his 
only as a Christian, and serve him in the Gospel as 
a minister. Felt this evening some earnestness in re- 
spect of these and some other concerns, and prayed 
that his Spirit and presence may be with me, and with 
the congregation on the approaching sdemnity. O 
that it may be a time of love, a time of refreshing, 
and a day of power. My heart's desire is that God's 
presence may be with us all : It would be a pleasing . 
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sight indeed to bdidid Satan's kingdom falling, and 
Ohrift'a nnng and increasing more and metre, 

Tranent, December, 99, 1787.— In views of a win- 
ter sacrament, was helped to some degree of earnest- 
ness in prayer for the Lord's presence. Had hum- 
bling thoughts of myself, considering it wonderful 
that the Lord had not thrust me from the pulpit into 
the pit O were it his pleasure to favour us in every 
respect, to give us a season of spiritual revival — but 
God the Spirit is sovereign and good ;— believe and 
wait— >hope and pray. 

Tranent, Jan. 28, 1788.— Administered the Sacra- 
ment Jan. 20th ; the Lord dealt kindly with us in 
many respects ; in several of which I thought I saw 
a return of prayer. Although I was rather languid 
throughout, yet not without some solid impressions, 
and some degree of liveliness, particularly in conse-^ 
crating the elements, and serving the first table, a 
deadness seized me at the second table when commu- 
nicating ; however, a sincere desire to be the Lord's, 
and a hearty willingness to give myself unto him, is,^ 
I think, a constant and an abiding principle in my 
soul at iQl times. On that text, 2 Cor. viii. 5. '' They 
gave their ownselves to the Lord." I preached two 
Sabbaths before this sacrament with some satisfaction 
to myself, and. I would hope with some profit to my 
hearers. O that the blessed Jesus would smile on my 
poor endeavours, and enable me to be mor^ in real 
good earnest with my work, and more successful in 
it. Preached yesterday from 2 Cor. ix. 15. thanks be 
unto God for his unspeakable gift ! desirous of stir- 
ring up myself and people to gratitude for the Lord's 
goodness, esp^allyin the instance specified in the 
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text, hut ccmld not get into the sprit'of the doctrine 
as I wished; however let me be thank&l«i..the Lord 
is kind indeed, considering what I am, and what I 
deserve. May my heart be bound with gratitude to 
Him^ warm and everlasting. 

Tranent, Feb. 18, 1788.*-Set apart some time fw 
meditation and prayer, but ah, my aversion to, and 
deadness in these exercises I Notwithstanding, I be- 
lieve it is good for me to draw near unto the Lord. 
O that in my experience I felt better and better. Re- 
viewing the past part of my life, was sensible there 
was much ground of humiliation and thanksgiving. 
Having the prospect of entering into the married state 
with M. H. attempted to give ourselves unto the 
Lord, praying that we might be betrothed unto Him 
for ever in righteousness, in judgment, in loving.kind- 
ness, in mercies and in faithfulness. I wish to be kept 
humble and thankful, and in a dose and constant de- 
pendence on the Lord. I think all the leading dis- 
pensations of his ^;t^vidence towards me clearly de- 
signed to make me so ;— my own hopes are commonly 
dashed, and my t)wn plans are usually disappointed 
before the mercy desired is granted ;<-«-according to my 
little observation and experience, the best wine is 
brought forth last^-^here is first a casting down, and 
then a lifting up. The counsel of the Lord standeth 
sure, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. A 
man's heart deviseth his way, but the Lord directeth 
his steps. My only wish is, that all may be for his - 
glory and our good, and as he seems to answer what 
hath been a matter oi concern to me, in this instance, 
may I speedily obtain it in another-^a prosperous 
congregation ; and let me be his humble, faithful and 
devoted servant for ever. May hi^ grace at uAl times. 
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and in all things^ be sufficient for the weak and un- 
worthy writer^ who subscribes himself a debtor and 
dependent for all. RoBEar Shirrbff. 

Tranent, April 23, 1789.— Day of public thanks- 
giving. I consider the mercies of the Lord as very 
great, and quite undeserved. Lord I am less than the 
least of them, yet my cup runneth over, and I would 
humbly hope I have an interest in the great mercy 
promised unto the Fathers. Can say little more on 
this head, than just bewi^ my insensibility and in- 
gratitude j if in some degree I am earnest in praying 
for the mercies of my heavenly Father, I seldom or 
never fail in being less fervent in returning thanks 
fbr them. Confiision of face belongs unl£iS^)lb,'fifut 
when my time comes, I shall be what I should ^7 
and do what I ought to do. The present is a state of 
trial and suffering ; the Lord tries me presently, and 
for some considerable time past, with weakness of 
- mind and nerves, so that his work which I hoped to 
be the pleasure of my life, and in which I have found 
cordial delight, is become in a sense a fear, and a bur- 
den to me ; yet, still employed in it, as I would wish 
to be, he carries me through it without confounding 
me before the people, though frequently I feel great 
inward distress and weakness. 

Tranent^ Sept. 7> 1789. — I am again plunged into 
deep waters ; tibe Lord hath exercised me with a sharp 
trial— the death of my dear wife. Delivered, August 
2^, about half-past ten at night, of a daughter, she 
seemed easy, and in as good a way of recovery as w« 
could desire aU that night and next day, till betveeen 
twelve and one of the following morning, when she 
was suddenly seized with a dangerous Qlness of the 
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inflammatory kind^ which brought on a mcMtificaticm^ 
that put a period to her life about 10 minutes a£Ur 
8 of the morning of the 26th of that month. Now 
when in the dust^ I pretend not to do justice to her 
character; but may say that she was an amiable wo- 
man, an affectionate wife, and a sensible companion. 
I have also good reason to believe that she was an ex- 
cellent and valuable Christian. Though her superior 
qualities were veiled with an uncommon degree of 
modesty> yet they could not be wholly concealed; 
breaking forth reluctantly on her part, they were, so 
far as known, admired by all her relations and ac- 
quaintances; consequently she was much esteemed 
by them all. To this the humility of her mind and 
the sweetness of her natural dispositions contributed, 
rendering all her excellencies greater and more en- 
gaging ; but she is now no more. 

This and the whole of it hath been an affecting 
scene to me, but the Lord has not left me without 
some supporting consolation ; he hath borne and car- 
ried, and delivered through this Providence, which at 
a distance would, I think, have overwhelmed me.<^ 
It is a hard dispensation, but I confess that it is mea- 
sured out in righteousness-—! desire to get my mind 
reconciled unto it as the doing of the Lend. The ex- 
ercises of my mind under it have been various ; but I 
'found this a quieting consideration, that God hath 
done it. Much of his hand appeared in forming the 
connexion, and in favouring us with mutual comfort 
the short time it lasted— only about 18 months, and 
since his hand is as evident in the dissolution of it, 
let n(ie submit and adore. Have tried to be earnest in 
prayer, that the dispensation might be sanctified-^ 
enabled at times to call the Lord my God with more 
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than nsiud sweetness and fenreney, arising from » 
persuasion that he can prove b«tter to me than the 
dearest earthly relation^ and not without some hope 
that he wiH do it ; while at the same tnne I would ' 
cast myself, and my- poor motherless infant on the 
riches of his grace^ahd the care of his Providence, 
hoping that he wifi take care of us both, as onr new 
covenant God and Father. During this trying pro* 
vid^Tce, if my heart does not deceive me, I have not 
thon^ the worse of God-««I have not feh any alien- 
ation of love to him, or a£ confidence in him ; rather 
mediinks I would desire to love him more fervently, 
to cleave unto him more dostly, and trust in him more * 
confidently. The Lord will, not cast off for ever ; but 
how justly am 1 and my relations punished in tins 
visitation. A fear we prized the gift more than the 
giver, [the creature more than the Creator. I miust 
condemn myself, and acknowledge that the Lord has 
afflicted 'me in righteousness. Tet, blessed God, do 
not break the bruised reed— ^o not make a full end 
of me : O turn unto me, have mercy upon jne. Give 
thy strength unto thy servant, and rejoice me with 
the smiles of thy countenance, fn diis dying worM 
I would look to the living Redeemer, and hope, when 
my time comes, to sit down with all my deceased fel» 
low-Christians in the kingdom of God ; but especial- 
ly to be ever with the Lord, grant it gracious God, 
grant it. Amen^ 

Sabbath Evenings Sept. %0, 1789 — Preached this 
and the two foregoing Sabbaths with some degree of 
eiilargement. Now and then received a smile of his 
countenance. Commonly I experience both a down- 
casting and an. uplifting every Sabbadi, meeting with 
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either the one or the other in some part of my work, 
8(»netimes in peayixigt sometimes in lecturing, and 
sometimes in preaching ; but let me be thankful for 
the smallest mite of mercy, I am unworthy of a 
crumb. Sitting now in solitude and sorrow, I have 
attempted to take the Lord for my God. Felt this 
dny in secret prayer a persuasion that he is my God, 
saying, I think with the heart, yea^ mine own God 
is he ; felt also a strong desire to be with Christ. 
Woes me ! that I dwell in this land of distance and 
absence, in this state of sin and suffering ; but I will 
wait till the Lord's time come, hoping to receive from 
him sufficient grace for performing the duties and 
bearing the trials of my Christian and ministerial 
course. My heart yet bleeds when I reflect on the 
loss I have sustained— I wish 1 may not offend—I 
pray that I may not faint in the day of adversity ; and 
I hope that the Lord Jesus Christ himself, who hath 
loved me, and hath given me everlasting consolation . 
and good hope through grace, will yet comfort my 
heart, and establish me in every good work,^— a text 
which, besides several others, hath, I think, been of 
great use to my grieved mind in this time of afflic- 
tion. Did I but know more of the comforts of reli« 
gion, I should bewail less the want of temporal joys. 

Traneni, Oct. 22, 1789, the day in August in %i}hich 
my calamity 6egan.— Have felt very flat to day; 
thoughts rise forcibly in my mind, and keep alive a 
painfiil remembrance of my affliction, which casts an 
almost perpetual gloom on my spirits. This is my in- 
firmity, let me bewail my attachment to creature com." 
forts, and b^ that the Lord would elevate my affec- 
tions, and enable me to find all in himself; reflecting 

2 
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a few mome&U by myself, I perceive much darknett 
within, but think it would be the joy of my heart to 
enjoy fellowship with God in secret, private, and 
public. Come, my soul, let me encourage myself in 
the Lord my God ; he does all well for thee, and this 
is enottgh— I shall praise him yet. 

r 
Trantnt, November 28, 1 789. M^ birih- day:— What 

important occurrences have fallen out since the day in 
which I was bom I — what mercies, what deliverances, 
^i^t trials, what distresses, have met in and made up 
my lot ! — what a chequered scene is the present state ! 
I will sing of mercy and of judgment, unto thee, O 
Lord, will I sing. I was early cast on thy care, thou 
art my God from my mother's belly; hitherto thou 
hast borne, and carried, and delivered ; I would hope 
thou wilt continue thy loving kindness till my race, 
my labours, my years, and my days, are finished. 
When I reflect on the times which have gone over me, 
and, in particular, on the revolutions in my lot during 
this and the preceding year, then I may say, vani-i 
ty of vanities, vanity of vanities, all is vanity. Mar- 
ried 29th Pebruary, 1788; a child born August 22, 
1789,^ a wife dead August 26 ; and buried August 
29, 1789 : what a changing, dying world, true only in 
its inconstancy and uncertaint/! My mind is far from 
being suitably afiected with these providential events, 
but would hope it is settled in its habitual disposition 
on the unchangeable God. 

Tranent, Dec. 12, 1789.— Ah! what a wretched 
world, filled with tribulations and deadis ; yet, woes 
me, my soul cleaveth to the dust. Why am I not 
willing, at the Lord's call, to part with father and. 
mother, wife and child? Religion tells me it is my' 
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were aiso my full attainment. Yet'eorrupt affecdon 
recoils, and would retain some will ctf its own. '* If 
any man come to me^" says our Lord^ ^ and hate noi- 
his father and mother^ and wifb and chitdrett^ and 
brethren and sister^ yea^ and hr& own life alN>^ he 
cannot be my disciple ; and whosoever doth not bear 
itts cross and conae after me^ oannot be my dktoipte.'" 
Sure, I am not to look for an exemption ; let me dieer'* 
fully submit to the will of my heavenly Father. W, 
as presently threatened, I should be again visited wilfe 
the death of a near relation, forbid, gracious^ Godi i 
should become hardened under these afflicting dispen^^ 
sations; but grant that I may learn obedience by the 
things which I suffer ; let me rejoice in hope, bepft^ 
tient in tribulation, and continue instant m pn^rWi 
hoping that aldiough father and mother, wife and 
diild, and all my earthly rektions should, forsake me^ 
then the Lord will take me up ; so be it Ameo. 

Traneni, Dee. 30, 1789— Spent this diqr m.ob«Mrv. 
ing a fast and thanksgiving with thecongregaiioni ap* 
pointed by the session ; felt rather langmdand heavy 
i^ the public exercises ; but blessed be Im name that 
I am not struck dumb, or dead, cr confoundcdi be- 
fore the people. Surely it is owing to hts.unbooiided 
aiid unmerited mercy I am allowed to breathe, ta }ive> 
to preadi. Reflecting by myself in the evening, I 
would desire to be affected with the pnofvidcnces of 
God towards the land and church ; but think those 
providences which respect my p6riBonal and raiative 
ooDcems strike me more sensibly. Agam visited wiA 
another breach, the death of my mother; who, altera 
Ifaigering iHness^ wJuch brought on an excessive weak^ 
MM both ofi body and miiid, cxpiredicm the «Stfro£ 
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this, month. Tims tfee paraita d oar numerpus fa- 
pdlj ^ue b^ laid in the duit. O that my surviving 
brothers and swlers^ and especially myself, to whom 
God haib B^pokai once, yea twice, were made to hear 
th& word, and. prepared for a blissful immortality I 
Ttus year ia&a the verge of expiring : what changes^ 
what revolutions, what marriages, what deaths, have 
happened in the course of it and the preoeding one I 
three marriages, three deaths, among my nearest re- 
lations-^-a true representation of this wiorld, and of 
what I am to eigiect in it C<msideriiig these things, 
I am ready to bewail my siUttation here; woes me, 
that I s^um in Mecech, and dwell in tents of Kedar I 
B«t Lord n>«ke me willing to b«, to do, and to suffer 
whatever tbi^ wiliU-«t is of thy mracies I am not 
eausoiiUBd. l^ my motherkss child live before thee ; 
I b^ to be;kE^t from offending thee by anxiety and 
dt»tr)»t «n her aceaunt Let me sincerely and <K)r« 
dially laflve-tt^aelf »id her, and all my concern^ on 
him who is able to perfect that which concemeth me« 
Tha is the poipt at which I aim ; the Lord enable me 
toreadiit. Amen^ 

Troaen^ 9/$ih lanmr^, I7d0«— -Five months to^ay 
sibce death divided between me and the wife of my 
youth. This, I hope, was to her better than the day 
of her birth; to me it is commonly a dull and an in< 
sipid day. But why am I so selfish ? Let me rejmce 
in her welliwe, and truat thi^ the Lord will provide 
Icir and take «are of me in my destitute condition. On 
fomaer occisieiis he hath dealt wonderfully with me j 
his arm is not now shortened that it cannot save, nei« 
ther is his ear heavy that it cannot hear; cheer up, 
my droofdaag spirit, and encourage mysdf in the 
' power, promise, and providence <rf the Lord thy God. 
Ah ! that my faith and comfort should be so small in 
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proportion to my knowledge and profession. The 
doctrines of the Gospel are full of consolation at all 
times, and in all cases. I have often found them so ; 
yet there is too, too frequently, a sorrowful return of 
fears, jealousies, and distrusts, whidi I impute to the 
weak, wavering, and languishing condition of my 
faith. '< If," says the Prophet, " ye will not believe, 
surely ye shall not be established." Why overwhelm 
myself with anxiety, on account of deaths upon deaths, 
deaths among my friends, and deaths in the congre- 
gation. The Lord is telling me that the time is short, 
that life is uncertain, and that all that cokneth is va- 
nity. One of my small charge, an elder, the first breach 
made in the session, is now lying a corpse. ' We have 
been long s^ed ; the Lord hadi dealt mercifully with 
us, preserving those whom I looked upon as the roots 
and pillars of the congregation ; and although death 
is now begun to cut off these, yet the Head of the 
church is able to raise up others in their place, and 
fill up their vacant seats in the meeting. Correct us, 
but With judgment, iK>t in thine anger, lest thou 
bring us to nothing ; we cannot wish td be altogether 
unpunished ; we may, however, pray that the Lord 
would not make a fiill end of us. We have been vi- 
sited of late with some sharp providences of this kind ; 
let me rejoice that the Lord liveth ; when the arrows 
of death fly so thick around me, and have slain one so 
near me, what a wonder that I escape ! Let the di- 
vine patience and long suffering kindness towards me 
be salvation ; let me act in my private, and preach in 
my public character, as a dying man to dying men. 
Amen. 

Tranent, Feb. 24, 1790. Evening of the Fasl-daif.^ 
If the Lord will, the Sacrament is to be dispensed 
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here on Sabbath fest. I feel at jMreseiit very langukl, 
harassed with vmh ^ou^tK^ vexed with anxiety, 
distrust^ fretlUnesa, and innumerable evils besides ; 
f>o hopelfor me but in the blood of Christ, which 
eieansetli from all MB. This, if I am not deceiving 
mys^, is ^^le anchor of my soul, the ground of my 
reccing, that though I have lain among the pots, 
yet I shidl i^ypear as a ^ve, covered with ^ver, and 
her iea^ers with ydlow gold : were it not for this 
bloody «nd the spirit of sanctifieation, I could not h<^ 
for accqitance now, nor any time. Let me look unto 
the Lord and expect his presence at the approaching 
solemnity ; be of good courage, my soul^ his grace is 
sufficient, and his premise is sure ; I am with you al-r 
ways, why art thou then cast down, and what should 
discourage thee ? Is not this enough ? The Lord will 
be my strength and 'sang, and will also become my 
salvation ; so I pray and trust. In this faith I pur- 
pose to go on in my Christian and ministerial work. 

Since the death of my dear wife this appears a 
changed world tome; I am presently sitting in solitude 
and sorrow, hut would fain hope my blessed Re- 
deemer hath not left me comfortless. To the pMise 
of the glory of his grace, these words, and this pro- 
mise, *« I will never leave thee nor forsake thee" have 
ollten in my afflicdon occurred to my mind, and been 
sappcurtsng to my grieved heart. Happy to find 
among the papers of the deceased * some containing ah 
account of her religious exercises ; was thence prompt* 
ed to look over some of the same kind, which I had 
written concerning the exercises of my own mind ; 
found they were written on loose pieces of paper; 

♦ See i^fipeacUx.- 
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some of tbem hardly legible; thovght. it proper to 
write them again; perhaps they may be comforting 
to myself in some future period, or to some of my 
most intimate and religious friends^ into whose hands 
they may. fall when I am no more with them in this 
world. If I am not mistaken^ God began to deal* 
with me at an early period H)f my life : though I can- 
not mention the particular time nor place, nor the in- 
strument by whom^ yet have a distant remembruice <^ 
hearing th%word preached with much satisfaction, and 
chiefly by that great man of God^ Mr. Brown of Had- 
dington. I can also call to mind seasons about the 
time when I was first admitted to the table of the 
Lord^ when I felt much delight in secret, prayer* 
I think npw^ that the Lord was then drawing me to 
himself with the cords of love ; from that tune to this 
have oflen experienced that duty pleasant and com- 
fortable. I can hardly allow myself to think I am 
deceived in this matter ; but if I am^ let the good 
Lord convince me of my en*or, and O preserve me 
from going down to the grave with a lie in my right 
hand. ^ No, Lord, I do, as I have often done, appeal 
to thine omniscient eye concerning my sincerity in 
religious matters. 

Tranenl, March 6, 1790. — Though sometimes for- 
saken and left in much weakness, and fear, and tremb- 
ling, yet I, serve a good master ; though I am guilty 
of abusing his kindness^ and sinning against him in 
the multitude of his mercies, he is sometimes pleased 
to grant me an enlivening and refreshing «mile. I 
think my soul experienced something of this kind on 
the late solemnity, which is truly wonderful, cwir 
sidering my unworthiness, the vanity of my mind, 
and the coldness of. my heart: truth;, Lord, yet the 
5 
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^ d<^ eat of thecFiimbs wfaidi fiiU ffom their master*s 
table/' To thy great ^oodaess^ in providence and in 
grace^ lam indebted for all; a debt which I am al« 
lowed to increase^ ai^ which I would desire to ac« 
knowlege in frequent ascriptions of praise. Amen. 

Tranent, March ^7, 1790. — Ah! the weakness 
and wickedness of my hearty how it works incessant- 
ly^ and prevails almost uninterruptedly in peevish, 
fretful, vain, and carnal thoughts ; these, I think, have^ 
been more frequent and forcible of late than ever I 
felt them before. Alas I I am not what I should be, 
under my affliction, like a bullodc unaccustomed to 
the yoke, or like that King Ahaz, who in his distress 
trespassed yet. more against the Lord. But where« 
fore is it so ? Alas ! I have provoked the spirit to de- 
part, and I consider , God in righteousness as taking 
vengeance on my inventions : just, O Lord, yet let 
mercy rejoice over judgment O Lord, rebuke me 
not in thine anger, neiUier chasten me in thy hot dis- 
pleasure ; have mercy upon me, for I am weak. 
Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed, my soul is 
also sore vexed ; but thou, O Lord, how long; return 

Lord, deliver my soul ; Oh ! save me for thy mer- 
cies sake.- My experiences of late seem to me as a 
commentary on these words, and I think my heart 
goes along in the prayers which they contain. Though 
Providence appears to put on a gloomy aspect, and 
s^ms to have been .frowning on me, both personally 
and relatively, since the death of my dear wife, yet 

1 would fain encourage, myself in the Lord my God, 
hoping that he will not chide continually, nor contend 
always, nor cast off for ever. No, no : come, my des- 
ponding, my distrustful, my vexed soul, wait on the 
Lord, and be of good courage, and he will strengthen 
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and sorrow; tbe tioie U «lioi!t-««re long the days of 
thy Mourning shali be ended ; this is not thy rest ; ye 
ifaell hav« happiness enough in heaven^ whither I 
expect ye shall go, iiireugh the groise of the dear, 
dear Redeemer. 

Tfwunt, AprH 9, 1790^— Wece I to mark my pre- 
sent ftdings, I might teJl myself, and i«eord perhi^s 
lor the perusal xii others, tiuit ahnoet nothing «lse but 
flatness of spmts, deadaess of heart, weakness oifsMk^ 
strengtti of eoiTtiption> sinful anxiety and distrust, 
with innumersbk ether 4s^s are to be found with the 
anworthy writer ;-*-4»eheld I^am vfle, let me abhor 
myself^ and repent in duet and aslies. So to irem 
becoming more patient asDd i«signed to the will of 
God in the late aw&l visitation of his providence, I 
seem to myself as if I were growing more pvond, 
more fretful, and more diseonlieiited. My solitude 
feeds my sorrow^ and my sorrow tends to kicrease and 
strengthen tibese evil tempers. But, my God, (for 
notiiwilli^Uaiding all my baseness and vikness, I oan^ 
not think of renouncing my claims, and I trust he 
^fll not disown me,) wheref<we is it tfcus witii me ? 
Ah ! it is my own wiekedness correcting me, and my^ 
backslidings r^rovii^ me. I will not be right as 
long as I remain in ^^is wretdied world, and carry 
about wil& me a body of am and death ; pained with, 
the evils of it, and the many causes of uneasiness in. 
this unhappy state of existence, I think I have good 
reason to call frailty happy, death denrable, and to 
look on immortality with an ardent heart ; but, Lcvd^ 
I wish to be at thy disposal, and to wait thy time. I 
would only desire of thee that my strength may be 
"equal to my day of service and suffering, and that 
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Christ may be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life or death. I have reaJson^ however, to fear that 
my sentiments at present on the vanity of the world 
and poorness of this life, may perhaps arise more from 
the weak and gloomy state of my mind, than from a 
solid, jadicious, and scriptural persuasion. After all 
my tossings, return, O my soUl, to thy rest, it may be 
the Lord will be gracious : turn my mourning into 
dancing, and gird me with gladness. Desiring it may 
be 8o, and trusting it shall be so here or hereafter, or 
both, I am thine, Robert Shirreff. 

Traneni, Mat/ 8, 1790. — Providence is still threat- 
ening aiid punishing ; — ^have lost this week one of the 
most valuable members of this session and congrega- 
tion. I have esteemed him as such since my acquaint- 
ance with him, and from the same period have often 
found much comfort and encouragement in conversa* 
lion with him. Taking this in ccmnection with other 
late visitations of Providence, I think the Lord hath 
a controversy with us. Our small number is reduced^ 
and, alas ! no promising appearance at present «of 
others coming in to supply their place. This bears 
hard upon me. Prone to doubt the promise and dis- 
trust the providence of my God, weak in mind, and 
weaker still in faith, my situation iseems very distress- 
ing. Bereaved of an affectionate companion at home, 
and of a trusty confidant in the congregation, I may 
say, lover and friend hast thou put far fr<Mn me, and 
mine acquaintance into darkness ; yet, blessed be 
God, I am not left wholly destitute and friendless, 
nor entirely without hope. Perhaps at evening time 
it may be light ; the Lord my God may enlighten my 
darkness, and render my latter end more prosperous 
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than my beginmng ; let me therefore tiftnt in hun in 
relation to all my personal^ family, and oongregtftional 
concerns-— the Liord will proTide. In the meansime, I 
coRceive it to be say duty to wait, to believe^ aad to 
pray; to be particularly earnest &r an increase of 
£uth and patkace, that in patienoe I may possess my 
soul, and believing, may rejoice in Christ, who is 
given to be Head over all lyings unto the dhurch, 
the fulness of him that fiUeth all in alL Lord, dti 
what thou Wilt in relation to me, only grant me th« 
seasonable and effectual supplies of thine ow^n spiriti 
Amen. 

jTraneni, MiyiSi 1790b<~Ninemotitbs to-day itiiGft 
my connection widi «— >- was broken by deaths dur- 
ing whidi time I have been in ^aatlia oft*— deaths 
more freqtfetit and dtstreaiing (my lather's wupUd} 
than any which have affected me in aiqr former pe* 
riod of my life. The word of Gk>d mentitms kday^t 
adversity, my lot seems to be made up Ai^y of di^ 
of this kind. \Let my soul rejoice! RefleeUog that 
the Lord sees that 8<htow is better for me thaa 
kmghter, mournitig than joy, adversity than' pros- 
perity. I^t me be encouraged and supported, the 
Lord shaU reign ibr ever, ev^en ^y God, O Ziaii> 
to all ge^ieratious. The text on wfaidi I preached 
laet Sabbath^ there is ^io«gh in it; kt me not 
cast away my confidehce; let me humbly submit^ 
patiently endure, and quietly wait, till I see die 
end o£ the Lord. Wl^^^ ^ould not I be willing to be 
any thing or to be nothing. I have reason to be 
thankful that through grace I have been endikd to 
retain soaiething of a character as a Christian and « 
minis^r. Lord ^ix^^^oist me in this seaaoii of personul 
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md riiatsw txiah, gmat tOBtbe meCiftBd iittprGrr»* 
ttHSDt of than; he^ me ta wait an> ttoe in tif0 way o( 
tlijr jndgniartSy and to IHraintiie' ftitb^aad' hope of 
file Gotpel« caating.all my CfamtiMi and' mfflidteriat 

Trmutiii Jime^% 1f7g0«— -O^ if I could- encourage 
ttyaelfiatheLordBiyGbdi Mydtscoiifagtmenteseem 
wxKOteB&Xf^ and increMing; they press on mf- miadj; 
which is ivviindedand^byoiQen: liStiieyai^continMdK 
let graoe enablo me to- bear AiOm^ and^to w:ait patiefttb 
Ly on the Lord for the sanctified inproiremeiiV of tiieaii 
I am ready t<K say in my haste^ all these things are 
a^nstjoe; but why oensnlt wttb^esh $siidL blood? 
Let me beliere in the Lord my^6od> so shaU t be 
ectablislied; yet miqF' I not observe with^Job^ are not 
my days^few I Cesae tlien> and lei me alone^ that I 
aMy ttifB eem^xi' a^ ii|de. There is gvonnd to hope in 
tiitedaikesl easee : the M^ and lofty piio^ wild* dwaUii 
wadi tiie humbfe and continte, batli mA, ^ I yn& 
not oentend 1^ evep^ nei^r will I be alwayo'Wfo€h» 
£br the spirit should fkil baf^re me^ and the sook 
whidi I have madf .'^ £e eomfoctcd^ be enconmged^ 
O my soul I and trust that idl these tli&igs shall be 
for thy profit Se tins mf fiEuth> my hope> my jojp* 
Anion* 

Tnment, Juli^M,l790' JVitf €twitf^.— Since thik 
time last year^ what afiecting changes have taken 
place in my family and congregation^ and among 6<»ne 
of my nearest relations : But thou, ** hard, art the sam^ , 
and thy years have no end." Let this be my consola- 
tion; in respect of past^ and in views of approaching 
alterations. The fashion of this world passeth away^ 
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why am I not weaned moxe from it? Why ia not the 
future world more in mine eye and affection ? Still my 
soul would cleave to the dust Considering with my- 
self, I see and am persuaded that in myself I am 
poor^ blind and naked ; .but my persuasion is equally 
strong, that I have light, life^ and righteousness in 
Christ Felt, I thought, in prayer some warmth of 
affection in giving myself to and accepting of Christ as 
my'wisdom, righteoumess, sanctification, and redemp* 
ti<m. Some sincerity in pra3ring for my poor infant, 
whom 1 desire also to give back unto the Lord. The 
congregation was likewise in my thoughts, that the 
Lord who hath broken us with breach upon breach, 
would repair these breaches, and make with us at this 
time a feast of fat things. Since my own trial in Au« 
gust last, what heavy trials by deaths in the oongrega** 
tion ! The Lord has done it ; let me submit in silence, 
and wait in patience, till he e&plains his doings, that 
X may not offend as I have done. I would wish to 
be more deeply imprejMed with the divine sovereignty 
over me, his propriety in me, and right to do with me 
according to his own pleasure. In relation to this sa* 
crament, my heart's desire and prayer is, that the 
Lord may be* with me, with his servants, and people. 
I would go to the table, and to the pulpit, and house 
of my God, waiting, hoping, depending, and trusting 
in him, that my heart may be warmed, my soul com- 
forted, my Redeemer honoured, and my God glorified. 
Although vile and unworthy, let me, let all, be favoured - 
and accepted— -let the Master of the feast be with us 
—Grant.it. Amen. 

Tranent, August 25, 1790'— This is the morning of 
that day in the week last, year which dissolved the 
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shbrt4ived eonnection between me and M. H. the' 
occurrence? of which, and the snrrounding days, are 
fresh in my recollection, and painful to my mind. Al- 
though I remember them, and am afflicted with them, 
yet I am afraid I do not improve them as becometh a* 
Christian. I feel dull and melancholy ; when, if suit* 
ably exercised) I should rejoice in the Lord ; but he 
knoweth my frame, he remembereth I am dust. In 
every thing^ I fail. Have some idea of what I should' 
be, and some wishes -to press forward; but, ah! I 
come far short ; Lord help me, let me serve thee while 
I live-^make me ready for my x:hange-^[Hrepare me ■ 
for a hafipy immortality — that to me to live it may 
be Christ, and to die it may be gain. .Such is my de- 
sire and my hepe« 

Tranent, Dec. SO, 1790.— Since my last writing 
these notes, have much to record of the divine good- 
ness. Have gone ou(, and come in, have preached at 
home and. 'abroad — hitherto hath the Lord helped 
me. O that I were enabled to praise 'my great jtre^ 
server, my kind. Master, my gracious Oodi But, ah I 
what I would, I do not. I feel a desire to serve the' 
Lord^ this, I hope, is always sincere, sometimes fer-< 
'-vent It were w^l for me to be better acquainted with 
the pious effusions of the gracious soul ; Lord increase 
them, and let me rejoice in hope of a time when I shall 
behold thy face in righteousness, and be satisfied with 
thy likeness. This day was observed as a fast in the 
congregation ; prayed inlthe morning with some ease 
and readiness, but preached for the most part with 
difficulty and confusion. The Lord is Sovereign 1 
Often I am most at a loss when I least expected it. 
Let this teach me to be always diffident of my own 

E 
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pr^parftlidn^^ and influence me to go to the pulpit in 
a humble deptocUmt frame df mind. Since the publte 
services of the day w^re finidied, I have been essaying, 
the dtoti^ of eonsideraticm, confession^ and supplica- 
tbn ; bttt^ alas ! I attained net to any degree of ferVottr 
in them. I attemptied, however^ as a vile creature^ to 
give myself, my family, my flock, unto the Lord. 
What can I do ? where can I go ? upon whom can I 
rfely i all refuge fafla me^^there is none that can take 
effectual eate of my soul— wherefore I will cry unto 
the Lord, I wiU say unto hfkn, thou art my refUge> 
and my portion in the l«id of the Hvit^, I would 
likewise denre to accept of him as the Qod of my 
child ; trusting and prayitog Uiat he will be my G<Mi> 
and the God of my seed— so be it, O Lord? Another 
year is an the point of leaving me. Reflecting on the 
events of it, I see a diversified scene of merdes add 
judgments, of toknforts and crosses, of smiles and 
frowns. Considel*ing «11 the waj by whidi the Leid 
hatii led kne in the course of my pilgrimi^, let me set 
up a stone, and call the ntoie of it Ebenefeer, spying, 
hitherto htith the Lord helped rile. Pensive and 
thoughtful^ broken in heat-t, and Wounded in spiri)^ 
mine eyes are unto thee, O God, thou givest power 
to the fainti and to th6m that have no might thou in^ 
ereasest strength. Having these promises, why art 
thou dast down, O my soul ? why art thou hot always 
triumphing in Christ Jesus ? 

Tranent, Feb. 21, 179l.-«In dependence on God, 
let me cast away my fears, nnd rejoice all the dtoy. 
Alas ! that I should be so fearful, so distrustful. So 
unbelieving ; ^is may be owitig in part to the weak 
and wounded state of my mind ; but the Lord who 
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knowf th lif J fraqi« thrill nel^ I hope, bveak the bnii»- 
edr«ed> n^ qitenob the sviQkipg fl«x. Let me eo- 
cov»9tge loyaelf in the hoxd my God» beHevipg tfaet 
ia &e- day vben I cnH up^n bm, be will diwv 
near unto me^ end «9yi feer not Oar Ffttfiers truilp> 
edin him> end be did deliver diem; be will be the 
sem^ te their believing children^ nwsie of whom thatt 
be oonfonnded. How precious the word of God*»-4Miw 
euiteble m ell c egoo i A ow pertinent to raiqe 1 Belieiu 
{ng it^ let me r^iioe in hope that the Lord will ibe 
^y rocky my fortress^ toid my deliverer. The Lord 
Work ell hifl'WCHrk in itte> make me a shining Chris- 
tian^ a vncoessfiil mini&tei*! and a lively expectant of 
(be glory wbieb eball be revealed, Amm* 

rrenM, ilfey 9, 179L~I would detke to ea^ 
j»yielf» in all my peraonal and relative oencemsj on 
(he mighty God my Saviour^-Hmy predous spuU my 
ebildj my ftmily, my flook, and my friends; and 
Oh 1 that I might h^ eittbled lo do eo with the hes^t^ 
that whetever the Lord means to do with me in bis 
ptrovide^ee* I mey eheerfulty submiti Yet, Lerd> 
what wilt thou have me to do, my trials have come in 
the course of thy providence, fupport me uiider them^ 
let me not fall before them ; give me animal spirite^ 
but especially an abundant supply of the spirit of 
Jef us Chrif^j particularly when I feel frequently ao 
much a want of the former. Let nie wait on the 
Lord, and be of good courage« hoping he wi}! y^t 
ptjrengthen my benrt. 

TraHcnt, Juf^f ^8, 1791. Fast e?^«i>g.~Sitting 
and meditating by myself, what says my c(^nscien<?^" 
to the following questions: What evidences beve ( 
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that I am Christ's > He is^ I thinks precious to me. 
Upon what ground do I stand ? upon the sure foun« 
dation which God has laid in Zion. What are my 
ends in remembering Christ's death ? that this cbm* 
mand of his may be obeyed^ and that my poor soul 
may be filled as with marrow and fatness. What 
ahould be my exercise at the table of the Lord ? to- 
aigning myself unto him, and casting all my cares 
•upon him, temporal, spiritual, personal and relative* 
for time and eternity. What petitions sbaH I present ? 
that my carnal mind may be spiritualised, that my 
perverse temper may be rooted out, that my Will 
may be subdued, that my trials may be sanctified, , 
that grace may be given to support under them, and 
that I may be enabled to wait on the Lord in the ex- 
ercise of faith and patience till deliverance is vouch- 
aafed. I wovild hope such are my views and senti- 
ments ; Lord, perfect that which conccs'neth me.' I 
am poor and needy-^think upon me*— thou art my 
help and my deliverer-^make no tarrying, O my 
God ! Let thy work be the delight of my soul, and 
the mean of much good to the souls of others. Amen. 

' Tranent, Novetnber 26, 1791* — ^This is the day on 
which I was bom, O that it may be^as the begin- 
ning of days unto me, the Lord renewing my days as 
of old, and causing me to sing as in the days of my 
youngef years ; with my soul, and all that is within 
ime, 1 «^onld bless the Lord, and say of him, " He is 
my refuge and my fortress, my God, in him will I 
trust." Cast down at times I am ; cast off, I trust, I 
never am, nor ever shall be ; for I take this promis- 
ing God to be my God for ever and ever, and my 
guide even i^into death. With him also I would en- 
trust my child, my family, my floek ; as to my per- 
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9tax9l coDcemn, llmve tb^m with hioi, desiring And 
hoping timt he will perfect that which eonceinetb me. 
Lord, thy mercy lat^th for ever 1 Let mj thudow of 
death he tnmed intotbe morning ; let me t^ stsength- 
ened with might, and rejoice as a strong man to riw 
a race. Thus may it be with him? who, though UXif 
worthy of the narne^ subscribes himself the Lord's 
iiervant for ever. Robert SaiaasFr. 

Tranent, F^b. 14, 1792.-^ Providence hath been vi^ 
$iting me with a fresh trial-^inflicting the spiaU-poa 
on my child* I have yet cause to praise Ood this a& 
iSiction hatb been tempered with mudi mercy ; now 
there . are some appearances of its removal. O the 
goodness of God ! he knows my frame^ and does not 
suffer me to be tempted above what I am able to 
bear. But ab i my own weakness, I am hasty and 
di$^tPU8tful| as if I were afraid he was deficient in wis« 
dom and goodness to manage ail our concerns. It 
ought, to be a wonder to me that be does not bring 
my fears upon me. Let me he^^ail my unbelieving 
an^dety; and regret my want. of faith in the promise, 
and trust iu the providence of God^^Lord help both. 
We have the prospect of a sacramental solemnity on 
the first Sabbath of March ensuing. In some degree 
sensible of my need^ I would desire to wait on the 
Lord for every things as a Christian and a minister.. 
In both respects I would hope that my God will sup« 
ply all my needs by Christ JFesiju. Amen. 

Tranent, Ffb. 09, 179^- Ftui evpfmg.^Uy heart 
is hard^ my thought^ are vw, my affsctjops ase cold ; 
^S« alas ! is teo much my situation ; but it is not to be 
rectified by sUying (torn God ; I will therefore go to 
Mvh eryiogt Z^ord ciccum^se my h«irt» e^ablish my 

5 
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thonghts, and warm my affections by a live coal from 
the altar. I would take notice that this is the day on 
which my short time in the married state commenced 
in the year 1788. Oh ! the vanity of life, and the 
^mcertainty of hamah friendships. Lord, betrothe me 
«hto thee for ever. Amen. 

Tranent, June, U, 1 792.-^Preached yesteiday on 
the Christianas triumph over death. My desire is, 
that the truths spoken may be the faith and the food 
4>f my own soul at all times, particularly at that try- 
ing period. Have much- work before me; I desire 
to prepare for it, and to go through with it, looking 
to the Lord for direction, assistance, and acceptance. 
Although seldom very lively in my addresses to God> 
yet my persuasion of the need in which I stand of his 
presence is, I think, constant and firm. The ques- 
tion is, do I belong unto the Lord ? Yes, Lord, I am 
thine ; I have oflen said it before, I repeat it again, 
and will adhere unto it living and dying. Let me 
then hope that my Lord will be with me to perfomr 
all things for me, till he hath perfected that which 
conceriieth me. In views of sacramental solemnities, 
I renew my claim, and desire that a sincere and live* 
Ty hope of promoting the glory of God, the honour of 
Christ, and the good of souh, may animate me in the 
whole of my conduct ; to these let me add the hojpe 
<Jf getting something for myself. O it were desirable 
to have the Lord working with me, in and by me^ 
that my heart being lifted up in the good* ways of the 
Lord, I may run my race of service and suffering with 
pleasure and perseverance, till I have finished my 
course with joy. Come then, my soul, trust a faithful' 
God, rejoice to do his will, and continue hoping unto 
the. end. Why art thou cast down ? wherefore do ye^ 
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doubt ? The mercy of the Lord «ndureth for cvef 
Amen. 2 %• 

Tranent, August 27, 1792.— It is my desire^ but, 
alas ! far from being my attainment^ to be suitably 
affected with the doings of the Lord. O that I could 
remember in a Christian manner^ and for Christian 
jpurposes^ all the way which the Lord my God hath 
led me in this wilderness. It were very desirable to 
have the carnality and corruption of my affections re- 
moved^ the hardness of my heart softened^ and the 
obstinacy of my will subdued^ that, pleased with the 
ways of God, I might rejoice in all his works. Not- 
withstanding that deadness and depression which Ke 
on my mind, sin stirs and prevails ; I hope I may 
say it is no more I, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
There is, I trust, a priaciple within which maintains 
the'^scendancy of my heart ; and w|ien at any time 
it is overpowered, as, alas ! it is too frequently, I con- 
sider myself as led captive by the law of sin which is 
in m J members. Let me wait, and look, and long 
for deliverance, and give thanks to God in expecta- 
tion of the victory at last. 

Tranent, Nov, 19, 1792.— I have much reason to 
be thankful— ^was carried through my late services 
with ease, and il«quently with inward feeling and 
satisfaction ; ta the praise of sovereign grace, be this 
written and recorded. Notwithstanding the convic- 
tion of my mind that all is owing to the goddtiess of 
the Lord, yet my vain heart would lift up itself. 
Hence my proud and self-flattering thoughts, which, 
though concealed from men, are manifest to God, and 
not unknown to myself. I need humbling dispensa- 
tions, and I get them. The services of yesterday 
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were^ in the mftiiif very tasteless and iasipid.ti) m#« 
neither pleasing me while I was employed in them^ 
nor satisfactory to my reflection. I see no truths im- 
press the hearty without the energy and opi^raticNi of 
the Lord the spirit. Alas ! that I should resist and 
grieve him at any timei and so provoke bim to with- 
draw &om me. O to be filled with him at all times^ 
and forsaken by him at rume, then spiritual exerqises 
would be my delight. 

Tranent, Feb. 20, 1793.<^To^day we have been 
employed in the exercise of fasting, having the pros-« 
pect of the sacramental supper on Sabbftth first. FeU 
richer lapguid in praying, yet not altogether without 
some fervour heard concerning the stony heart ; felt 
as I may always feel, a proof of the hardness of my 
own heart Now, with my present views, I ask my- 
self what are the evidences of my faith ; do I believe 
on the Son of God? He is the object of my trusty I 
resign myself unto him, I iiccept of him, I am well 
pleased with him, and desire to serve him. I ask 
myself again, what are my needs whidi I would wish 
to have supplied ? that the Lord would grant me an 
increase of grace, strength for duty, victory over my 
corruptions, support under my trials ; and so far and 
so soon as he thinks proper, deliverance out of them. 
Further, I ask myself what are my plagues ? Ah I 
a carnal heart, including the basest, the vilest, and the 
most wicked inclinations; and these of every sinful, 
kind, known to the Lord, and not unknown to my-^ 
self, painful on reflection ; but this is all my support, 
that Christ came to save sinners. As to the work be^ 
fore me, X desire and hope the Lord will be gradoua 
-^He is a tried stofie^ I am encouraged by his help 
on former occasi(»i&«*I tmst he will not dmy me on 
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this. O to be enabled to tell the church that Christ is 
all in all, and to find it so in my experience^ that^ like 
an angel/ I may be all love and life in his service I 
The above is the action sermon text. 

Tranent, Sept. SI, }793—- 1 have much reason to 
lament over my weakness and wickedness. I must 
commit myself wholly unto jthe Lord ; there is no 
possibility of standing but as upheld by him. O that 
I may be kept from fainting and falling, and enabled 
to maintain my hope and confidence in his word. 
The Lord knoweth the days of the upright, he knows 
all my days, and I trust will be with me until the 
days of my mourning be ended. Let me be of good 
comfort ; if he denies me some things, let me try to 
find all in himself. I would be submisnve to his will. 
O that he would endow me with a humble, patient, 
and subipissive spirit, that I may be resigned in every 
thing ; though this time may seem long, yet it is my 
duty to wait. He hath done well for me in past pe* 
riods of my life, I hope he will continue his loving 
kindness ; his hand is not shortened that it cannot 
save-— he is always the same. ' 

7>anerU, October 4, 1793.— Reflecting a little on 
the ways of providence, I find my heart far^ very ftr, 
from being suitably afiected with them. I have to 
lament the want of a kindly and cheerful submission 
to the will of God. Nevertheless, I see. and do ac« 
knowledge that the most painful of his dispensations 
are mingled with mercy. O to be pleased with every 
thing as the doing of the Lord ; let me aim at this 
attainment ; let me, like the poor woman in the Gos- 
pel, press through the crowd of lusts within me, and 
devils without me, to get to Christ; and having got 
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to hm» 1ft me flay my9etf uppn bun> in hoptf he wfll 
cnre my plagiMs^ forgive my sm^ and Mve my soul 
At the same liiQe« I woulcl eicquieice m his disftosub 
respecting all that conoemelh mo with cabmiess an4 
composure. May this be ever satisfactory to my 
»md, that all things mre of God. Sorely theve is 
enough for my comfort in this ooosideration : '* wooM 
to God it were always fresh^ and alwi^s powf rfq]« to 
the soul of him who desires to love the Lord Jesvs 
Christ in sinc^i^.'' 

Tranent^ N<n>. 4*1 n93.^^acob vowed a vow, sily« 
ing, '' If God will be with me« and will keep me is 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, asd 
raiment to put m, Sfo. tbe» shell the Lord be my 
God/' In like mimnerj hoping th«t the Lord yrSi 
be with m9» end will keep me in the way of duty, I 
embraee him as my God^ and smrender myself aad 
all I have to his service; trasting in his power and 
promise, I go forth to duties and diScultiei^ to wori( 
and warfare. Let me slay myself upon the holy One 
of Israel in truth ; nono perish that him truHr With 
David, my prayer is, '' uphold me aecording to thy 
word, that I may live, and let me not be ashamed of 
my hope ; anoint me with fresh oil, and let my tongue 
be like the pen of a ready writer. Have finished thf 
<;hristiai| armour on Eph. vi, 10— 19. Began these 
discourses in October last year, and concluded thei^ 
on the last Sabbath of the same month this year. May 
the L.ord impress them upon us all» that we may 
overcome all. Amen. 

Traneni, Dec. 96. ITpS.-^In the eouree of this yeai^ 
to the above date, the ways of providence have been 
mudi in an uniform strains No remarkable change hae 
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ftiltett out i^ my fet; Mjr littte ftmily ancl eon^pr^ft^ 
lion remaili iritiwwt any cxtntordiiMry «lterftti<m'^ 
Messfed b« God for liis mercMs to both« O let us 
M^^ «tid our ioiils rindi pndie thee ! My little otie, 
«Bd ill the iott]ft ci my WMdl chargo, I csast Hpoa 
^e, Widi regafd to myttlf, I am tiiy 8«fvaiit^ let 
me never be a dbcrlMlit to a mafiter »o gttat «&d so^ 
good ; come vrbat may in the subsequent period of 
my poor iife^ I purpoae le adh^e td tho^ And to ihy 
Woric ; if my triida and (emptatieAs ard ootttinuiNli let 
neeaqierience tile power oPGfartat^ that tmtofwisA* 
wml may b^ ttnong. Thatikfiil woald I be for thi» 
divine goodnes^^-Jiiimbled lower lliaii the earth it be» 
Mmeb m^ to be ten aoeMtit of my dwti ^nwoi4hk<ne ; 
yet I tnut tliat I have eeme good hope ttoiegk grace 
tlM the Lord will bear, and ottrfy> and d^ver tno;, 
and ehew me ift last hts ialv«ti»n. Amen* 

Tranemi Maroh S, i794^i^We hfl(ti>e again been pri« 
sieged with our sacmmeimd commm»0»i on Sabbath 
kttt. I was siippoited and upheld by the good lumd' 
of God upon me. The Lotd does not give me tench 
aeniible eomfort in my work ; at timesy howe^rer^ I 
Mtwhat I e{Mike> and was impressed ^ri^oat the dose 
ofth^ service) in oommunicating, vridi this plensfng 
tfaOttgfaty thjRt nothing liioiild aeparate between Christ 
and my soul. Have mmefa reason to mingle tfianks* 
giving with humility : let me praise the Lord for all 
his mercies — let me go solbly all my days. Providence 
tfskes every method to keep down my pride^ and to 
teach nae humiMty. O lihat I may learn the tesdon> 
and go through the chequered sCene^ leaning and 
sftaying myself on die mighty One. The Lord dbes 
not seem <» gi^ me much succms ; perhaps the pro* 
pliecy and premises netetive to the people being ga« 
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tliered to Shil<A« may be fulfilled when I am nol 
looking for it, or when I am no more in this worlds; 
Gen. xliz. 10. which was the action sennon text. I 
think my desire; is to see sinnors gathered to the 
church, and to the Saviour; and O that I could h^ 
hour more abundantly, and pray more fervently, for 
the accomplishment of this object. Amen, 

Tranent, May 12, 1794.— Woes me, for the confu« 
sion and carnality of my mind, and the deceit and 
corruption of my heart— plagued with die operations 
of indwelling sin, and harassed with the buffetings. 
of Sataki. My case is very distressful; what if the 
Lord should let loose these enemies upon me; I feel 
my own inability to withstand them, and have been 
often, often overthrown by them ; the effects of wluch 
appear in cooling my fervour, deadening my graces, 
and damping my spirits. Yesterday furnishes me 
with a recent proof;' my services were heavy and op- 
pressive to me, and sometimes I thought to have sunk 
under them : nevertheless, the Lord held me up, and 
I trust will do, for his own glory, the credit <^ his pr-. 
dinances, and die good of his people. My convic- 
tions of baseness, vileness, guilt, and unwcffthiness. 
are such, that I abhor myself, and confess that the 
people of God, if they knew me, and God, who per- 
fectly knows what is in me» might justly abhor me. 
too. In this case, I roll myself upon the pardoning 
grace of God, crying, with the poor publican, *^ God. 
be merciful to me a sinner i* and acknowledging \f ith 
Paul, '^ this is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Cbri&t Jesus came into the world to. 
save sinners, of whom I am chief. On these words 
I rest myself, desiring to believe that through the 
grace of the I..ord Jesus Christ I shall be saved. In 
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the tnMQ 4itt«)4«t me^ook to fahn ibrligfat, libeirly. 
amd miisrg^tat. O that lie ivtmld nhevrxne ti^tf 
wayin which I should wftlk^ and kwl meihit O 
tet he would ^iveaiQ test from my fears; and my 
sorrows, and my h«fd bondage. Amen. 

Tranent, Jt^^ BO, l794L*-^Sabbath last we kept oat 
•olemn feast-^preacbed from Psafan cxxx. 8. Thi 
liord in mimerited kindness made the truths of hi^ 
word pleasant to my soul ; felt, I thought, fVeedom in 
preaching, warmth in praying, and some softening in 
communicating. O that i could prove myself grate- 
ful! Let me walk humWywithitay God— may he 
retain on the imaginations of the thoughts of miy heart 
aavoury impressions. What my public ministrations 
ore to others, it is not for me to determine ; but %6 fi^r 
as observable, ^ey are not accompanied with riiuch • 
effect at present. Providence does not make any te^ 
Tnarkable addition ttr our numbers, neither are we 
sufiered to decrease. F^r some years past' the com* 
municant roll has contained just about !iOO souls, 
never exceeding-, to my knowledge, ^05, Consider^ 
ing the little handful at our beginning, {56 members,) 
"with other providential obstructions, I muBt not des- 
pise the day of small things. If the Lord means that 
others should increase and Imust decrease, let me 
be silent; yet there is in my mind a sort of feeling 
that forbids me to draw a desperate conclusion. May 
I not adopt the mode in which Manoah's wifb reason- 
ed: If the Lord were pleased to make an end of u^, 
he would not have received any service at our hands, 
nether would* he have shewed us such things, nor 
told us of them ? He keeps us down, but he does 
not destroy us ; he leaves us in perplexity, but not in 
despair— who can tell but the Lord may yet be ^su 
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dou8 f May I obtain mercy of the Lord to be faith- 
ful. I purpose, through his grace, to cleave to htm 
amid discouragements, and to hope in his mercy £ot 
all things. Let me be on my guard against evil tem- 
pers; let me study purity of heart, and holiness of 
conversation; having opened my mouth unto the 
JLord^ let me never go back. The Lord keep me and 
^less me^the Lord be gracious unto me, and make 
his face shine upon me — ^the Lord lift up his counfee* 
nance upon me, and give me peace. Amen. 

Traneni, June 15, 1795.— -Come, my soul, let the 
abundant mercy of God encourage thee to hope in 
himj and to wait for him— the Lord will not cast oiF 
for ever. *' Yet a little while, and he that shall come 
will come^ and will not tarry." Death, I trust, will 
be a deliverance to thee from all that is distressing 
and perplexing.; it may be that even in life the Lord 
will enlighten thy darkness, remove thy fears, and 
convert Uiy sorrows into joy: at any rate, maintain 
thy hope in God— cease from man, but rest in the 
Lord, and wait patiently for him. Amen. 

Tranent^ July 27, 1795.— I write myself a debtor 
to God— I cannot discharge my debt— I am allowed 
to increase it— I desire to sink deeper into it He 
bath done much for us on this sacramental occa- 
sion ; he favoured us all yesterday in providence, 
and I hope many of us in grace. When I think 
of Jtny perverseness, my carnality, my pride^ my 
passion, my ingratitude, and all the other innume- 
Arable evils which compass me about, it majr strike 
me with astonishment that ever he should look on 
such a dead dog as I am. O the sovereignty, the 
freedom, and the riches of his grace ! It pains me to 
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the heart to think that ever I should offend him.. I 
must return again to the field of battle^ not without 
some hope that he will be with me, and lead me on 
to victory and peace. The Lord will bring me forth 
into a large place^ and delfver me^ because he delight- 
eth in me. In the mean time> let me be thankful-; 
let the high praises of God be in my mouthy and a 
two-edged sword in my hand. Notwithstanding my 
difficulties and discouragements, I would persnade 
myself that the Lord will not suffer his own cause to 
perish. Q that the glory of the Lord may be reveaU 
ed amongst us; and that we/ and all fleshi may see it 
together ! (Action sermon text yesterday, Isa. xl. 5. ) 
my desire is, that this work, which is of God, may hm 
established till his glory becomes the fulness of th« 
whole earth. Amen. 

Traneni, Dee* 23, 1795.— The frame of my mind 
hath been dull and languid for some Sabbaths of late, 
chiefly in the afternoon. I have come in quite dis- 
satisfied with myself; the word of God wa» powec* 
less when delivering it^ and ineflicacious when re« 
fiecting upon it — my folly makes it so. I cannot tett 
what foolish imaginations, wandering desires, empty 
thoughts, and a thousand vanities of a similar nature, 
do possess me.*- I trust they are disallowed^ and con-^ 
demned as unwelcome intruders ; yet I fear they are 
the sinful occasions of the divine withdrawment, and 
of my consequent deadness. I would gladly be rid 
of them, and cry, <' Lord, how long shall vain 
thoughts lodge within me ?" Who of my Christian ac- 
quaintances that see me would suppose that I have 
such a heart ? " Create in me a clean heart, O God." 
Perhaps another important diange may take place in 
loay lot; but I pray that no suoh thing may ever 
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reoce^-the Lord manage for me ia all thingsw Amen. 

. TrantnL Feb* IB, 1796. Fasl eveuiug Christiani* 

.1^ if. a tmty rational work ; its seat m in the 600I ; 
it- is produoed and preserved hy the power of God ; 
jsothing less can keep religbn alive ia usj so man/ 
ave its opposeffS/ As ta myself, I feel such opposivi 
-tioa to what ia goo^. that I am convinced nothing 
,but the exceeding greatness of divine power can en- 
jible me to overcome it I set that the same power 
ii needful for assuting me in the whole course «f my 
C;hriatiaaand ministerial warfare. Such is the weafe 
:nesftofmjhand0rMid the welg^ of my diitlai^ that 
eny wly resouvce is iheomalf^eBoe of God» entfteieed 
in strengthening the weak hand^^ and oonfinnia|^ nhe 
feeble knees. I think I am net without trust in God ; 
IMV. shall all my feara and foes undermine it. AU 
.though not affected as. I should be with my sins, yet 
.m^ ^Qvktions tell me that there is no hope lor me 
but inr God my Saviour. I ask mercies of the God 
.of heaven^ that he would smile upon us on this oecaf 
jtiaofs 1 go to him fcMr light and direction^ for comfort 
>and help> for peaos and pacdon> and for ^U salviitioQ^ 
.0 that my heart may be- enlarged in his service^ and 
xn^^iips opened in his j^ajse; that with eaae aad with 
^arneetness I may publi&h his pre-eminence to my 
feih).w vaen. (C<d. i. 18. intended acttoa aeKmon 
text) My heart says amen ; and may the Lord.my 
iGod ay so tea.. 

: Tranod, Mcjr 2i» 1796.~The Lord ceBtiimea his 
loimg kindneas— 'k becomes ow to be thankful^lilesa* 
«d be God* I look to htnv that the oaii^igal uA$taom 
nam i^stibliahed may be sweetened and sapctifi#; 
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nothing but hii presence and blessing can render na 
comfortable. I would likewise have my eyes towarda 
him for direction, assistance^ success, and every thing 
else in my private and public relations. I would not 
wish to tempt and to prove him, after having seeii 
his workff, and experienced so much of his kindness; 
I would put my trust in him, and wait upon him, for 
what in Uie course of his providence is best for me, at 
all times, and in «11 things^ I stand much In need of 
that wisdom which is profitable to direct— of that 
ftith which will enable me to believe— of diat trust 
which will dispose me to depend, and of that pa^ii 
tience which will enable me to wait. The Lord work 
in me both to will and to do of his good pleasure; 
and ordain personal^ family^ and congregational peaot 
for mCi Amen* 

Tranent, Augnsi 8, 1796.— I have only to say in 
general, that God does not appear any way rediark^ 
ably for us ; yet he does not seem to have forgotten ua 
altogether : he keeps our small congregation togethefy. 
but does not give any great accession to our number* 
I would walk on in the path of duty, still trusting <k 
fbithful God ; all events are in his hand — ^he will givi 
that which is good. I think I would willingly do aiiy 
diing in the service of Christy and feel a desire that 
my sphere of usefulness were enlarged. O what shaH 
I, wW can I do, for him who gave hiihself for mel 
AH is less than nothing. Was carried through my* 
work' on Sabbath was eight days; preached and 
heard on that occasion abundance of precious and 
usefol truths. The Master of assemblies fix them ns 
goads and nails in our heati: alas ! that they should 
^ver be forgotten' by as ; keep them, O Lord, fbr 
«ft«»may we live habitadly^ under the impression of/ 
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TfMeni^ Nov. 28, 1796U.TW above it 4h^ {lajr of 
tbe mottth in wliich Providcifbe'brdoglit ma votoi Ab 
land e£ ihe- liTuif ; liitberto I have bem prcsevvedi 
Ibe Leed^alh dealt kindly with me in respect of boN 
dilj health and outward eircumatauceB ; ray cup hath 
beeU' w^ supplied^ I have hod food and raimcntaa 
tbe^fauit of my own hhoura under the favour of God^ 
and «S' mmk vigpav of body and mind as haa enabbd 
ma to discharge thedutiesrof my office in: some poor 
meaitgCr I have not been laid' aside fsom. my puUic 
seavioes a single Sabbatk fiiace I entered into the mi« 
^istry ; this I record to the praise of providential 
goodness. Encouraged by the past^ I purpose togo on' 
for the future* I would say with David, " because 
he hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore wiH I 
cdl upoa hkn as long as I live ; because thoa hast 
been my faelp^ therefore in the shadow of thy wings 
will I rejoice." God grant me fre^ and plentiful 
auppliea of hie g^aee for every day, nKmth, and year 
of my short life. Continue to uphold me^ renew my 
atrength, increase my seal, and render me more lively* 
more active, and more successful in thy work.. It con-* 
aists with theiwomiise on. which I hope, and by whidi 
I am encouraged, '* Lo, I am with you always*^ 
Amen. So prays the wviteir, AoBEaa* SuiuuKwr. 

TranenU Nov. 10, 1797.--Ble8sed be God, '' he is 
my strength, and my song, and is beconm my salva» 
▼atjoa." I do not always feel enlargement in his ser<* 
vice ; but he does not deny me that assistance which 
ia necessary to help me on in it with,extcxnal decern^ 
«ndi!eqpeot. I must JMVt be u w gr a t e fi il f itia given 

I 
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with earnestoeu. I hsffrt fcmid it good for ioae to 
dnv near unto God, and do now set to<mj aeaJ^ tba^ 
inadom'a ways are ways of plaaaaatnofa and peacei 
Ibme often tedixned homedisaatisfied with the am* 
pany of friends and ac^aiatances ; bat t»^ me it i| 
ewt a. ideasing feeling and a satisfactory refiection 
when I en|oy something: like the presence. x>f my God 
ia the ordinances oi his grace. £ven when he does 
nc^smile^ I see. it to be my duty and my interest to 
lament a£ter a hidiiqr God. I wiH trust in. hnoi. and 
live more as a sc^oumer in a strange land^ desiringra 
better country^ and looking for a city that hath fb«n« 
dations, whose builder and maker h God. Amea. 

Trament^ Feh, ig, llQS: — Hew happy is that mai| 
whose life is a life of fellowship with God, and of 
faith on the Son of God 1 How pleasantly my di^s 
pasa on when I feel roysdf supported and comforted 
by the God of all consolations* In this case> I make 
little of all the ills c^ li£e^. I bear them easilyt I .press 
through them with Beaokition, and look forward with 
fac^e and joy« O that this were more frequently my 
Sittdnment ;^ but I am in ihe body -and in the wodd i 
the morning cometh, and also the night, let me be 
thankfal: for both; the former preserves me from 
sinking inta despair, the latter prevents me from being 
«Ka1ted above, measure* The divine dispensations are 
all in. wisdom and goodites&i-»I hope to praise him 
yet {or tbem all. la the mean time;^ let my soul take 
up her rest in. God, and wait pa hitti,. whether he 
smiii^s.or fnownsir Aasen. 

. TrauMtt A% liG^ Iffigu^What i* the world ? f 
jrpn^, A dmHD|ij»4tii«Han^ How eagei^ is it puTf 
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imeS, Bow quicHy is it gone !' M^tacssed'on the iM 
nwt the interment of a brother, who, after being 
abroad for 16 jears, came to this country in MarcU 
f^t, reduced in body to a mere skeleton ; he langmsh^ 
bd for a few weeks, and died on the 9th curt. What 
solemn reflections inay this proyidettce suggest to me^ 
and the remaining branches of my father's family! 
Hbw vain is the Kfe of man— how passing the glorjF 
of the world— -how^ unavailing the riches of the east 
br west-— how effectual the progress of diseased-how 
irresiMble the stroke of death ! My soul, cleave not 
to the dust, seek durable riches and righteousness 
—lay up for thyself treasure in heaven— be rich to- 
wards God-^live in the hope of a crown of glory, and 
rejoice that the Lord hath said unto thee, ** I am thy 
God/' I have many friends still, so far as is known, 
eight brethren and sisters ; which of this number shall 
be next summoned out of time into eternity is de- 
termined by God — ^may he make us read)r. " O 
that we were wiie, that we understood this," Arc. 
Alas ! that any of us should seem destitute ot' the 
grace of God— but who can tell ! ' 

Tranent, 12/^ June, 1798.— It is good that a man 
should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of 
God. The God whom T serve is ridi and* liberal ; 
his perfections, his promises, his ordinances, and hisr 
providences, are wcllS of salvation, always ftilf, al- 
ways flowing. Blessed be God, that at times His pco« 
pie draw water out of them with joy. The Rraelitea 
encamped at Elim, where there were wells of water 
and palm trees j the saints dwell in the house of God; 
where there are abundance of good things. If we re« 
€tive some refteshment by the way, let us adore the 
eevereign kmdness. It is oar privilege to enjoy ofv. 
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diitftnceft, and blessed be God for them* They one 
not welU without w«ter^ nor clonds without rain-; 
sometunes they ^rop. abttodantly cm gndooa souk, 
and^ operating like rai ^ on the mown graas^.they ren- 
der them like a field ^jiich the Lord hath blessed. 
This the writer felt^ and desires that his feelings were 
moore frequent and impressive* His request to God 
is, that his Redeemer may be honomred. He laments 
that he should have so little ability and confidence to 
speak fisr the honour of the Redeemer* He often 
hears with ^ssatisfiiction and disgust much idle con<« 
venation, and either talks apart in it, or sits Mlent^ 
but haa«oi lh» eourage to restrain it. Let me labouFt 
mad strive, and prvf, thsU his power may work in me 
js^tily ; let me aaske-a sain^oe i^ my honours, my 
character, my ease, and my yean, for Im sake; let 
me trust to him for what is b^st for me in all things. 
He heth said^ '' them that honour me, I wiU honour." 

noMen^, 2m jy>r 3179a FaH mming^^HaYt fck 
this dajrmucb stirring <3f Corruption ; vexing thoughts 
and disquieting oares have preyed upon nFf mind, 
aad rendered me very uneasy. In my very outset, 
ipiEy God seemed toforeake me> so that I coold neither 
prefkoe nor pray with any degree of satisfaction to 
myself. But wherefore hath it been so ? the causes 
'are many aiKl mournful. My heart condemne me in 
pdbit of carelei^sne88> camaUty, pride, |>eevi8hness, 
and discontent. Woes me, my God ! I pour out my 
compiaint unio thy bosom, and request thy speedy 
return ; when thou leavest me, all goes wrong wi& 
me. I deprecate thy absence, and dread the thought 
of being forssken by thee, and given up to the €old« 
nes8> dteadness, and corruption of my own heart. I 
pny^ asid hope it shall be etherwise; my hopes are 
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founded upon and encouraged by the following pro- 
mises : '^ And my presence shall go with thee, and I 
will give thee rest." " Lo, I am with you always// 
" I will never leave you, nor forsake you/' «' H« 
will not always chide, neither will he keep his anger 
for ever. He will turn again." Amen. 

Having the prospect of our sacramental feast, I 
would be^ and am looking unto Jesus fat direction in 
all my ways, for comfort in all my distresses, for pro*- 
tection in all my dangers, for provision in all my 
wants, for assistance in all my duties^ and for con^ 
ducting me through the worlds and guiding me to 
glory. I lament that the little troublesome occurren«> 
cei of life should ever incapacitate me for spiritual 
e&ercises. The Lord pity me :. he knows my frame^ 
he will not forget me. 

Tranent, 1st August, ITdS**— Crod is just, he frowm 
in righteousness ; the provoking of sons and daughters 
is grievous, they may wonder at his patience towards 
them ; he deals not with them after their sins, nor 
rewards them according to their iniquities. It is how- 
ever for their consolation that though he may chasten 
he will not punish, though he may frown, he will not 
for^e. This is as the waters of Noah unto me^ **.As 
X have sworn that the waters of Noah should no more 
go over the earth, so have I sworn th^t I will not l>e 
wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee." The covenant 
which he makes with his people cannot be disahnull« 
ed any more than the covenant of the day and of the 
night. He will remember his covenant for ever and 
ever, the word which he hath commanded to a thouii 
sand generations. We have solid grounds of faith and 
confidence even at those, times when we walk in 
darkpQ^. I will cleave to a frowning God; I will 
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i^tdt£oi his returiii and hope that my light shall br^ak 
forth speedily aa the morning. 

Had little sensible comf<^ on the sacramental Sab- 
bath; felt heavy in the most of my exercises; yet 
may I walk every day with fear, lest I fall short of 
ray duty, and lose the concern for my soul, which 
ought to be impressed upon it; my constant* prayer 
should be, that I may not deceive nor be deceived. Npt« 
withstanding some grounds of complaint, I see much 
reason for thankfulness. I am surrounded 4nd load« 
ed with mercies innumerable. Providence has dealt 
kindly with me in a recent domestic occurrence, nor 
are congregational favours a-wanting. O that in the 
mixed dispensations of my lot, I may perceive the 
loving kindness of the Lord, and may be led to humi« 
lity, dependence, and praise. God is good-: '* He is 
wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working.'! • 

Tranent, March 5, 1 TOP*— Cannot praise God for 
any remarkable elevation on the late solemnity ; can- 
not, however, be sufficiently thankful for his good« 
ness. O how should my heart melt into gratitude in 
reflecting on all his mercies to one who ought to look 
•on himself as less than the least. Bodily health is a 
blessing which I have long enjoyed, and but powly 
improved ; yet I would wish to devote my life to the 
service of God, and be daily requesting t>f him oppor« 
tunities for his work, and .wisdom to embrace those 
. that are given. It is likewise the desire of my soul, 
if this lying heart does not deceive me, that God 
would shine on my wayq, save his people, bless his 
inheritance, feed them also, and lift them up. It is 
pleasant to think on the return of spring, it ia truly 
delightful to see barren churches fructified, polluted 
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lottla piudfied, and wonbipping afsembHes enlim|iied. 
We were middling well, attended von tkis oooaslon-* 
k ia «o &r w»I]» that peofde come lo iitar ^e word 
of the Lord ; were tlM JLord to touch thmr heaits bj 
meana of it> tbejr wonld foUow on in the waya of of^ 
dinances; the food of the aoul is preeiotts-to them 
that 4Uie hindering and thhrst^ng after righteoasness ; 
and aa for them that are full of themselves, the Lord 
aniy >cia coimace them of their wants and weak- 
neascs ; aoay they be awakened^ some stirring am'ong 
the dry bones would be a token for good. *^ Gome, 
eome, O come from the four winds^ thou breath o^the 
Lord, and breathe upon us slain, that we may live/^ 
Give proofs in the experience of many, that thou hast 
sanetilied and sent me into this place, and hast not 
forsaken one who subsci^bes himself thy devoted ser- 
vant, Robert Shirreff. 

Tranent, 27th Jnhf, 1799,~It hath pleaaed God to 
ilrisit me with an alSictive dispensation : was %e\ztd 
with a shivering and oold, accompanied with a fever, 
tahheat, for some days, and suddenly overpowered 
m the pulpit on Sabbath last at the close of the first 
jprayer. Some alarm and confusion were occasioned ; 
public worship was carried on by a brother who was 
provided for the purpose ; and if he had appeared in 
time, I might have been prevented from the attempt. 
He was not blameable, but I might have been more 
.patient, and allowed the congregation to wait for his 
^arrival. It is all well, nothing is mistimed in Provi- 
dence. If my treacherous heart does not deceive me, 
I acquiesce without a murmur in this dispensation of 
Providence — it hath been light and momentary ; a 
member, of the congregation has had a sore fever, and 
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oC Bome ouBtiaaancB, Hrlule my diMidcr was abated 
m a (ewdHfB. Hk «iig«r «nchirelli tnit a moment 
mJm hia^avnorla Wt; ** wtfffimig flaay^^dore forii 
sj^t9lMrt;ja7.«0iiictiii|i^emii|9iJng.'' Tbeiei««Mi^ 
aoiation alioQg ia»d lasting indaad contained in-t^ 
8lh, 9th, mA UA ¥enwa of the Imt. chapter of leaiiib. 
I iaem thovf^t liieiii orer, and repeated 4heiii to vay- 
self With SBtia&otion. What «re ell tke deyghtacf 
senae, and the joya of Ae aoBi of men? mere empti- 
aeafy oomparMl witfa that eomibrCahle persiiaaea 
whlefa Cttth insjMes of f^ continuance of Jehovgh'a 
great mercies and ererlaating Idndnesses. This is a 
sheet anchor in the day ^ dktihess j kcq|»t fast by it, 
wedudlnotsiak. S^ would I wis^ to Boaintain loy 
hope in the Lord ; Ms promtses i kaiow Aall not be 
bicken ; and my fiiith in them» ialthoogh often weeAc 
and wavcnagy ahaU not fail me. The door of mercy 
is yetcpen'; and/as a.smno', 1 again look unto the 
Saviour, and lay hold aa God's eorenant.- I resign 
and dedicate myself unto him, and rest on his saving 
arm for aiippoit during Mfe, «rid at the idose <if it 

Trmneni, Maroh 19. IMO.— The Lord hsith been 
ageu trying me in ^ fiHmace cf aflietion— was 
seifled on the ni^t of 4die £5th of Felirua^ with Um 
vecbh complaints, f hrf under considerable <fistiess 
ion some days, when it pleased Ood to rebuke t^ 
^disorder, and to give me » gradual recovery. Dor- 
mg ^t period of heaviness, the Lord has dealt wpti^ 
derfaUy with me ; I have been supported^ comfi^rte4, 
and delivered, li this tzvacfaeivms heait does not de- 
ceive me, my consolations were in propcMPtioQ to my 
eafferfiigs ; patience was strengthened, resignation 
was emaxsised, and a grateftil sense of past mercies 
Impelled me &>«ay) under the severity ef ptesent a£i 
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fiicdoDB, " bleMed be God ;" and I thought myadf 
enabled in every thing to give thanks unto him. Fd^t 
eaay as to the issue of my trouble, having, as I would 
persuade myself, a good hope through grace that 
Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be 
by life or death, tbat to me, living and dying, Christ 
ahall be gain. It is my wish, however, to submit cor- 
dially to the will of the Lord in all things ; if he pre« 
serves me, and visits me with future trials and ser« 
vices, I will trust in him. for sufficient grace, that I 
may be, or do, or suffer, whatever he has appointed 
for me— I am in good hands. I cannot enough de- 
pbre my impatience, anxiety, and distrust ; O that 
my soul were like a weaned child ; like my Saviour, 
let me ^bmit and adore-^'^ not my will, but thine be 
done." Wait a while, my light shall break forth as 
the motning, and my health shall spring f<nth speed- 
ily ; my righteousness shall go before me, and the 
Lord shall be my rear- ward. Amen. 

Traneni, July 24, 1800.— This is an evenmg for 
meditation, prayer, and self-examination. Meditat- 
ing on my own and the character of the Saviour, I 
perceive myself to be a guilty, polluted, and impo- 
verished creature; I see him to be a suitable and suf- 
ficient Redeemer. In the language of faith, delight, 
and satisfaction, I will say of him, '' mj beloved is 
mine, and I am his." Praying about divine things, I 
request support to myself, grace to my family, pros- 
perity to my congregation, success to my ministra- 
tions, and the divine presence on the ensuing solem- 
nity ; perhaps the Lord may yet do great things for 
us; be will not fail me nor forsake me,'why theja 
should^ I be dismayed. On the head of self-examina* 
turn, what evidence have I that J bdong unto Christ? 
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wiiat experience haVe I felt of the efficacy of his grace 
and the operation of his spirit ? To these qaestions 
my heart replies, ** Lord, thou that knowest all things; 
knowest that I love thee ; whence else can it be that 
I desire thee, that I choose thee, that I depend upon 
Uiee, and look for the enjoyment of thee: I have, (if 
I am not under a delusion,) found thee precious to my 
soul, thy ordinances pleasant^ thy work profitable, thy 
salvation the joy of my hearts— with these things may 
I have a growing acquaintance." On this occasion, 
may the Lord give me convincing proofs of Christ in 
me. My prayer is with David in the li. Psalm, verses 
7-^15. the Lord doing these things for me, my lips 
shall shew forth his praise. O that thou wouldst 
come down— -water our souls with a plentiful rain of 
the spirit— who can tell !— let me trust and go forward 
— at all events, nothing, I hope, shall ever separate 
me from the beloved of all saints—he is my Saviour 
and my hope, the rock of my strength, and the God 
of my salvation—^' the' Lord do so to me and more 
also, if even death shall part him and me." Amen. 

Robert Shirreff. 

• Tranenl, Sept. 2, 1800.— Every Christian must feel 
himself to be a poor, weak, and dependent creature ; 
of this truth my convictions are strong and impres- 
sive : but there is enough in Christ for me, enough 
of light, of liberty, oi strength, of salvation, and. of 
every thing. Glancing over Boston's Memoirs, I may 
be ashamed of myself; this good man, whose life was 
ejcemplary, and whose writings are savoury, was sin- 
gularly pious and heavenly ; he walked with God, 
. and lived by faith ; to him Christ was all in all ; his 
aflTections were spiritual, and his conversation was on 
high ; many,. I see> were his fears, but he looked unto 
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lights in every thing he made hia reqiiaat mub God, 
and God bowed to him hia ear. O that I eoold be 
an imitator of him and othera, who are bow inherit^ 
ing the promises; but, alaa I I am not worthy to be 
a servant to these servants of ray Lord. I am a poor; 
• cold, canial, helpless, inactive areaturey wtthqiil love, 
without zeal, without courage, and without perseve* 
ranee ; so fiir from possessing the boldness of the lied, 
I seem to myself to resemble the silly dove. Under 
these impressions, I feel heavy and heartless^ yeC, I 
trust, not altogether alienated and kilt ^ in me tbave 
is, I think, a will to that which is good— I would 
feai*, and love^ and serve the Lord-«I woidd pntfs I 
would preachy I would be devoted to God^ 1 would 
be emjdoyed in the service of Christ, and insCruuen* 
tal in promoting the designs of has mediatoiial glory* 
Such are my desires— God is witness. 

Traneni, Feb. 10, ISOl.— I am a mmmment of £• 
vine mercy, patience and long su&ring } I hare beeb 
chastised sore, but not given over to death ; God hath 
in righteousness visited me with an afflictive dispen- 
sation: I was taken ill on the 20th of Deceskber last; 
my indisposition issued in a iever, which raged with 
violence for a few daya, and began to abate of its se* 
verity about the end of that month ; then the L<»d 
in mercy rebuked the disorder, and gave me Indies of 
a recovery. When recollected and cspable of think- 
ing, I looked on myself as dying, and accounted the 
approach of death as not an unwelcome messenger, 
wishing to believe on the ground of faith in the doc- 
trines of the Gospel, that through due grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ I should be saved. This, if my 
lying heart does not deceive me, is my persuasion at 
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^eaeat, and I trust wiU be my hope when I must 
walk through the dark valley. The Lord's thoughts 
were not my thoughts^ he hath wrought a great deli-^ 
verance for me ; I desire to be satisfied^ humbly adcfT'^ 
ing his sovereignty and goodness, and earnestly re- 
questing that my prolonged life may bis >coBtinuaIly 
employed in dedaring the works of the Lbild* Like 
David in the cxviii. Psalm^ verses' 17, IS, 19, or in 
the dose of the xxz. Psahn^ '< thou hast turned for 
me my mourning into dandng; thou hast put off my 
sackcloth and girded me with gladoiess^ to the end that 
nty g^oty may nng praise and not be silent. O Lord 
my God, I will give thanks to thee for ever." Let- 
me never forget the strong Consolation with which I 
was supported under my trouble; enabling me to 
say, " I take pleasure in ^Uslresses, for when I am' 
weak, then am 1 strong." I desire to retain a grateful 
remembrance of these doings of the Lord, to bless him 
at all times, and for all things, and particularly to say 
with heartfelt gratitude, according to this time, '^ what 
hath God wrought V I have been long laid aside from 
the public services of religion ; eight Sabbaths have 
diq^Med since I was laid on the bed of languishing, 
and on none of them have I opened my mouth in 
public ; . however, the Lcard heareth the poor, and des- 
piseth not his prisoners. Trusting in his mercy, and 
relyii^ on the aids of his grace, I design to appear in 
his name, and to fill my own place on Sabbadi first; 
My. weak, misgiving, unbelieving heart, often fails 
me; but I purpose to go, strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might ; hoping that he will sustain 
me, and infuse into me something of the boldness 
of the. lion, the wisdom of the serpent, and the harm* 
lessnessofthedove. Amen. 
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TroMeni, FA. 16» 1801.«— Lectured and prescfacd 
yeitenUjr— ^loiy be to God for carrying me through 
the aernees of ibe day with ease, with pltature> andy 
I hope, with profit to myeelf and others. I record 
this to the (Hraise of his name, and for my own encottt 
ragement in pereevering in his work. '^ I love th^ 
Lord, because he hath heard my Tidce and aupplka* 
tions; because he hath inclined hb ear unto me» I 
wiU call upon bim so long as I shall lire * But thy 
helpi O Lord, I every moment need ; let me be fannu 
bie, watchfbl, prayerful^ and dependent ; let me hope 
continuallyi and beware of dishonouring my God, 
and discpiieting myself with y^ung thoughts. 

Trameni^ April 15, ISOl.-^Lct me vecoUect the 
mercies of the Lovd, and think with gratitbde upon 
tbem. O what I owe to the divine goodness ! I will 
think of It when I go out, and when I come in, when 
I sit down, and when I rise up; I will take encou* 
ragement from it, and hope for further eomnmniea^ 
tions irom its inexhaustible stores ; ** my people shall 
be satisfied with my goodness," saith the Lord, to 
which my soul replies, ua€!fu O satisfy me early 
w[ith tby mercy^ that I may be i^ad and rejoice all 
my days ! I trust the Lord hath not wholly deserted 
us; it would be highly consolatory to hare more abun- 
dant tokens of his favour and presence, but I must go 
cm-....'' the wind bloweth where it listeth ;"^-«*there ia 
something more than a probability, th^re is absolute 
certainty in the divine promise ; ^' Lord, I believe^ 
help thou mine unbelief." I will trust in thee for di- 
rection, assistance, count^ianoe, and success. It is 
God that girdeth me with atren^gth, and nu^Leth my 
way perfect ; he will give me the shield of his salva>i 
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tion, liold ibe ttp with his light iundj and his gentleneit 
will make me greal Do not then^ O mj uml, sink 
into ekspoodancyy rise above diy fears« rejoice in the 
sonriee of thy Saviour and thy God; persuading thy^ 
sdf Ifatt he wfll net fail thee» nor Ibrsake tibee. Let 
tte keep in a hmnble^ watchAil^ dependent frame : 
tikeirord of the Lord is tried» he is a bn^er toall 
ifionff ^h^i^ trast infaink 

Trameni,My 1, iSOI.-^Difficidtics may oeonr in 
tbe way of duty--I have foand it so«-jet daly ilMlf 
very pleasant and sadslaetory. O my sool, be nc* 
discouraged, press fiirwaid> go on in die service of 
thy Redeemer ; I trust thou canst attest from expe* 
rience his love and his faithfidnesB ; beware of pride, 
walk hvmbly with him, rest upon him, pray £ervcttt« 
ly unto him, he will not &fl thee nor forsake thee; 
never doet thou find such exquisite satisfaction in any 
thing as in the enjoyment of his presence, ministering 
the word to his people, and beseediing sinners, in 
Christ's stead, to be reconciled unto God. May this 
be ever thy attainment; how sweet, how desirable, 
how ravishing ! Bless God; look unto him ; he wilt be 
very gracious unto thee at the voice of thy cry, for he 
hath said it : do ye believe it, and plead it, and re«r 
joioe in it—the Lord enable thee. Amen. 

Tranent, July 2S, 1801. Fast ev€ittitg.— Waited on 
the Lord in the services of the day-— heard predons 
truths concerning the duty of Christians in hoUii^ 
fast their profession, and coming boldly to the throne 
of grace, &e. with the encouragements given them to 
attend to it from Jesus beii;^ the Son of God, and oar 
having him as a great High Priest passed into the 
heavens. But have much reason to complain of the 
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dead, hard^ and impenetrable heart— God only can 
touch it— -maj a live coal from the altar inflame it. 
Now, on a review of myself, my judgmebt tells me, 
and my conscience attests it, that I am a sinner ; there 
is in my heart an uifathomable. depth of deceit, 
there is in my practice an incalcvdable number of 
evils ; I can neither deny them, nor atone for them ; 
but I will betake myself to Jesus the Saviour, and I 
will rest on him for deliverance from them, and for 
the possession of salvation in all its promises and 
blessings. I adhere to my acceptance o£ him, pro* 
fessing my faith in him, and my dependence upon 
him; he is my Master, and I will serVe him; he i» 
my Redeemer, and I will hope to be redeemed by 
him ; he is my God, and I '^rill glory in him. I look, 
unto him at this time for his presence, power, and 
spirit; I am encouraged to do so from former expe- 
rience, and from present assurances in his word, that 
he willnot forsake them that truly seek him ; I have 
sought him, I feel a wish to seek hiip, and I hope he 
will not disappoint me— no, the Strength of Israel 
will not lie— with all safety I may trust to his word 
—living and dying I will trust^^Lord help mine un- 
belief-— O the need I have of him. A serious provi^ 
dence is visiting me and many others in the death of 

Mr. C ^*, who is now lying^a corpse in his house. 

What shall I say ? One is taken, another is lefl. 

Tranent, July 28, 1801. — I think I may speak to 
the praise of a promise-performing God; he hath not 
disappointed me ; no, he hath dealt bountifully with 
me, making his service on Sabbath easy, pleasant, and 
delightful to me ; and giving me at times^ both in pri- 

• The Fariih JSjIinifiter. 
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vate and in piMid, to anticipate Irilh some degree of 
aAMncdaa the glory wMch fihd3 be revealed* What 
If diia world compared wHiietesAity? what ave means 
and ordinanoes compared with the enjoyment of God 
himself ? and it seems no very dreary thing to meet 
with deatli» and to lie down in a grave, in tliefahh of 
that light and gladness which are sown feft the np^ 
right. A view of this disposes me to caU frailty 
hi^py, and death deshrable. Paurs faith will ope* 
raise Paal's wish, ''Idesireto dcf>art and to be with 
Christ, which is far better ,'*' yet the Lord's tune nrast 
be waited upon. He is sparing me, I hope it is for 
sflBiegoodend; ktmebetfaankftd. longfaltoring 
tmtotfieL gid i I oaghttolore hisai-<-I ought toserr^ 
hiia-^I oog^ lAKive many to say, •* My mouth alnli 
spank. die praises of the Laxd for* ever and ewtJ* 
Amen. 

Trmmi, Jan. 3, 196S.«-*Wkh wlmt bumble, aiee« 
lionate^ and gratefal lecdlecticms should I^ filled as 
onthisday; three and twenty years have elapsed this 
day since I was invested with the ministerial ofSee; 
Imr poorly have I cysehairged the duties <^ it— how 
ioefficadotts my mimstrations-— how wonderfiil the 
divine patience, forbearance, and hmg snflfering kind- 
ness ! I am spared— -some of my brethren, the most 
of my^&thers, and many of my congregation, are re- 
moved : I perceive, too, many deaths around me of 
friends, neighbours, and acquaintances ; let me realise 
the time of my departure, and labour in the work of 
the Lord with increasing yigomr. But, alas? what 
can I do ? the Lord make me in my future course an 
active and faitfafiil servant, xealous for his glory, sue- 
cessfol in his work, and wise in winning souls to the 
Redeemer. This, I think |s my hearths desire and 
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prayer : the Lord in answer unto it^ and in fulfilment 
of his own word» grant the oliject of it^ and to him be 
all the praise. Make my last days better than my^ 
first . Amen. ' - 

^ Tranent, Feb. 27, 1802.— Penetrated' with a sense 
of the divine goodness, methinks I find myself at a 
loss in saying, what shall I render to the Lord for 
all his benefits to me in my family concerns ? we are 
preserved in his mercy* and share bountifully in his 
providential smiles: the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be exceedingly abundant towards us all. O 
let these little ones and their parents live before thee ; 
the Lord bless mine as he doth the habitation of the 
just. Commemorating the mercies and the deliver- 
ai>ces which he hMh. vouchsafed,. I have^ffixedto the 
name of this child the term Ebenezer. This is my 
fifth child — I give them back to the Lord— the Lord 
take care of them, form them for himself, and render 
them the subjects of the grace of that ordinance which 
hath been administered in their names. I may be 
removed from' them, they may be tak^i from me, but 
may the Lord be their God and mine, and nothing 
can separate us from him. The promise i^ unto you 
and your children^ to me and to mine. Amen. 

Tranent, June 29, 1802—1 feel myself easy— -I 
perceive the goodness of God— -I would be thankful. 
In the Christian life there are many changes — we are 
lifl up and cast down — the Lord doth all things in 
wisdom and goodness — I leave it to him to lead me 
onward in what way he pleaseth, ^^ to the house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens." I hope 
he will bear me up in his service, carry me on in it. 
And enable me to finish my course with joy. £xpe« 
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rience worketh hope, hope maketh not ashamed, 
Mid partial communications are a sure presage of full 
and future enjoymenta. I lament my timidity and 
my diffidence ; perhaps this is more my affliction than 
my sin : my heart isfor God— -at all times^ in all com- 
panies and places, I have a desire to show myself on 
bis side. But, alas ! how little I do ; frequently dare 
hardly throw out a hint on his behalf; it would 
please me to be inspired with the boldness of the 
lion, that I might witness for him with courage, con- 
stancy and zeal. Shame may cover me, when I think 
of the boldness of Scripture saints, of ancient mar* 
tyrs, and of some present professors ; O that a por« 
tibn of the spirit which rested on them may descend 
and abide on me at all times. Were my faith stronger 
and my love warmer, my courage I think would be 
greater. The Lord work all his works in me, and to 
him be the glory,. Amen. 

-^ 
Tranent, Jufy 25, 1802. Sacrament Sabbath tn&m^ 
ing. — Yes, Lord, I have thought again, and do again 
subscribe myself thy servant in the Gospel, and a sin* 
ner expecting to be saved by grace. Let this be a 
suse covenant ratified on high, and established through 
eternity ; it cannot fail on God's part — and God hath 
engaged for the poor, feeble, fallible writer, 

Robert Shirreff. 

Tranent, Sept. 10, 1802. — Attended this we'ek the 
meeting of synod—- feel interested in the welfare of the 
church, and am desirous that her ministers may be 
under divine conduct in their deliberations, but !»• 
ment that I cannot make any appearance in her 
courts; how it is, whether through diffidence, or. not 
having accustomed myself to speak extempore, I will 
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90t preaume to determine; but it is oo^ at I Ihwli^ 
through digincUnation or disaffiectiaa to th« eaiiae iof 
Christ that I sit silent: Godj^ who luww^ my Sntaae, 
will pardoo my weakness, and aocqM^ the w31 fiir ibr 
deed. ''It was good that it waa in ^une heiHrt If 
build a house for my namV I wo«14 wisfciforboid^ 
ness and eloquence in piiisfling fpt ^ bpnoui (^hkn 
whom I serve^ biHb am oonseiow bereiyfiirMl dsfecti^ 
Alas! Ihat it should bead. I wi}l not at tfiii time 
lay down my pen without Mfying fisr &eah mereiefb 
'' blessed be God» the Qodof Israel;" he wjU yet pot 
a niQW song in my mouth, and centinna time after 
time to do so till he teris^ me to the eadof my ceusve ; 
then I eipect to praise him through eternity with 
adorixig seraphs and glorified saints, without inters 
ruption, without weariness, and without end, halldhi* 
jah! Amen. 

Tranent, Sept. 26, 1802. Sabbath evening.'^! take 
upmy pen to record the hotd's goodness. What I 
have felt engages me to say, '* I will sing mito the 
Juord, who hath dealt bountifully with me." O the 
ineq[>res8ible difference between enjoying his pee* 
aenpe and pining in bis absence! This day my 
strength has been renewed, and I have been carried 
up as on eagles' wings : it is frequently otherwise, but 
all is done in wisdom and goodness on Gpd's part. 

Tranent, March 36, t80d<— Arranging some secu- 
lar Qoncems, I see much eause to sing unto the Lerdi 
who in things of this kind hath dealt bountifiiUy with 
me. I desire to guide my af airs with disoietien, to 
^v^ to.ev^ one his doe, to consecrate my substMiot 
to the Lord, and to cov^t esmestly the best gifts. I 
cannot too much detest the world as a pectioB^ yet to 
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have » little in the worlds with the divine blessing, is 
« mercy. I do not wish to be prodigal ; and I desire 
to be neither mean nor miserable. I hope my heart, 
though too carnal, is renewed and set in its habitual 
aims on things above. To morrow I supply a neigh* 
bouring congregation, whose ]^astor is in much bodily 
weakness. Consider it as a mercy that this is not 
mj situation; and reckon it in- this respect more 
blessed to give than to receive. 

Tranent, Nov. 14, 1803 The Lord is good^I de« 

rive all from him-^I owe all unto him— I wish to be 
mcare entirely devoted to his honour and to his ser-> 
vice*^my desires run this way ; but, alas ! they are 
languid and inoperative i there is a period, approach-^ 
ing when every sanctified wish of the renewed mind 
will be completely gratified. We have of late been 
visited with death upon death in the congregation— « 
Christ hath the keys of death and the grave, he opens 
and shuts according to his pleasure—let us be sober 
and watchful, like men waiting for the coming of 
their Lord. - I feel thankful, if my heart does hot de- 
cave me, for the divine patience and goodness— -the 
Lord does not take me away in his long suffering— 
, he gives me bodily health, and upholds me in his ser*. 
vice — " not unto me, not unto me," &c. Preached yes- 
terday {Sabbath} at North Berwick, by appointment 
c^ presbytery, (the Lord having removed by death 
the pastor of that congregation, a young man, settled 
not much above two years,) and made intimation of 
this providential visitation, and declared them in a 
vacant state. Christ holds the stars in his right hand, 
he determines the time and the place of their shining^ 
and extinguishes them Whenever he pleases; to his 
praise I reG(H-d my preservation, and to his name I 
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present my request, that he would make me a burn* 
ing and a shining light. The Lord my God light 
my candle, and enlighten my darkness. Am«i. 

Tranenl, Nov. 28, 180S. Birth- day — The mercies 
of God to me^ and my ingratitude to him daring -the 
years of my life that are past, form a striking eontraet. 
I cannot sufficiently admire the one, !« cannot be hum* 
bled low enough on account of the oCfier : God iMIth 
been a God of mercy unto me— ^las ! I have been a 
child of disobedience unto him. I see in some roea« 
sure my forgetfulness of God, and condemn myself 
for it; my desire is for grace, that I may be enaMed 
to live to his praise ; and my hope is, that lie will np« 
hold me in his service, till he bring me to that phoe 
where his servants serve him in purity ; then I ^all be 
freed from all present imperfections, and from idl sel& 
reproach on account of them, and will vie widi the 
great multitude in proclaiming his praises. Mean- 
while iet his merciful kindness tome, and my family, 
and my fiock, be marvellous in my eyes. AM in- 
Hamed and all enraptured with it, let me aing akmd 
of his righteousness ! blessed Jesus, I call thee; my 
Lord and my God ! I consider myself as one of t^r 
unworthy servants, and do look unto thee for sup* 
port and assistance. Whether my appointed course 
shall be longer or shorter, may it be well occupied ; 
and at the end of it may the glories of the Redeemer 
be in my mouth, assurance of his favour in my heart, 
and a glorious immortality in my eye. In life may I 
walk with God, at death may I die in the Lord, and 
thi:ough eternity may I be with him. 

^ Tranent, Jan. 17, 1804.— -Lookii^ over some money 
matters Uiis forenoon, I nust «dm!re the goodn^ of 
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God to me. . '^ I will sing unta the Lord, becauae he 
hath dealt bountifully with ma" Forbid, O my God, 
Chat coBcema of this kind sbqald ever occupy an un- 
due place in my affections. Make me humble, thank« 
fill, and careful, that I may be ready lor every good 
work, forward in remembering thy poor members* 
and contributing my mite to every purpose that has 
lor its object the glory of tfiy dear name. I owe thee 
myself, and all that I am and have ; and O let me be 
in myiself, and in my substance, sp^lely and entirely for 
thee. Amen. 

Tranent, April 24/, 1804. — I should have been in 
Edinburgh this day at the meeting of Synod ; the 
morning being unfavourable, and continuing to rain 
through the day, did not set out. Shut myself in 
my closet between four and six in the afternoon, and 
suiaed, and thought, and moaned out my desires to 
the everywhere present God, that his cause may be 
supported in the feeNe hands to which it is commit* 
ted, and among all denominations who make a pro* 
£Msion of it, that with our body the Gospel may be 
preserved in its purity, and felt in its power. I think 
we seldom display greater weakness than in Christ's 
judicatories ; I cannot correct the evil, but I pray 
God that those whom h;; emboldens to speak and act 
in them may be under his direction and influence, and 
that the proceedings of men may terminate in the 
glory of God. 

: Traneni, July 8, 1804.— Now I am by myself, I 
must acknowledge the divine goodness, and record 
the' mercies of the Lord. He is a God who is mmd- 
ful of his covenant, and faithful to his promjse. 
Those assurances, Isa. xli. 10 — 16. were animating and 
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enooungiog; esperiehctng the grace contained in 
them, and hoping for a continuance and an increase 
of this experience, I will rejoice in the Lord, and 
glory in the Holy one of Israel. God*s words to 
Jeremiah are written for our comfort, " I am with 
tliee to deliver thee, saith the Lord/' Methinks he 
points out my duty in saying to the same Prophet, 
'^ thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arise and 
speak unto them all that I command thee.'' This is 
what I would wish to do, what, through grace, f pur- 
pose to do, and what I hope in this way ta he strength- 
ened to do. Amen. 

Tranent, Oct 27, 1804. — I feel uneasy at being so 
' long in noting down providential occurrences towards 
my family : An addition was made to our number by 
the birth of a son on the 8th of September last : the 
child was apparently healthful and thriving ; he con« 
tinued so about fourteen days, when he was seized 
with an inward complaint, of which he died in about 
two days and a half more ; the disorder soon chang- 
ed his countenance, and numbered him with the 
dead. He died on the 26th of the above month- 
baptism was intended on the following Sabbath, con- 
sequently it was not administered in the outward 
sign ; but> conscious of no contempt of the ordinance, 
and not aware of the event in his unexpected removal, 
may I not hope that he was blessed with the grace of 
the institution, and saved by the washing of regene- 
ration ? I see in this dispensation the truth of what 
I have often read, *' Man that is born of a woman is 
of few days and fall of trouble." Can I bring him 
back ? no ; I must go to him, he will not return to 
me. The time is short — O to be active and earnest 
in working the work of him that sent me. Rise up. 
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shake offindolence and heaviness, be patient, resign* 
cd, and cheerful— the will of the Lord is good— the 
Work of the Lord is necessary^ and the enjoyment of 
the Lord will be sweet and everlasting. 

Tranent, Feb. 26, 1805.— With a thankful heart I 
sit down to mention the loving kindness of the Lord ; 
he hath shewn me his favour, not so much in lifting 
me up^ as in supporting and delivering me, I trust 
I was not without his presence in my Christian and 
ministerial services on Sabbath-^I can at least say, 
" my heart trusted in him, and I was helped." Spoke, 
I thought, a word in season ; the people were appa- 
rently serious and attentive— the Lord alone can open 
their hearts, and plant the seed of grace in them. I 
wish to express it as a testimony of God's goodness 
that I felt little or no inconvenience on Sabbath from 
this troublesome cough which I have had for some 
time. God hath done for me in this respect what I 
was directed to ask from him, giving me rest froir 
my sorrow, and from my fear, and from my harc 
bondage, wherein I have been made to serve. I think 
1 am pleased with every view I take of God's charac- 
ter and conduct ; and feel gratitude, love; duty, and 
interest, all constraining me to subscribe myself hk 
poor, unworthy, yet, I trust, his sincere and devoted 
servant, Robert Shirreff. 

Tranent, Dec. 5, 1805. — ^To-day there was a na- 
tional thanksgiving. Embracing the opportunity, it 
was with us a congregational thanksgiving and humi- 
liation. Public exercises were conducted according- 
ly. O that I, as an individual, were exemplary la 
gratitude and humility. God's manifold kindness is 
gr^t— greatly is he to be praised. Would wish to > 
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retain a lively sense of what God has done or me^ 
my family, and flock. It should pain me to think 
that grateful impressions are so feeble and inopera- 
tive. I trust God has given me his grace, which is 
infinitely better than silver and gold ; though, in this 
respect, he has communicated more liberally than I 
ever expected, or could deserve. While I would be 
thankful for all his meroies> I would prize the best, 
and request that none of these inferior blessings may 
occupy any undue place in my heart. Though an 
economist in the use of money on common things, 
yet would not feel backward in laying it out for. 
whatever purpose has the glory of my God. and Sa- 
viour for its object. My prayer in this, as in every 
other case, is to know my duty, and to be strengthen- 
ed for the performance of it. Forbid, O God, that 
ever I should be averse to serve thee with the first 
and best of all that I am or have. But here, toof I 
come shorty and ought to be ashamed of myself. Let 
me declare mine iniquity, and be sorry for my sin i 
and endeavour through grace to be more holy and 
humble, more devoted to the interests of religion, and 
more liberal in distributing to the necessities of the 
saints^ for the sake of our common Lord and Master.. 
Amen. 

Tranent, Feb. 27, 1806. Sacrament fast. ^On Sab- 
bath first the holy ordinance of the supper is, God 
willing, to be administered. In the prospect, we . 
have this day been employed in fasting, as was also 
the nation at large on account of the war. Having 
none to assist me, I preached twice from Hosea. xiv. 
2j 3. Considering penitent Israel's conduct as record- 
ed for the instruction and imitation of penitent sin- 
ners and nations in after times : the Lord was gra« 
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clous, and I desire to be thankful. I would mention 
his goodness in relation to my bodily health ; though 
not exempted this season from the cold^ attended 
with a cough, yet the visitation hitherto has been mo-, 
derated^ and I have not been disabled for public ser-. 
vice. I would hope the God of my health will con- 
tinue to favour me in this respect, to the end I may 
glorify him. Now I am by myself, conscious that 
the Lord looketh on the heart, and that my Father, 
seeth in secret, I do sincerely record my convictions, 
my feelings, and my desires ; my convictions of guilt, 
my feelings of misery, and my desires of mercy, 
through the righteousness of my dear Redeemer^ 
With these views I preach the . truth to others, I re« 
ceive it for myself, and nuike an open confession of 
it in the churph, and before all men— God forbid that 
I should glory but in the cross. I would persuade 
myself of the presence of my God in the sanctuary. 
What will he withhold from those of whom he spefdcs 
as his people that have sought him."* he says unto.- 
them, ** be it unto thee even as thou wilt." I humbly 
hope that God will not forget me — no ; the word is 
gone out of his mouth in righteousness, '^ O Israel, 
thou shalt not be forgotten of me. Herein I do and 
will rejoice, casting my fears and dependencies to the 
moles and to the bats. So be it, and so I trust it shall be* 

Tranent, March 5, 1806.— -Well, my God hath not 
disappointed me ; ^' he is found of them that seek 
him." Strengthened, I hope, by his grace, I was en- 
abled to speak with some degree of feeling and readi- 
ness on the poverty of our Lord Jesus Christ, " wKo 
though he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor.'* 
(Action sermon text.) Let gratitude and love con- 
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\ tinually work in my heart; much is forgtren me, 
much it done for me, and mach is promised unto me. 
O let.me love much. I would wi^ to recommend 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ to all that hear me, 
and may God make my services acceptable to the 
saints; he hath not left me, and I trust never will ; 
changes have befallen us, but he still continues to up- 
hold us. To me individually, his providences have 
been changing and diversified, yet not without a large 
infusion of mercy and goodness. I will trust him, 
and praise him, and live and die rejoicing in him ; 
praying that I, my family, and my flock, may be to 
the Lord for a name and for an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off. Content to be enriched through 
his poverty, and willing to ascribe the whole praise 
to the glory of his grace; not unto me, not unto 
me; unto thee, O God, I give thanks, I do give thanks 
to thee, for that thy name is near, thy wondrous 
works declare. In relation to what may await me, 
it is not for me to know. Let me rejoice in the will 
of my God, and labour to be accepted of him ; em- 
ploying my time, my strength, my character, my in- 
^uence, my all, to his glory. So help me. Amen. 

Tranent y May 11, 1806. Sabbath ew»i«g.-— How 
long, O Lord, shall vain vexing thoughts prey upon 
me ? why is it thus with me ? shew me wherefore 
thou contendest with me— -uphold me in mine inte- 
grity, and set me contrnually before thy face — let not 
mine enemies rejoice over me— -make me more than 
k conqueror — set my feet upon the Rock of Salvation, 
and there may I stand with firmness amid all the 
storms and tempests of this poor life— he shall dwell 
on high, and hear as below him' the din and noise of. 
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this bitter world. Alas ! that I should he so little 
acquainted with the calmness and composure^ the joy 
and peace of believing. Were my faith vigorous and 
active^ I might be always cheerful^ elevated^ and 
happy ; but this grace is sometimes as it were asleep; 
and then there is within darkness^ disorder^ Impa- 
tience, fretfulness, and every evil work. Have to be* 
wail that these discourses on the abounding of sin and 
grace, and the superabounding of the one to the other, 
have not had that sweetness to me in the delivery and 
afterwards^ which such precious things ought to have ; 
though not so savoury to me, they may perhaps be 
satisfactory to others. The most excellent doctrines 
will make no impression tm our obdurate hearts, but 
as the Lord the spirit pleaseth. Amen. * 

Tranent, July 24, 1806. Sacrament Fast evening."^ 
"♦There is another law in my members warring 
against the law of my mind," I cannot do the things 
which I would — I feel corrupt affections lively and 
strong, gracious attainments languid and feeble, and 
spiritual exercises heavy and long—strengthen, O 
God, the things that remain. I will not cast away 
my confidence— my faith rests not on frames and 
feelings — the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
Looking to it, I will rejoice in hope ; as a sinner, as 
a Christian, and as a minister, I derive encouragement 
from it. I will not dishonour my God^ I will trust 
and not be afraid : as for me, I will come to thy house 
ki the multitude of thy mercies. Thus will I go to the 
sanctuary on earth and in heaven, to the pulpit and te 
the table, to services^ to sufferings, to death, and to 
the tribunal, and, I will add, to God the judge of all. 
Such are the mercies of an atoned God, Uiat they are 
my only resource. He is a merdful and a gracious 
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God— I htcm htf itf ao^ and I bop« to find him i» 
htwo. 

Tranmt, SipL 12, 1806.---I write myself a debtor 
every day to the goodness of God ; with muck hxtnA* 
lity ahd self-condemnatioii should I acknowledge hia 
kindness to me. What care do I perceive in others 
dboat their fiunilies ? I would not be careless about 
mine» but let my chief care be that God may care for 
them ; I give them to him that he may provide for 
them, and dispose of them to hii own glory. Let me 
never forget what he hadh done for the fiimily off 
which I am a member : it is my duty to receive thanks 
fully what God gives freely, and to make the best use 
of it, first unto his glory, and then for all the {mrpose» 
of real advantage for my domestics — much wisdom 
and graee are requisite. The love of the world is a 
prevailing evil--i^let me use it, but not abuse it*«let 
me not put it where it ought not to be-— let me, in the 
same sense in which all true Christians are, be ik$d 
to, it, and notwithstanding the use which my children 
may have of it«p-let me in mj own time honour the 
Lord with n^hat he gives me-^Abraham called the 
nione of that place Jehovah- Jerah. 

TroHent, Feb. 26, 1807. Sacrament Fast^FresLch- 
ed this day on Luke ii. 4S. and Rev. xvii. 14. The 
Lord does great things for me, the weakness of the 
instrument contributes to his honour. I cannot lift 
up myself— -what but gratitude and humility are be^ 
coming in sudi Bl debtor and dependant I fee), if I 
am not deceived, a warm heart to the Lamb, an at- 
tachment to his interest, and a desire to promote his 
glory. Can htfdly dodbt of his love to me, but must 
lament my coldness and inactivity in his service. 
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Wiih my pKient proflped; nine eye i« towaid ik% 
Lamb, lat I mu a sumer, end there is no eslvieUoik 
£ar me butthrough th&bloodof the Lamb. td. Itm 
« Christian, and these is no eedng in tins character 
but through the grace of the Lamb. dd. I am ami* 
sister, and I can neither fulfil the duties of that of« 
iGcey nor exemplify the ^praoes of the stationj but by 
virtue of communications ftom the Lamb. What 
then ? I write it, and let it stand upon weord, that 
the Lamb is the sooroe of all my hope, die lift of njr 
soul, and the God of my salvation. Partienlarly tvitk 
Bsspect to the.work bdbre me, I would reqiiest» Ist* 
that the honour of the Lamb may chiefly be my aim. 
2dly, That (he truths of the Lamb may be deer to 
my soul, and deeply impressed on my heart. Sdly, 
That I may be enabled to spesk them with seriousness 
and solemnity, to as to command the attention and 
win ^ affections of those, that hear me,, not to .mgr** 
self, but to the Lamb. And, 4tb, that at the cemnu- 
niim table I may resign myself, my fiunily, my flock, 
my all, to the worthjr Lamb, in the tmlh and .eince* 
rity of my heart. Amen. 

Tranemi, March 3, 1807.*^! would £am hope that 
the word of the Lord is not preached in vaini the dirine 
spirit alone am give it efficacy and success ; we must 
wait his time, abounding in prayer and thanksgiving.^ 
Let me attend to theseduties, the Lord hath dealt well 
with me-»*I think ike hath' given me the answer of 
ny requests m a note marked February 2& t have 
abundant reason to bless his holy name-— let me think, 
speak, act, live, die, to his glory. I look forward to 
my immortality with hope that it shall be devoted to 
the preises^of him that sitfesth on the tiuooBp and the 
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Lamb. O that now the Lamb who is in the midst 
of the throne may lead U9, and feed us, and give us to 
feel the workings of his grace under present duties 
and difficulties, ti]l, with eternal delight and satisfac- 
tion, we are gathered to the innumerable multitudes 
before the throne, where we shall see his face, and 
serve him without weariness, without interruptions, 
and without end««-the Lord God and the Lamb is the 
fight thereof. How childish and feeble areourpre- 
sent conceptions ! But I will hope to the end, and 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is 
in part shall be done a way— we shall see him as he is. 

* Tranent, October 26, 1807.—- Near three months 
have elapsed since I last wrote on this paper ; during 
that time various providences have occurred in my 
personal and relative concerns— have been blessed 
with merciful, and tried with afflictive dispensations. 
To me and my family God hath been gracious ; his 
merciful kindness is great» and ought to meet on our 
part with the most grateful acknowledgments. These 
I aim at rendering to him in our religious exercises ; 
and feel, I think, that force constraining me to the 
duties of the family and the closet. It is not for me 
to know how soon there may be a reverse ; but this 
I know, that future events are in the power of my 
God and Father, to whose will I desire to be submis« 
sive at all times. He keeps us in mind of our mor- 
tality in the death of others. Another of my sisters 
died on the 7th, and was interred on the 12th of 
this month.— Comfortably married in Edinburgh, 
she lived, I hope, in the fear of God, and may be 
numbered among the blessed dead who die in the 
Lord. Our mutual intercourse bad been long and 
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seldom or never suffered an interruption ; it is now 
terminated^ and let me acquiesce with the will of 
the Lord. What a humbling sight ! a friend^ an 
acquaintance^ a brother, or a sister^ laid in their 
cold and comfortless mansion the grave. On this oc- 
casion my feelings were moved, and I was almost 
overpowered. What poor things we are with all our 
pride and stateltness ! we are brought to this dark and 
narrow house ; the worm is spread under us, and the 
worms cover us : may the thought ever penetrate and 
impress my mind, and actuato me in the whole of my 
behaviour. Perhaps I may be the next of the family ; 
|he Lord knows, though I know not-^it is enough 
lor me to be.ready. Let death find me in Christ, active 
in his service, and looking for his coming-oblessed 
are those servants that are foimd so doing. To wi« 
dowed persons, to parentless children, to bereaved re« 
iations, these dispensations speak loudly and earnest^ 
ly. May we understand their language, and comply 
with their designs. Faith in the living Redeemer, 
and a Hvely hope of living with him, is all in all to 
the believer's comfort. '< I know that my Redeemer 
liveth," &c. 

For some Sabbaths past I have been animated and 
invigorated in the work of the Lord ; with humility 
and thankfulness I mention it, and desire to give him 
the glory I contemplate his greatness, and recollect 
-my own weakness, and subscribe myself a dog, or a 
worm, or a beast R. SiURRfiFF. ^ 

Tranent, Nov. 17, 1 807.— As for me, thou uphold- 
est me in mine integrity, and settest me before thy 
face continually." I may not be able to apply these 
words in all their extent, but do not apprehend my« 
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•elf to be ancnliitt strainer to tbcn—blegaed be God 
for any experieiice I have of tbem. With Urn viio 
first ^Mike them^ I wiU add, *^ as for me, I wiU walk 
in txdne iObegnpy. Bedeem me, O Loid, «nd be mev*. 
dfttl tome«-my loot ataadeth on an even pUconm 
the GongregatuAs will I bless the Lord.'' "^slmi 
t, end will purs ne st reagtheoing myself w the L<ord» 
end labouring to advmce, in my humble epbcre, ibe 
interest and the glmy of hie name. He hath besn 
mindful of me^ and will« I hope^ bless me moae aad 
more. What shall I render ? I can iwoder nerhing 
adequate to what I have leoeived. Yet it.beeomes me 
tosay.and I dosay it» '^ O Lord^ truly I am thy 8cr« 
vant," &c. Alas ! that I should be so timid and in* 
•otive in hifl service. It pains me to bear so mudi 
idle talking among some of oursdves about^tim« 
of a sacrament; yet not having eouri^, I cannot res« 
train it, and wanting readiness for oonversatian, I 
cannot introduce what is seasonable and pn^table. 
I ait» therefore, often silent, lamenting that we should 
he so unecUfying an omr interviews with one another. 
The Lord make us all good ministers of Jesus Christ 
Amen. 

TrmiefU, Dip. 24, 1897.*— Congie|^tional fast and 
itlianksgivii^f>«ii*«alone in the public services. Isaiah i. 4. 
and Isaiah xvii. 7* were the passages explained and 
applied; thought the latter of these particularly sea« 
aoMUe, aatfae present is a day in which a man should 
look unto his Maker, &c Have been preaching thb 
text and sermoivto myseliV— thiidi I am very blame- 
ablein lookup more to the creature than tothe Crea^ 
tor, and that God has chastised me for my conduct, 
^QEkbitteitidg seme o( my oreatuce eomfortf, and de« 
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pti^ng me of otfaen of them. Now I will locHn td 
my Maker tatd to my God, and expect from him sup^ 
port in life, eomfort in deadi> and glwy in heaveOk 
But is he my God Mum can I donbt of it? Ihopein 
his word, am deiwted to his senriee, and feel all that 
is within me sayii^y " yea, mine own God is he.'* 
Well, eihee he is my Gcd, I will love him, and serve 
him, and. deave <unto him ; " persuaded that neither 
Ufie^ nor death, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
ereatuse, shall sepaiate me from him.** My heart shatt 
be reserved £op him, my gold and my silver shall be 
holiness mato htm, my life shall be spent in his sex^ 
vice, and my death, I hope, shall be for his glory. 
Thoughts of death are toqaent in my mind ; let mt 
anticipate and fkmiliarize this event, and hope, when 
it come% the Lord will make me as willing to leave 
tins world MB he is ready %o take me out of it. Have 
eAen :felt» and do feel, an ardent desire that I may 
fSe cheexfuUy,. willingly, and speaking to the praise 
of my God and Saviour, the good Master in whose 
service^ so far as he is concerned, I have lacked no« 
thing^-4)i^ alas I woes me fer m3r8elf I 

Another year is near the close^-^luring the coarse 
of it what smiles, what frowns, what mercies, what 
judgments, what crosses, what eomferts, have occur* 
red ! I foresee the.end of men andthings— of time it^ 
sdif ; but I look iomy Maker as the evaerlasting God^ 
and the portsbn of my soul for ever. My days are as 
a shadow that dedineth ; I must wither as grass^ but 
the Lord ahall endure for ever> and the remem^ 
branee," &c. With God I dose^ and put my name 
to it, R. SHmnajnr. 

Trtmeut, Feb. 18, I80B. Fast evsm»jr.— On Sab- 
belb, if God pennit, we intend to celebrate saer*. 
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mentally the dying lo^e. of our Redeemer. Every 
ordinance of his is predous and profitable. We just- 
ly regard this as one eminently calculated for the 
comfort and establbhment of the saints. In prospect of 
it^ I feel a concern on my mind to have the presence 
of the Master of the feast^ to be arrayed in the fine 
linen which is the righteousness of saints^ to be deck- 
ed with the beauties of holiness, and otherways pre« 
pared as a bride adorned for her husband. I know 
where this preparation is to be founds and hope to 
receive it from the God of all grace for myself^ and 
would be requesting it from him for all those to whom 
J. minister in holy things. In the pulpit/ and at the 
table of the Lord, I desire to appear for Christy like 
one who hopes to be eternally obliged unta him. He 
is the church's God^ he is my God, and as such I will 
behold him. While J am beholding him, I hope he 
will look upon us^ and feed us as a^epherd. (Text 
for Sabbath, xl. 11.) As to marks and evidences 
of the grace of God in me, though I do not overlook 
them^ yet I will not eagerly follow after them. ' My 
own feelings and convictions satisfy me of my need 
of a Saviour ; and the Gospel I preach to others I de-^ 
sire to apply to myself, resting on it as a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of my acceptation, that Christ came, 
to save sinners. This is my first, my last, my sole 
dependence ; as a proof of it, I love him, and serve 
him, and do in private and public devote myself to 
him. This I have dcme, this I mean to do, and this 
I trust shall never be undone. My Godi the cove« 
naut is sure on thy part ; and I look to thee to secure 
it on mine^— Yes, the word of my God shall stand fof 
ever. Amen. 

. Was alone this day as to human aid ; felt, however, 
as I thoyght, assistance from above, and was helped 
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both in praying and preachmg. Let me take this as 
8 token for good. Proached from Ezek. viL 16, and 
Isa* i. 2. 

Traneni, Jufy 2B, 1808, Saerameni Fast B^ening. — 
Must be humble and thankful the Lord haa not left 
me alone. Felt my heart impressed in the prayer, 
and was supplied with what I thought suitable in the 
few things that were spok^ afterwards. Heard two 
sermons on Rev* liL IS, 16. ^' I know tby works.'' 
Very charaetmstio of ourselves^— *the Lord warm and 
enUven us; the spirit of life from God enter intd us. 
I sit by myself in the presence and under the eye of 
God. Have been endeavouring to cast myself, my 
fiuiaily, and my flocks upon the Lord. Convinoed of 
great guilt and wretchedness, Christ is my only re^ 
fi^e; knowing that a God in Christ makes a grant 
.of himself in the Gospel, have'dedared my accq»tance 
o£ this grant, and said unto the Lord, " Thou art 
my God." My witness is in heaven^ and my record 
is m high, that in the sincerity of my heart I have 
accepted of the Lord to be nqr God ; I cannot think 
he Will n^ject me, I would not indulge a desponding 
tlionght of his good will to me. Particularly on this 
occasion, I request from my God communications of 
his grace> manifestations of his countenance, and aU 
that aid and su^^Kirt of which I stand in need in my 
Christian and ministerial duties. He will, not despise 
the pniyev of the destitute, and I will endearour to 
trust him for his graoe.*—'^ Why art thou east down^ 
O my Kul, and why," &c.. Intend on SaUiaA to 
preach from Luke xiL 38. *' Fear nol^ little flodc," 
&& The subject is encouraging ; the good Shephmd: 
3vill feed me and my flock in this green pasturage. 



Digitized by 



Google 



90 

and my Father will give rae the faith and hope of the 
kingdom before he bring me to it— His I am, 

R. Shirreff. 

Tranent, October S1^1808.*^By the good hand of my 
God I am returned in safety from my joamey. Sailed 
from Leith on the evening- of Tuesday the 1 6th of Au« 
gustj and arrived at Huna in Caithness about ten on S»* 
turday evening* the 20th of the same month ; reached 
my brother^s on" Monday the 92d, and continued with 
him till the 4th of October; went on that day to 
Wick^ where'we were kept waiting for a vessel until 
Monday morning the 17th of that month. Sailing 
across Uie Moray Frith, we were landed at Aberdeen 
next day in the afternoon ; and from thence followed 
out oar journey by land, which was accomplished on 
Friday evening the 21st of October, when we were 
restored to the place of our abode, to the young fa« 
mily, and to the little congregation, in comfort, mudt^i 
I believe, to the satisfaction of all concerned, and not 
less to my own and my companion in travel. On a 
review- of providential occurrences in this excursion, 
the goodness of God is the most striking object that 
presents itself to my mind, and one which should fill 
it with the liveliest gratitude. He preserved me in 
health and strength, and gave me favour among the 
people with whom I sc^umed. We were on a bois* 
terous sea on our return, a day and a night I sat cold 
and comfortless in a little wet cabin, the water lash* 
ing on the deck, and sometimes faUtng into it, and 
the vessel at the same time so agitated- by the wind 
and the waves that I was frequently thrown from my 
seat, and laid flat on the floor. Notwithstanding, the 
Lord was gracious^ keeping us above water, iind pr»; 
serving us in the midst of no small danger. Hia 
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goodness^ too, I consider as visibly manifested in his 
care of the family and congregation at home^ both of 
which we found well^ and nothing material had oc- 
curred to interrupt the peace or harmony of either. 
I must^ in particular^ record the mercy of the Lord in 
affording me regularly on his own day, except one^ 
an opportunity of preaching the word of life to my 
fellow naeri ; the people received me with respect^ and 
^ere ready to receive the message from my moiith; 
they assembled in considerable numbers^ and were 
attditive and serious^ apparently more impressed with 
what was said to them than is to be seen in our con« 
gregations at home. May I hope some good was 
done ! The Lord give the increase^ and send, to hi« 
pec^le here^ and there^ and everywhere; times of re* ' 
freshing from bis presence. Many of them were at* 
tached to our communion^ and but for the distance 
and difficulties whidi lie in the way^ would^ I think, 
make a settlement welcome. To us they were kind 
and hospitable'; I was in my brother's house as if I 
had been at home; I must reckon him and others 
among the rest of my Christian friends and benefac^ 
tors, and try to render unto them a prophet's reward. 
On the whoH I desire now with a humble and thank* 
ful heart to set up my Ebenezer^ and to inscribe on 
it this motto^ ** Hitherto hath the Lord helped,*" 
which was yesterdiEiy the subject of discourse. The 
promise made to Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 15. and his vow, 
verses,- 20; 21, and 22, were frequently revolved in 
my mind. The Lord hath preserved and provided ft>r 
md— -I am come again to my house in peace, and-the 
Lord shall be my God ; my house shidl be his house, 
Diy property at his call, and my life devoted to hi^ 
service^poor returns for such rich receivings. Such 
«s they are I presaifr'^em, and hope tiiey will be an 

5 
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odour of a sweet smelly acceptoble to tihe Loid in the 
beloved. These are mj views and my fedings; the 
impreBaoo, Itnist, will be pemttnent and opentiver 
and as proof of my rincerity and earnestness in this 
little narrative, I pot nly name to it this Slst day of 
October, 1808. RofimT Shirrefp. 

Tnmmi, July 87, 1809. Sacrmmmi Fast evening.^ 
Prayed as usual ca this day, and directed the atten^ 
tion of my people to the consideration of J<^'s 
Episdes to the Asiatic dhurcfaes, in Bevelation ii. 
mi iiL chapters; and heard sermon, by Mr. G. B. 
fi>renoon and afternoon. The truths delivered were 
of deep interest-— the Lord give the blessing. Now, 
alone in the presence of God, and aware that he 
searches and knows me, I do appeal unto him to 
judge my sincerity : in the truth of my heart I 
give myself unto hun^ and would believe that he is 
mine, and that I am his— I have said it, I do say 
it, and through grace I will adhere to it, " Tbs 
Lord is my God." I see a suitableness in him to my 
pase, and am sensible of the grant which he makes of 
himself to me : and, in the faith c^both, I acquiesce, 
and accept, and will trust Nor are evideiiees awant* 
ing ; the Lord in his word, his person, and his work, 
k the objea of my attadiment I love the.Lord, and 
am willing to serve him : it grieves me that ever I 
should feel any alienation of heart from him, and any 
coldness in my poor attempts to serve him. My de« 
sire is to the Lord, my hope is in his word, and my 
dependence is on his mercy.«-.these last lines in the 
xiiL Psdm, *^ But I have all my confidence in |by 
mercy," &c. bespeak my sentiments and wishes ; not 
will I despair of an abundant entrance into the ^^er- 
lasting kingdom, &c 2 Peter l U* Xhi? is mei^ tot 
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be the subject of discourse on Sabbath'^the Lord en* 
large my heart and open my mouth, and give me to 
anticipate what I hope one day to feel. Have been 
at this time particularly concerned for the outpouring 
of the Spirit, and directed to preach and pray on that 
point. I will wait on the Lord, and expect that mine 
and the souls of my hearers shall be as a well*wa« 
tered garden. The needy shall not always be forr 
gotten, the Lord is mindful of his covenant, and will 
not be forgetful of his people— ^^ I wiU pour my 
spirit," &c. &c. Anien, 

- August 1.— -Have been looking over and arranging 
the communicant roll ; find it to be much as it hath 
been for some years past, about 200 and a dozen— a 
small yet a weighty charge ; of these God alone knows 
who are and who are not real in their profession— of 
the virgins in the parable five were wise, and hve were 
foolish— are we thus divided ? The determination ^ 
must be led to him whose eyes are as< a fiame of fire» 
It bec<»nes me to judge charitably, and to act impart 
tially ; the Lord knows them that are his* My re- 
quest is, that he may enable me to preach his word) 
to be instant, &c &c.— Nor can I effect any thing 
without the concurrence of his spirit* Our Lord and 
l^viour Jesus Christ, whose I am, and whom I serve, 
will not forsake me— I have declared my acceptance 
of him, and purpose through grace to abide in him ; 
and I am persuaded, or I will endeavour to persuade 
myself, that he will not cast me off. In this faith I 
would wish to go on, so long as he has any use for 
me. Speaking to his honour, and dying with his 
praise on my lips, ^^ To me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain." It affects' me to meet with coldness and^ 
indifference from any to whom I am a friend — yet it 



Digitized by 



Google 



most be 8am the pieaent stated To the future I look 
forwards when fiiendsbip and love will be witfaoat 
mixtufe^ as well as without end* My dispositioBs^ I 
thinks are peaceable^ and my aim is to follow peace 
and holiness. I hare thoiq;fat it desirable never l» 
enter into contentions with any maa ; and mther 
than do so, to submit to didionour and to injuryi 
Never anxious to vindicate my own character^ nor 
to assert my own rights ; leaving my name, my In* 
terests, and all my concerns in the hand of Go^ 
enabling me to do worthily in my station* 

TraaaU, Dec «8, 1S09— Kept Ihifrday a coi^e- 
gational fast and thanksgiving«-^was akoe in t^ pub* 
lie services. Preached twice; the subjects wese» 
*^ Woe unto us/ that we have sinned." '< It is a good . 
thing to fpw thanks unto the Lord." Pooariy alteodh 
ed; the congregation apparently not half aesattbMl 
This, though > discouraging to m»^ is still worse if 
viewed as an evidence of inconsideration and inatten« 
tion to the providences of God. Wixrldly engager 
ments and occupations may be an obstruction to some; 
but in the case of others^ might they not be forgot* 
ten } Alas ! our case is languid-«»I have felt in my seif 
much deadness and distress. In the dose of the e:cerifa 
cises and since^ my 8{»rit has been flat, and my frame 
heavy^ yet not lost altc^ther to a sense of duty— have 
at least a desire to be humble and thankfuL As to 
myself^ innumerable evils compass me about; in all 
my doings there is sin : none of my works are perfect; 
not one of them can be a ground of dependen ce i I 
betake myself to the pure and spotless rig^iteousnesa 
of my Redeemer, and rest on the atonement made by 
him for all. I look on myself as a debtor totiie great 
Benefactor for all my enjoynlents; to whooi. I wil) 
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fvve tbanbi thmyh «Bd for ^ose glory I voi^ 
•peak tfid aet whfte I live. Sadi is hisgocdnessy that 
Ic9ui.nev«r auffieieatly txtbl]ft;,aiid«ueh ishis pa« 
thoBit aniloog msSBaaog, Ibat he Ib 8tiU betring^ and 
m^^^^oaOing, and rdeliTerii^ me.. Now^ after Inany 
years pravoealioii in the vildeEnass^ my camplsint of 
ttxroQgh haa vetoKiied this winter ivilli ooosiderable 
WfwAty; yet so kq^t tinder^ that it has not disabled 
aoe for my weekly ministerial services. << Sless the 
JLord, OmysQuL" 

Tranent, Maireh. h 181(Xo<-Geiieral &sl^ saeramenti 
aiako witb ii&«-*Inteiiduig on Salibath first to cele* 
brate tibe €^ii^ lo^e of omr Uessed Lord ; officiated in 
Ihe -public services alone: found myself at times sup* 
posted and enlarged to apeak with eamestnesa. Bless* 
«d be 6od» I will hope in him. Be not csst down« 
»y soiil> be will not leave diee dostltate. He is my 
Ciffld^ and I am one of his people ; he is my master, 
and 1 amcfais servant Can I think he will send me 
a warfare on my own charges ? Alas! that ever a dis« 
faonout^ble diongbt of him should arise in my mind : 
I wiU resist these enemies ef my peaces and still ti^ 
lo-enoourege myself m the Xiord my God. But is he 
my God \ Yes: Q my soul« thou hast said unto the 
Jjgxd, ** thou art my God ;" as sudi I have chosen 
iim, and will'*repeat my ch<Kice; and in life and 
death, throu^ his grace, will adhere to it In the 
.simctuary, and in the closet, and at the taUe of the 
.Lord» I have made this choice; and as im evidence 
of it, I feel the bent of my heart and of my 1^ to be 
unto him. No, it is no delusion, (if I dare speak my 
.fixed sentiments and genume feetings,) but the ground 
of faith in the fmmse, and the grant in it, '' I am 
:^lMiai9G0ir JOerelra^eettbig tomyseal 
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that God is true. Concerning the work that is before 
me, I Willi both as a Christian and as a minister^ go 
forward to it, with the gloiy of God in my eye, and 
widi the grace and love of the Redeemer in my heart, 
' not doubting but that he will give me what commu- 
nications are best for me. What thotigh I feel weak 
in mindi and feeble in my nervoas system^ yet the 
sufficiency of his grace is more than adequate to nil 
my infirmities ; and why may I not trust in the Lord, 
with whom there is everlasting strength ? , Yes, I will 
trust and not be afraid, Received notice this even- 
ing of the death of a friend. My time -^iU come * O 
to be ready. Ministers are not suffered to continue; 
I too must resign ; let me occupy till my Lord come, 
and be faitiiful unto death, and then receive the crown 
of glory that fadetii hot away. So help me, O God. 
Amen and Amen. " So shall we be ever with the 
Lord," is intended to be the subject of discourse on 
Sabbath. I am now gcnng to ' seek him, and express 
my dependence upcm faini->^the Lord hear me. 

July 9.9. Sabbath morning, eight o'c^oc^.— 'Now I 
have done, I devolve myself and all my concerns 
upon the Lord, not deficient, as I think, in prepara- 
tion in point of thought, study, &c. I am afraid cC 
self-confidence, which I hereby renounce ; and would 
commit my works unto the Lord, in hope he will es- 
tablish my thoughts. Yes, the Lord Jesus, I hope, 
will be with my spirit, disposing and enabling me to 
speak the things that concern himself. Rev. vii. 1?. 
(Aetion sermon text,) I go again to my knees, 
leaving myself and all upon him. Cheer up, my 
soul, the day of thy redemption draweth nigh; en« 
courage thyself in thy God, and think of the Lamb 
in the midst of the throne, meanwhile, the Lord will 
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Hot leave thee destittite. Having been with' thee in 
so many troubles, be will not forsake theet now—no, 
no ; I will hope to the ei|d; and expect that the faith* 
fiU God will not suffer me to be tempted above what. 
I am able to bear. Every day will not be alike, 
dreary ; the morning cemeth as well as the night, the 
one is ; necessary no less than the other; but that 
day will dawn when the clouds shall not return, nor. 
the night succeed ; the Lord shall be our everla&t^g. 
%bt, and the days pf our mourning shall be en^ed/ 
What a pleasant transporting prospect I the thought 
of it ever be animating and invigorating. Amen. 

Traneni, Dec. 27» 1810.— iWe were employed in 
the exercises of thanksgiving, humiliation, and pray*: 
er ; combining these duties together which the calls; 
of providence unite and require of us; the subjects 
were, Psakn Ixv. 11. and Rom. xii. 4. The goodness 
of Qod in the cpurse of the season was particularly in- 
sisted upon; and the evil of not knowing that it lead* 
eth men to repentance represented as a eause of^ deep 
humiliation before God : to me it should be matter of 
deep segret, the want of feelmg and affection, the; 
want of faith and hope, the want of an ardent and 
operative gratitude. The Lord hath, been a G.od of . 
mercy unto me, he is dealing wondrously with me; in - 
all my concerns, and I am not without an impressioa 
of the countenance of his favour, fw he hath said, '^ l; 
will never leave thee." What manner of person theji ! 
ought I to be? " but the good which I would, I qb 
not :" Rejoice, my soul, in hope, the day o£ thy re* 
4emptkm draweth nigh. Meanwhile, as a unmument 
of God's forbearnig mercy^ let me have much labour, ^ 
fway much, praise much, preach muchj and never 
cmint on any trouble or any expense for his eake^ 

K 
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who remembefith Iiis covenant and his ^nrants, and 
is fkithM to bis promise. I would ncft' pMSUiap* 
tuottsly express my fe^ings and my hopes; but my 
heart does not deceive m(e in the ehoiee I have so 
often made^ and in ttiy present, find all itiy former 
decla^atlonsof adherence unto it. What though I ^neet 
>i»ith grievances and dffllGulties ?— 4t is enough $ God 
is mine—'' all things are yours"—- <he sanctified use of 
idl things is the believer's privilege, and ought to be 
his comfort I am again at the close of another 
year— 'What, O my God, shall I render for the Un- 
wearied and multiplied expressions of thy goodness? 
I can make no returns of beneficence/ nor t>f any 
kind ; but as thou art pleased to uphold m^, send by 
thy power I will goon in diy service, and expect in the 
end to behold thy flMse in righteousness, through the 
gHaice of the Itoikemer, who loved roe, and gave him* 
sdf for me^thougfa' weak in ilutb, I subscribe td it, 

RovttT SxiRRsrr. 

TranefUj Feb. 18, lSli«— >I am a wonder to mysdf. 
Blessed be God, a sense of his goodness, I think, pe- 
netrated my hearty and constrains me to say, ''^What 
ahiyil I render r what ! riiy ^poor self ! yes, and all that 
I have--the Lord does not forsake me. Yet vain 
vexing thoughts Work in my mind, and keep me al- 
nftost in continual fbar f^d agitation. Draw nigh to 
my soul and redeem it; deliver me because of mifie 
enemies. Alas ! that any of these litl^e Hdngs sbduld 
move me. My course has been of consid^mibte leti|;th ; 
it^may soon be run out ; let me so run as to obtain^ 
attd, ndtWithstancUng fears and disoouragemefits, tec 
nie proceed intfie fear of my good master in a finn 
dSpcnde^ice oh tibe sufficieney of his grace, and With 
a fWB^rotpiBct of his coming to me at Amih «AiA » 
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mipf ai^d miry ji>e near; let aU things b^ re«djf--^ii 
dutyj I wc|i44 arirange and settle mj tempmal caof^ 
cevoB, A sketch of which I ^m going to look over, and 
mean to transcriber alter, and correct, as seems to me 
^ and neoiBSsarf, To deeds of this kind good xoei^ 
have been attentive; the divine will is, " set thii^ 
bonse in order/' Would God that in all things I 
miy be hoD^t and cwscientioiis. So help me> O 

Tra9ent4 MflfA £1, J811. Sacranuatf^ Fast, ahoa 
dt^4tf naiiimaf kmiifition.^r'^mr^ this day alone. 
SoM g^mX thewgl*^ ^ tb/6fy^m9m W Bom. ▼!• 
aa. and firfadted i^ tiN? i^Jwpqoia ftop Isaiah xlv. 9- 
Waa OMTsied ftbfo^gl];, li^^CM be #ii suwe^ Now I 
dc^M ta.lopk 'm\9X0f hpa^, and to l^ok up unto my 
Gad«<-*in my heart, these is^ I hopf, soine good thing 
~yes, tiber« in, if I ^^m ^ipt de<0^i^4» s<me knowledge 
mfm» £Hjtb, isom^ Jov^ lUKae 4^^ ; I Wess Qod for 
% m^ would be stil^ aslmg 4^ ^m VO^^ al^ndant 
cwpmunipatjigps of his spepial gopd^M^r jxff feelimes 
atpreseQt wi^ such, that I am. shutup to^ ccmstant 
dependence upon him^-^l do take the^^.Q Lord, to 
be-my God, jQbn^ is my Saviour, fmd the Spirit is 
I9y aanotifier^ and a three-one God Is my hope and 
my jyll* He wiU not i^ me, nor forsake me«-*in dc^ 
fianoe <tf vexing and unbelievipg thougbts, I will 
tnnst and not be afireid, I piu?pose in his strength tp 
go on in his aerviccu making motion ef his right- 
fmsneast imting for his salvaijon, and. looking fixr 
his a)K»eacanee. My great object in my Christian and 
nwisteial evnxse ia toflocify his name ; ^^.Ihat in 
thejvay «f my doty I may be asisflted, comforted, and 
enoceedfid. I wnnU on this ooeasion mdLe a surren. 
der of my poor seh^ unto bim, and cas^all my car«i 



Digitized by 



Google 



100 

upon him ; consent diat he is and will be my God 
for ever and ever, and my guide even unto death* 
Having done so, my request is, that the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, may keep my mind ; 
and that through Jesus Christ this may be all my at- 
tainment, <' kept in perfect peace. Amen.*' 

Tranent, May tS, 1811. Thunday morning, seven 
o'clocJc'^Ytel anxious and perplexed> full of Tezing 
thoughts, and made unhappy with fears and appre- 
liensions. Woe's me, that I cannot be patient and 
•forbearing; whatever the occasion may e, in the 
•distance or disrespect of some from- whom I might 
expect friendship and attachment Yet I must con- 
demn myself-^-it becemets me to be more severe aiid 
unforgiving in condemning myself than any other per- 
son, and never to speak with so much* bitterness 
against the faults of others as my 'own^ Caiinot-I 
fdurm enlightened and benevolent vi^ws 6f human na- 
ture, and under the influence of religious prindple, 
tolerate deviations from the rules of behaviour, and 
forgive neglects in the intercourse of friendship ? 
Should I not remember the manner in which the 
roost innocent have been used ? and ought t not to 
consider him who endured the contradiction of sin- 
ners against himself? But oi what am I complaining? 
of being a little overlooked, a little, neglected, and a 
little discouraged in the way of my duty. One man 
inattentive, another disrespectfol, a third capricioas 
and wavering in his manner, &tc* But may not such 
occurrences be expected? and must I not lay my 
account with then) ? God deals mercifully with me ; 
others meet with heavier trouUes— the Lord enable 
ine to encourage myself in him alone.— «Mean men 
are vi^iity— my soul wait thou on the Loi:d« 
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Trmenif JtHy 9I» 1^11. SacrameiUPaU wimng^mm 
The services 4>f llie day^ witk the day iteelf^ ne eooi- 
ing to a close. My life is wearing on, and will soon 
reach its^cid ;• hat It becomes tne to serve while cp^ 
portuiiity ie a^ded^ and to work while the day lasts. 
Yes; the Lord will not forsake me, and through his 
grace I will not leave him. But whose am I ? and 
whom am I serving i O my soul, thou hast said ttntx> 
the Lord^ '* I am thy servant T This is what I am in 
my Christian character, and in my ministerial capa- 
city. I feel myself inclined to his service, pleased 
with it; frequ^tly comforted in it, hitherto supports 
ed, and not without a lH>pe of fature assistance and 
support, till my life and warftre are conduded. It 
is my desire, which the Master I serve will fulfil, 
^at I may serve him in holiness and righteousness 
all the days of my life. I would on this occasimi make 
a fresh -surrender of myself unto the Lord, devoting 
soul and body, time and talents, and all that I am dc 
have, unto the Lord ; I would be his only, vfhollf, 
and for ever; I cast my family, and giye up my 
fiock unto him, and I will wait in confidence of see*i 
ing the goodness of the Lord in the land of ^e liv- 
iag» CoDftcious of much weakness, I retain the Lord 
as my strength ; of much guilt, I take him for ray 
righteousness ; of much pollution, I view him as my 
sacictifioationi and of great misery, I accept of him 
for my redemption^— in me there is nothing but emp^ 
tiness and imperfection, but I am complete in him. 
I'hese are my prayers and my sentiments, acoomp«. 
nied with a good> hope ^at they lAall be reidued and 
^tfiblished ; faidiful is he wha hatb called me, who 
also will do it. I put ray name to these diings, as 
I would do to wbat^I laiQw.mid wish to.be true*;. 
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and ei^pect that the Lord-will not forget the poor 
. man^ his unwortfaj iervant» . Robert Suirrsff. 

Traneni, Jan. 1^ 1812.— It is God who has kept me 
alive to this day-r-the first day: of another year. I 
would enter upon it with sentiments and prayers of 
gratitude and humility, thankful for past merdes, 
huipUe for past miscarriages, and solicitous for fur- 
ther blessings, temporal, spiritual, and eternal My 
case is necessitous; the wants of it are many and 
urgent, -and. the aids from above alcme are sufficient 
for it. I will not despair. God says to every be- 
liever, as he said to Abraham, '' I am the almighty 
God." Depending upon, his sufficiency, I hope to 
be carried through difficulties and duties, and taught 
of God. I would trust in him for wisdom, prudence, 
and patience, in ordering my conversation aright, 
that I may be useful to some, bear with others, and 
sit loose to all. Perhaps this year I may die ; well, 
if it is the will of God, why not ? my pilgrimage has 
been prolonged beyond many of my cotemporaries ; 
and having, if my heart deceive me not, faidi in God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, death will be my 
gain, and heayen my home ; all other things I leave 
to a .covenanted God. 

Traneidy Feb. 6, 18 IS. Saeramenial FaU, kept on a 
national fasL-^H&d some assistance to-day; preached 
also myself— -the Lord water the seed sown. Have of ' 
late been frequent, and, I hope, sincere in my accept- 
ance of the Lord to be my God : I am warranted to 
call him' my God, and have done it in the sincerity of 
my heart. 1 do it again, and let it be recorded on high. 
He is my God; and py Father^ and the Rock of my 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



108 

sftlvatMO. (fed my heart to be far God, my detiie 
. towards him, my depcnd^ice apon him, my expeo- 
tations from him. I^ can adopt David's expressions 
in many of his Psalms, and make them my own, calU 
,ing*the Lord my rock> my fortress, &c. Truly my 
soul waiteth for the Lord; my salvation is from him. 
I will not distrust him upon this occasion ; I will go 
in his strength, and expect to see his goodness and to 
be satisfied with it. Ps. xxxvi. 8i Jer. xxxi. 14. My 
death may be near, I wish to make it familiar to my 
mind, and to fortify myself against the terrors of it, 
and all the consequences of it; and nothing, I am 
convinced,. can do. this more effectually than faith in 
.the. promises of God, and in the death of Christ, 
whom I do take to be my Lord- and my God, to re- 
deem me from death, and to ransom me from the 
power of the grave. It strikes me, too, that he will 
not forsake me while I live. Hitherto he hath been 
a God of mercy unto me ; his word warrants me to 
hope for the continuance of his merciful loving kind- 
ness ; and believing, I will go on ray way rejoidng. 
The Lord, say to my soul, <' I am thy salvation, I am 
God Almighty." Walk before me, that with ease and 
satisfaction I may proceed in my Christian and mi-< 
nisterial services, till my course is. finished, and. my 
race is run ; then may I comfortably fall asleep in 
Jesus, in hope of his cqming to receive me unto him- 
self, that where he is. Sec, &c. (Text, Sabbatlk John 
xiv. 3.) I close these thoughts, putting ..s^^ii^me 
unto them; and subscribing myself, however un^ 
worthy, the humble servant of the best of masters. 

R0B£RT ShIRBEFF. 

Tranent, April 1, 18H.— Still I feel-my poor shat- 
tered framci more than ordiaarily dei^angjed. Owing 
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todtts, sod tatte iadMNacyortkweatfatP^laa 
pverented fma rt tfwdtH g a IbiMral at Haddii^[t€B, 
aad a graend meadag of the sodafy friendlj to the 
oooverHon of die Jews— have sent my donatioxi, a^oi^ 
with that of two others, by an acqaaintanee. This, 
and aE naoilar institutions amongst us and in other 
oountriesy appear to me eminently cakulatedy widi 
the divine blessing, for the good of mankind ; th^ 
merit enooumgement, and it w pleasing to see they 
are meeting with it. Those, I obsOTve> amongst mi- 
niatera and people who are most dista^fuished for 
their piety and parity are the men who interest them- 
selves in their prosperity, and pray that they may 
have God-speed. Have be^i and am reading Dr. 
Buchanan's Sermons and Researches. What an ex- 
traordinary man ! what a blessing to his fellow.men 
and fellow-Christians.! much of a good spirit is appa- 
rent in him. How God provides and qualifies instru- 
ments for serving himself and his pec^le! I have 
thought what an illustrious character is his compared 
with the most renowned among the infidel tribe ; the 
one pois<ming and destroying the human race, the 
other preaching, and writing, and travelling, for im- 
proving it in science and religion, to make men wise 
for time and eternity. One thing is very observable, 
an unfeigned respect for Ae Bible, and an earnest de« 
sire that all should possess it. Multitudes want this 
invaluable blessing ; but the exertions of the da]^ will 
be subservient to their advantage, and send them a 
gift more precious than the gold of Ophir. In this 
respect I regard the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, and the many auxiliary societies, as institutions 
of great excellence and utility; they will go on and 
increase, till the darkest r^ons are illuminated, and 
the earth fiUed with the knowledge c( Ae Lord as 



Digitized by 



Google 



the waters cover the sea.- Tliere^ arb foudenHs giVA 
us— deaths are frequent — one iix one pkee^ and oHie 
^ in another— «I know not how soon there may be OBfe' 
here; the Lord knows^ and let me wait hi» time. 

' > Tranent, July ^S, 1812. Sacrament Fasi evening.^ii^' 
Have been rather in heaviness this day. Our sfnrils 
rise and fally our framea are lively and languid^ there' 
are changes in our condition^ but none in our state;- 
our God is the same, and our faith and hope in hitt- 
cannot be frustrated I will wait upon the Lord that 
hideth hie ftce from^ the house of Jacobs and I wMI 

•look for hkn. Intend on Sabbath to preach from' 

■these worda> " I will betroth thee unto me for ever.'"^' 
What an honourablls alliance! what a hi^py reW 

^ tion ! My soul> art thou betrothed unto the Lord ?* It 
is satisfying to think of a renunciation of other lordf^, 

': and of a cordial acquiescence with the prdiiosal made* 
My heart is won^ my consent is obtained ; and^ O my 
soul, thob hast said unto the Lord, '< Thok ari tri^f 
Lard" My heart may deceive me, but. Lord, thou 
that knowest all things^ knows that there-h no known 
nor allowed hypocrie^ in^ this profes8i<m, I hope iti 
the LoT-d, and will be his humble devoted servant all 

- the days of ii^y life ; nor will the Lord put me away.* 
Hitherto he hath strengthened and he^ed, and this 

• day he hath been saying uiito me, " Fear not, for 1 

. am thy God." What remains but faith in the pro^- 
mise, and confidence m the Promiser^ tiiat it shall be 
as God hath spoken. <' Lord, I believe;. help thOu- 
mine unbelief." Amen. 

Tranent, March 11,1813. j:t;entffg.«^Naiional'fa8t 
^ The opportunity taken as usual for a congregational 
K&BtpteviooB to the dispensation of the Lord's supper*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ifl8 

This iawtendiea on IM^th fint, W«b by lojwi^f 
tUs diiy-<^|«i|RQb^ Iwice-^sdid not feel great frfBedom 
isithe Miyevy, but felt easy i^d comfortable in pngr/fr. 
The moming pi^yer to-4ay and laat Sabbath was 
the solace and satis&ction of my soul; would to God 
4^ all who joined with me might expeiienGe that the 
Lord is good to his senNOita and suppliants,; and that 
.w« may in eveiy prayer of ours^ and in every pceaoh- 
.wg, know that life is in his favour^ and happiness in 
hia oQuatonanoa. Now in solitude, and by myself, I 
bewail Jbhe.earthliaiesa of my mind» the carnality of «B|f 
affeation%. and the conniption of n^ lieart; if I. am 
dsceixed^ or disappointed^ or imposed.upon in eaiitb- 
]y things, iwhy should it aueprise.or grieve me i sadwr 
let me bear it, and wait on the Lord, attenUvie Jko his 
will and my duty, and bdieve he will tabs care of 
me And mine. Even in this respect he hath been 
mindful of me. My great object is the service of 
God, loid the present and future enjoyment of him* 
With this view, I oommit myself unto bim# and re- 
aign all my oonoenis unto him. That I have done, 
and wiU do, and wiU never undo.. Can I doubt it ? 
God has woought in me a will to do what is good, 
and an abitily in some measnre to practise it Nevisr 
more cemfortaUe than when about my Faiher's bu- 
siness. Praying, preaching, and studying, when I cm 
pray and .preadi and stoly, are the solace and de- 
light of my soul f What at this time, and at all times, 
I request;, may. be my enjoyment. God said uafto 
Daniel by an angel, '< O man, jiisUy beloved, feat, 
not, peace be unto thee.'' Amen. 

Trmni, Jn^'sS, 1S13. Faitfnmrning» eigM o'ciack. 
— iiiave been musiogand praying, and looking w$6 
Ae word, and into my own heart. Mueb weakness. 
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afid wideedniss, and tnmiky wahbs, preset thenisehret 
vttM me; Feel an- hnpresshm of iti jr need of the putm 
donfng and pui^fying- gnuse of Crod^ and of his help 
in the services mcumbent upon i&e. Remember not 
i^inst me former iniquities ; help me^ O God of my 
salvation. Put gladness into my hearty lifb into my 
soul, warmth into my affections^ and energy into my 
ptayers. 

TVaneni, Dec.2fl8lS. Thanksgiving.^-^That^sgiv* 
ing is our dutyy and ought to be our delight ; it glo* 
rifies God ; it praises his goodness ; as a religious ser* 
y^ide, it has been followed with the divine acceptance^ 
^d blessed with the divine countenance. 2 Chron. v. 
IS, 14. We were employed this day in the above 
work, particularly on account of the goodness of God 
in the fruitful season. Providence has been very 
smiling and gracious intm' abundant harvest; we have 
already felt the effects of it, and cannot sufficiently ex- 
press our diankfulness, but should aim at our duty in 
uttering abundantly the memory of his great good- 
ness. As an individual in my private cfaardcter, ttnd 
in my ministerial office, it becomes tne above muiy to 
thank axid praise the Lord. 

Last Sabbath, the 28th of the month, was my birth- 
dliy. Spared to this day in the long suffering of God, 
and upheld in his service ; the use of my reason, the 
faculties (^ my mind, and the' strength of tnj body, 
are in some measure continued. Carried on, tod, now 
niBtiy years m the ilrork of the ministry, and support* 
ed amidst mudi wealmess ; this it becomes me to re^ 
mark widt peculiar gratitude, and ahdidd, as a proof 
of it^ be every; day more ftrvent, more active, and 
mere ititevestcd m faoneuring God my flavour, and 
feeding the chuMi whidi he hath purchased with his 
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0wti Mood. PauFs address to the Men of Ef^i^Mii^ 
lately explained ih the ordinary conrse of my kctitf- 
ing, has, I thitik, been of Hse to me-i^e Lord dispose 
me to consider and imitate. Received, since I began 
this note, a letter informing me of the death and in- ^ 
terment of a connexion, a man much younger than 
me, cut off in the possession of riches-^^But he is gone. 
We have in prospect the celebration of the Lord's 
supper on Sabbath first. I have sought the Lord, and 
would hope he will be very gracious; not that* I 
merit any thing, but he deh'ghts in mercy, and hath 
magnified his word above all his name. My views, 
my sentiments, my feelings, remain unchanged; and- 
all, I hope, unite in determining me to choose the Lord . 
to be my God, and to cleave unto him all the days df 
my life; which, through his grace, I will do. I 
would say to him as Ittai said to David, " Surely in 
what place the Lord my King shall be, whether in 
life or in deaths even there also will thy servant be," 
d Sam. XV. 2 L Amen. R. Shirreff. 

Tranent, Dec. 6, 1813. — The Lord has not lefl me 
destitute of his mercy and truth. In speaking of the 
building up of mercy in the church triumphant, iny 
heart was warmed, and my mouth opened ; the feel- 
ing was pleasant, and the recollection is sweet, but . 
the enjoyment will be infinitely better than both. 
Built on. the sure foundation, the building will pros- 
per till it is perfect; the very hand that laid the 
foundation will finish it; he will bring forth the 
head*stone thereof with shoutings, crying, " grace» 
grace unto it/' I would begin the joyful acclamatioa, 
and hope to make it in life, at death, and through all 
eternity. Let me improve the experience of the di* 
vine goodness in gratitude, lovo; and expectation; 

4 
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endeavouring to be nior« thankful, more affectionate, 
and more confident, that the Lord will continue his 
loving kindness, and carry me through all the future 
scenes of life. I often feel low and irritable, and 
need tq wait patiently, bearing with the infirmities 
of others, and not unfrequently very discouraged and 
distressful; but the Lord has been with me, and 
supports me, and may I not truilt in him at all 
times, and expect similar trials, similar deliverances, 
and similar mercies^ with those which I have already 
experienced : this is, I think, what I may look for in 
the present state ; but I am warranted to think the 
Lord will not fiiil me nor forsake me. He hath said, 
'< I am with thee, I am thy God, I will not fail thee 
nor i&>rsake thee.'* 

<< Engrared, as iD eternal brass. 
The mighty promise shines ; 
Sot shall the powers of darkness raze 
The everlastiDg lines." 

Amen. 

Tranent, July 28, 1814. Sacrament Fast evening.^^ 
I would write as I feel, and record the sentiments of 
my heart ; not dealing falsely with God, nor deceiv<« 
ing myself. I believe I am a sinner, and I feel the 
remains of corruption strong md operative ; iniquities 
prevail against me, the evils which I woiald not, these 
I do, but I cannot do the things which I would. 
With other saints in a like case, I feel, I hope, an ar« 
dent desire for the salvation of God : my soul hasten* 
eth to the Lord, and expresseth its hope of redemp« 
tion from all its sins* Nor am I destitute of some, 
reason to expect this redemption; the Redeemer is 
my choice, he is precious to my soul, I love his sav^ 
ing name, and have experienced the power of his 

L 
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grace, and tlie joys of bis^ salvatioii. No, no.; it ia 
neither deinsiMi nor enthuaiaaoK Truly God iagood 
to Jsrae], his goodness endurelii ooniinuallj. I will 
go on in expectation from it^ for he satisfietii tlielong* 
ing soul, and filkth the hungry soul with, goedneaa* 
Gracious de«ire» conung from him^ and centcringin 
him, must be aceeptaUe unto him, and will be fulfill-' 
ed by him. He will fo^l the desire of them that 
fear him ; he also will hear their cry. It is in my 
heart to look unto the Lord, and to rest upon him* 
His promise is, '^ I will be your God» I will be your 
Father, I will be your Saviour ;" and I will cry unto 
him, " Thou art my Father, my God, and the ]:t>ck 
of my salvation." What else does -my profession, my 
ministry, and my appearance at his table say? I 
would God that on this occasion my heart may be 
enlarged^ and my lips opened, to speak of that most 
transcendent commendation l^e hath given of his love, 
in Romans v. 8. (Action Sermeo Text) The Lord 
aid me. Amen. "^ 

Traneni, Nov. 28, 1814.-— Myh<9iesha,van«t been 
disappointed^ the Lord hath not forsaken. me ; trust* 
ing in him, I have been hdped,: and. my. heart shall 
rejoice in his salvation. I may not be able to say he 
hath deak boui^fuUy with me; but I caoiand wtll.sa.y» 
he hath been very, gradous to me^ ordaining strtiDgth 
and perfecting praise out of my month under great 
ears and discouragemflDts.. This ie« my infirmity^ 
But I will remember wboA the Lord.luOh wrought, 
and would encourage myself in him. He hath up« 
held me, and he will guide me till he receive me^ 
Yet it is fit that I should make the most humiUating 
confession before Inm; weak as a child, ignorantrand 
foolish fis A beast, yet not, left^ not forsaken, nor will 
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be; H« htCh sud, '' I will never leave thee, nor 
Ibrsake thee." HoiuMtssr riches^ relatioiM^ health, 
strength, life, will forsake me, but my God never 
win. In thiB faith I will work, serve^ suflbr, live and 
die. Amen. 

This is my birth-day ; the Lord hath kept me alive 
till this day. Ofiten threatened, stiU spared— what 
shall I render I The Lord be magnified, and grant 
me grace to hdd on daring my, appointed tkne, that 
I may finish my course with joy* and be aUe to say« 
'< I have glorified thee on earth." 

/aji.28,l«li5...*Simav«ryt6ttirmyday. God hath 
ael «U!tke bocdcns of the eaith, and hath made sam« 
mof and winter ; lie gures snow like wool, and seat* 
tefsiliaaivfiiost like adies. Tbeae are bis operations 
whomDBtuM obeys, and whose praise fire» hail,anow, 
miKmr^ endatormy winds dedare. L«t them- elevate 
mjr mind toObd, and'eneoumge me to r^oice in his 
gBBBtaess. How transporting the tfiottght I Ibe great, 
the m^hty, the almighty Lord is 4Mir God« uid will 
be our sure 'and all-sufficient help ! To^monow a 
large audience cannot be expected, nor would it be 
for vdifisalion to prolong the public services* We 
serve an indulgent Master, ho does not require us to 
cto ourselves any harm in his service; he knows our 
bodily infinnitie8> and -does not exact more of us than 
we are enaUed to perform. The Son of Man came 
not to destroy men's lives but to save them. He will 
continue his goodness, {Mtying, and protecting, and 
helping me, his poor unworthy servant, who jfoels an 
aCtachmisnt to his service which he would not ex- 
change for worlds. 



My If 1815.-*C:aiisdou« I am to myself of 
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tnerable infirmities and imperfections. However fair 
my Christian and ministerial character may be before 
men, yet in the sight of God it is grievously defiled. 
I am a man of unclean heart and lips ; I cannot jus- 
tify myself, I must look to the blood of sprinkling, 
and se^k that faith which purifies the hearty and 
works by love. The Lord, I trust, will be merciful 
to my unrighteousness, and give me an inheritance 
among them that are sanctified. Meanwhile, being 
made a Christian and a minister, and obtaining help 
of God, I will not be disobedient ; like Paul, I woijd 
attend to the work to which I am called, witnessing 
to all that hear me that Christ sufiered and died, and 
rose again, and is ordained of God to be his salvation 
to the Jews and to the GentOes, and to the ends of 
the earth. In this great work I will hope in his 
mercy, and {>ray for his presence, thankful for what 
he hath wrought in me, and by me ; and am hopeful 
that he will still stand by me till my life and my la« 
hours are finished. ^' Lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end." Amen. ** This is a faithful 
saying." 

Sept, 5, 1815 — This day the synod meets. Parti- 
cular occurrences forbid my attendmce. The Lord 
preside over and guide our spiritual judges in their 
deliberations, and bring them to an honourable and 
successful issue. The good of the church in its rela> 
tion to the interests of Christianity and the glory of 
Christ, is an important object. May ecclesiastical 
discussions and ministerial instructions be to the Lord 
for a name and an everksting sign, that shall not be 
cut off.— So may the Lord grant. 

Tranent, Nov. 28, 1815. £tWA*(%.-*In the recur- 
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rencc of tliis ^y^ w4i«t ovgfit to be the Mtitimentd^ 
the feelltigs^ ^nd the desires of my soul ? how thank- 
^I for thepMt^ how huti^le'fbr'^e present^ and how 
dependent for the future ? Whatever may be in the 
purpose ftitd providence of God cdneeming me, I 
^will, €Si the ^lotmg of his premise, and by the aids of 
Mb gntce,go forward, betieving, serving, and suiFer- 
"ing, according to bis wiU. Not knowing the fbture 
«ieideitts of tny life, whether personal or domestic, I 
leannot. be wrofig; nay, I must bie right in chusing 
theX<ord to be my guide, my guard, my shield, and 
my exceeding great reward ; persuaded that even 
death shall not be able to break the connexion, nor to 
make » sepamtHm ^between me and him whom my 
soul loveth. In testimony of my Mth and hope in 
God through Christ, I put my name to this writing, 
on this the day of my birth, tiot without some reason 
to assure myself that my witness is in heaven, and my 
record is on high. RoBERt Shirre^f. 

Tranent, Feb. 19, 1816 — I often feel feeble and 
sore broken ; my bodily frame is much broken and 
shattered, and, as I may expect, verging towards dis- 
Mution. Be it so; wheA the earthly house of this 
tabernacle shall be dissolved, there is a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, where, with 
all the saints, we shall flourish in immortal youth, al- 
ways lively, always vigorous, and always in a capa- 
city fbr the services in which we shall be employed. 
Still, however, I am upheld ; the Lord does not si- 
lence me,' nor take me away, nor number me with the 
dead : he hath kept me alive to this day, continu- 
ing me in his service, graciously proportioning my 
strength to my day. But what do I suffer in the 
foresight of my duty through my weakness, despon- 
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dency; and distrust ? This is is my infirmity. I will 
remember the years of the right hand of the Most 
High. In the prospect of another sacramental solem- 
nity, I would trust in the Lord, and go forward. 
" The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want ;" he 
will direct, assist, and support me, and make his 
grace sufficient for me. I shall not die, but live and 
declare the works of the Lord. None of his servants 
are suffered to continue by reason of death ; <»ie of 
them, Mr. Henderson of Dunbar, is removed after a 
course of about fifty years, and is now silent in the 
dust. So must I be at the appointed time ; till then, 
the Lord continue his loving kindness unto me, that 
by his help I may be enabled to serve him and my 
generation according to his will. 

Tranent, Nov. 28, 1816. Congregational Fast and 
Thanksgiving, — Sacrament to be dispensed on Sab- 
bath. Heard two of our preachers, promising young 
men, who, I hope will be enabled to serve God in the 
Gospel of his Son. In my closet and retirement, I 
acknowledge myself to be a sinner ; but a sinner rest- 
ing on the Saviour, and hoping to be saved by grace. 
This is my birth-day; I am still preserved in th^ 
long suffering of God, now upwards of threescore 
years, and more than the half of these in the minis- 
try. O what a miracle of mercy ! what a proof that 
the Lord is good and slow to anger. An end wiU 
come, it has come to three of our brethren in the as- 
sociation since the commencement of this year ; and 
what know I who shall be the next? perhaps the 
writer. Be it so; the Lord, I trust, will make « me 
wUling, and enable me to glorify him in death and 
life. My desire is, that Christ may be magnified in 
my body, whether it be by life or death ; only if the 
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Lord pleases to.spare me, may I be blessed, and be- 
ooine more and more, a blessing to my family^ my 
£ock, and U> all with whom in my little circle I may 
have ax^ intercourse ; sucb^ if I know myself^ are my 
views and wishes. I would be nncere before him 
under whose eye I am> and in token of i^ I add my 
name; amid iJl the varieties of my lot^ adhering to 
my God, Robert SHtRRSFF. 

Traneni, Dec. 2. Mendayi 
« O how shall winds with espial wannth 

The gratitude dedaie 
That glows within my ravished heart ? 

But thou canst read it there.*' 

There is, I must say, a feeling of gratitude in my cold 
heart for the favour shewn me yesterday. Was car- 
ried through my work in the various parts of it with 
some degree of firmness and liveliness, and, may I 
indulge the hope, not altogether without some ad- 
vantage to myself and my hearers. Spoke of our sa« 
cramental supper under the emblem of a feast, from 
Nahum i. 15. '* O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts." 
Did, and do think, with satisfaction on the goodness 
of the Lord in making a feast of fat things for us. 
Let me not cease to pray that the Lord would look 
on Zion, the dty of our solemnities : may the refresh- 
ment so graciously vouchsafed be an occasion of the 
highest praise to the Maker and Master of the feast, 
and an encouragement to me and others to pursue with 
increaang vigour our journey to the better country, 
where, with eternal delight, we shall feast for ever in 
the presence of God and the Lamb. May these 
things be ever present to my recollection, felt after 
many days, and experienced in all their sweetness in 
the last moments of my life. Amen imd amen. 
2 
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Tnment, Jtme 7, 1817<-^Hsv« done fyt Om emi-^ 
nig with iny prefAislion for tcMnnvi^^ ;Stiil i am 
afindd, ovraMnxiouSy and unbeki^viDgy bb if my w. 
fOBvoes ware in myaelf. Contraiy to whatl tew ex- 
fHiienced a (liinnaiid liaies, that when bie^'pre{»V€d 
I ha;re been noat atraoteaed and dtffict^wd, that I 
aaay not trust in nqrsdf^ bat in the Imng Ood, who 
haa(8Bd, <" I will not leave thee, I will not lail thee, 
nor forsake thee." O that, in the faith of these words, 
I o^uld be staong and very courageous in my minis- 
terial labours, taming eeithferto the right nor to the 
left, that I may prosper in all that I do, and whither- 
soever I go. A feeling of my own weakness, and a 
sense of the need of divine aid, are ever present to my 
mind; the jmpressioii is ooBstant, and, Iho{>e» .from 
the Lordi who is my aure and jdl-aulBoieiit hd^. 
The fiaUQWiDg is a good word : " Me ahaU deU ver die 
needy when he crieth, the poor :alBO!, and him that 
bath AO helper.'' ^ O my soul, believe and rejoie^, and 
cast away all thy unbelieving feurs. Amen. Faith* 
fulis thepromise, 

Trunent, Nm. SO, 1817^— -Day ofthatikqgiviiig, hu. 
miliation, «nd prayer, observed on this day, and re- 
garded by us as preparatory te the Lofd's^Sapper on 
Sabbath first With this view^ hints were auggested, 
and prayers were c^ered in the public exercises of it. 
Now I am by myself, I have, I tbimk^ fadings of > the 
divine goodness, a desire to be ^thankful, and a mith 
to be useful. God's patience and £brbaaranoe towards 
myself occur to me as a^ispensatiaa wfaidli shouki be 
met with adnwration, and celebrated with praiae. 
O&sn before, and this evening i^in, David's pious 
resolttti<m ^ blesaing tbe Letd while he:lived> and 
singing praises to biff God jwhSehadiad aipy. being. 
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forms the purpose I would lay down^ and the plan I 
would pursue for myself— yes, by the grace of God I 
will. It is in my heart, and I hope God has put it 
there, to seek his face, to walk in his ways> and to 
deave unto him living and dying. I desire on this 
occasion to repeat my surrender of myself unto him, 
resigning soul and body, life and property, dnldren 
and people, into his hands. Death may be at the 
door, I may not have another opportunity of drinking 
of the fruit of the vine in the church on earth. God 
grant me this as an occasion of comfort and assurance 
that I shall drink it new with toy Saviour in his Fa« 
ther's kingdom. I know not the time of my death. 
It is fit I should beat the disposal of God, but I mdy 
express my wish that death may find me willing to 
die, longing to depart, and ^le to say, << I have a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ;'* 
not overwhdmed with cares about those I may leave 
behind me, resting in the Lord that he will take care 
of them« His promise is, <' thy God, and the God of 
thy seed, I will preserve them, and be a Father unto 
them :" I will add, and let my gracious God say so 
too, " I will be with thee, I will meet with theei 
and make thee joyful in my house of prayer." I 
know not how it is, but I feel that mind and me« 
mory, judgment and reflection, all. fail me if the Lord 
does not warm my heart, and enlarge my affections 
in his service. Not the want of prqiaration, but I 
dread rather the excess of it, with a leaning to de- 
pendence upon it, is the cause of my occasional de« 
presnon. I leave it to God, not wishing to trust in 
myself, but in the aids of his spirit, and the sufficien- 
cy of his grace. 

N(m» 22, 1817. Salurih^f twelve o'cfoci.vNow 
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having done what appears to me to be my duty^ in 
writing, in meditating, and pr^iaring for my minis- 
terial scrrioes to-moiTow, I wonld aooomit it a happy 
attainment to be delivered from all m]^U8andun-' 
believing thoughts, and to have my heart fixed trusting 
in the Lord. I cannot, I ought not, I will not, trust 
in myself. I will again say c^the Lord, "be k my 
refuge, my fcvtvess, and my God, in him wBl I trust." 
He is my kmp, and will lighten ray darkness ; he is 
my strength, and will strengthen me for my duty ; 
wiiy then, my soul^ this heaviness, and why these 
gloomy aaticipationB ^ Chide diyself £at them, argue 
thyself oot of tbsm, rise above them, and exult in thy 
God. Painful expemnce tdls me at times of depres- 
mns and'deseitiafts; but the'^Eomiseassuies me they 
are neither final, nor of long 'continuance* " For a 
SDttll- moment hsLve I ijonakea thee, but widi great 
BScraieB will I gather tiiee ;" his anger enidoreth but 
tt'imneilt, but in his loving kindness ^Rie is oonti^ 
nuanee9 4and I shall be saved. Let me remember the 
yesfs (the chaiiges) of the r%ht hand of die Most 
High, waA enooonge myself to hope, thitt though 
weeping mkoy endure &r a night, joy cometh in the 
morning. The burden of Dumah is very descriptive 
of the varieikies and changes of the Christian life: 
'' Watchman, what of die night ? watchman, wJiat <^ 
the night ? the morning oometh, and also the night: 
if ye will inquire, inquire ye: return, come.*' Yes, 
Lord, and I do come to thee with professions of hu- 
mili^ and unworthiness, but with Jiopes and expec« 
tations of thy great goodness. 

Tranentf Dec. 10. 1817. Wednesday^ 9knen o^obck. 
Must see the hand of God— would recognise it in pre- 
sent -ocottfvences, «nd wish to aequiesee with the will 
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of God in all tinngs that coneem me, 1 feel at pre* 
sent, and have felt for some days past^ mudi relaxed 
and broken in body and mind> as if my poor frame 
were to be diakea to pieoea. Yet the Lord* is gra« 
cion»-*-foimd bim so on Sabbath, particnlarly in all 
parts of my duty. He does n^t, no, he does not for* 
sake them that truly seek his face, and trust in his 
promise. O that I could praise him for his goodness, 
and still rejoice in hope that he will remember me for 
good according to the greatness of his mertrjr. I am 
a&aid I offend-^I may be impatient, and may speak 
unadvisedly at times, but the Lord knoweth what is 
in me, and what I would.be ; he knoweth our frame> 
and will not be severe to mark our iniquities WeriK 
it his wDl to strengthen^ me in body and mind, and to 
re-estabtlish my health»..I would that this new favour 
should . be. to him for a name, and to me for an occa^ 
sion of further usefulness beiate the time of my depar* 
ture ; but if it is otherwise in bis holy purppse, I beg 
to be resigned to the will of the Lord. " Not my 
will but thine be done ; yet, Father, if it be possible 
let this cup pass from me." But h«re am I, making 
David's choice, and presenting his prayer, '' Let me 
fall into the handaof the Lord, for his tender mercie» 
are very great. Amen. 

Traneni, Dec. 27, 1817. Two o*clw?*.— I fe^ still 
much broken and qi^essed, but the Lord is a refuga 
for the oppressed, a refuge in time of troubla I do 
not see how I ^ to be able for any thing to-mam)w, 
unless he is graciously pleased to interpose. I would 
not cheodie to. tempt Providence, yet he hath so often 
made me strong out of weakness, that I fan encou* 
raged to go forward under many discouragements. 1 
hope still he. will be gracious, and fit me for what is 



Digitized by 



Google 



ISO 

; npaa me. I would alao hare my eye to 
him far strength to siifller ; my distresses are occa- 
sionaDj heavy, bat his grace is suffident for me; and 
I pray-fijr the liberal coimnmiicatiaa of it, that I may 
serve him in my o^^ce, and glorify him even in the 
fomaee of affiction. Amen. 

Tranent, Jan. \%, 1818. Qaeo'dbcJ^^— Of each of the 
various incidents of life, it may be remariced, '' this 
is the finger of God." What wisdom, what sovereign- 
ty^ and what goodness, are displayed in the operations 
<^his hand ! One man has his trials of one kind, aae* 
cond has his of another, and so on in an endless va- 
riety ; bat of an men it is universally true that they 
are of few days, and full of trouble. I must observe, 
and ought to praise the merdes of the Lord in his 
providential conduct towards myself. Not without 
many infirmities and afflictions, as may be seen in 
these little notes ; yet the merciful agency of God is 
singularly conspicuous in them. It is wonderful in 
my eyes that I am upheld in my public work on the 
holy Sabbath, though sometimes so enfeebled and op- 
pressed, that I can scarcely move or breathe. He 
gives me ability so as to be beard, and strengthens me 
for attending to my duty, so that frequently in the 
pulpit I forget my weakness, and feel myself strong 
in the Lord, pleased with his service^ thankful for his 
kindness, and hopeful that I am not labouring in vain. 
I must regret that my inability for walking prevents 
me from seeing the congregation at large, and visit- 
ing the sick in particular, as I wish to do ; but my 
blessed Master is merciful, and does not expect to 
reap where he has not sown. Let me be more fre- 
quent and fervent in my private addresses, in hopes 
that the Hearer of prayer will not forget the congre- 
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gatron of his poor, nor the weak instrument he contu 
nues to oversee them. 

Have heard of the death of another of my fellow 
labourers, and of one who has been for some time vi« 
shed with a paralytic stroke, both younger than my- 
self in the ministry ; yet the Lord spares the un- 
worthy writer, and enables him to do a little, though 
far short of what is incumbent. Nor shall I die, but, 
one way or another, live and declare the woriLS of the 
liord, whose I am, and whom I serv^. R. Shirreff. 

Tranent, Jan. 31, 1S18. — I would be ever raising 
a memorial, to the divine goodness— think myself ' 
sometimes so overwhelmed with a feeling of it, that I 
want expressions to utter my thoughts, and antici« 
pate the work of heaven, where we will utter the 
mighty acts of the Lord, and shew forth faiis praises 
according to all that we can desire. It is a persuasion 
habitual in my mind, that a life of fellowship with a 
gracious, and righteous, and merciful God, is the 
happiest and the best. I say this from any little 
experience I have of it, and would be better and 
better acquainted with it. Alas ! that ever I should 
otFend. Is there not a cause ? When tlie beloved 
of my soul withdraws himself and is gone, then I 
condemn myself, and am ashamed of my unkind* 
ness to my best friend and benefactor. But he is a 
merciful God, who does not cast off for ever. To- 
morrow I intend to preach on these words. Psalm 
cxvi. 7. *' Return to thy rest, O my souL" To my- 
self and to others, may they be spoken with power. 
Amen. 

Tranent, Feb. H, 1818. Saturday. — I would be 
for God^ and if I have my life prolonged, would em- 

M 
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ploy it in his service and shewing forth his praW. 
To morrow the subject will be a lecture on the xiv. 
chap, of Job, and a sermon on. Psalm xlviii. 14. 
'' This God is our God for ever and ever," &c, I 
h^ve spoken on similar subjects, and often used the 
same words in prayer, " That this God may be our 
God," &c. I trust thore is something in them as vp^ 
plied to myself; and my desire is, that I may be en* 
abled to recommend him sincerely and affectionately 
to the choice of all that may hear me, that they and 
I may have pleasing and appropriating views of him as 
our gracious^ and righteous, and merciful God; the 
strength of our heart and the rest of our soul finding 
that satisfaction in him which is in vain looked for 
from the broken cisterns of earthly enjoyments. Amen.. 

Tranent, March 9» 1818. Monday morning. -^The 
Lord is sovereign — he may do as he pleaseth— -let me 
humbly submit to his wil]. Did not feel that enlarge- 
ment in his service which would have been gratify- 
ing to my heart. Must however be thankful — though 
straitened, particularly in the sermon, I was upheld. 
He might have made my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth, and silenced me before all the people.. I 
purpose still to adhere to my master and his service, 
and will cherish the hope that he will be gracious to. 
me according to his mercies and the multitude of his 
loving kindnesses.— The Lord will not cast oil* for 
ever. 

Tranent, March 14, 1818. Saturdai/.^No, I will 
not despair — I will look again to his holy temple. 
Feel a desire to please him ; but» alas ! in me there is 
80 much corruption and carnality, that he might just- 
ly abhor me, and cast me off for ever, " But I will 
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not forsake thee/' is his gracious promise, and my ex- 
perience confirms it. Even when deserted and left 
to feel my own deadness, he does not utterly leave 
me ; I may well say, *' so foolish was I and ignorant, 
I was as a beast before thee :" nevertheless, would 
add, «* I am continually with thee — ^thou hast holden 
me by my right hand — thou shalt guide me by thy 
counsel/' Feeble and faultering, and not without 
some hesitation, I express this to be my faith and 
hope, which the Lord ripen into assurance. Blessed 
with this view, it is my duty to wait and to submit. 
But, woe's me, the working^ of die sin that dwelleth 
in me. Lord, how long ; when shall the adversaries 
without and within me be bruised under my feet? 
when shall I rise above and be freed from the many 
that fight against my soul, and prevent me from lov« 
ing and serving thee as I ought and wish to do ? Am 
to preach to-morrow on Psalm cxvi. 9. '* I will walk 
before the Lord," &c. Recommending a life of piety 
and circumspection as imder the eye, in the presence, 
in fellowship with God, and conformity to his wiU, 
as the happiest and the best. And O that I may ex« 
perience it in my Christian and ministerial services, 
thinking with delight on the things of God, speaking 
with power about them, and manifesting in my con* 
<luct a holy, humble, and heavenly conversation. I 
love my master, and will live and die in his service; 
and blessed be God, my attachment to his worlc i^ 
unabated, and will, I trust, rather increase than Mm 
minish. 

Traneni, AprU 11, 1818. Scdurday.-^^«re now 
done with my preparation work for to^^nortow ; but 
the Lord knows, and I ro&j know, that without 
help firom above, my labours are unprofitable. I 
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^rould not wish to serve God with that which cost 
me nothings but there is danger of a spirit of inde- 
pendence and pride, from which L beg to be deliver* 
ed, and taught to place my confidence on the mighty 
God of Jacobs who is the saving strength of his anoint- 
ed. I tremble at the thought of being left to myself 
1 will not indulge it, since the faithful Promiser hath 
aaid, '^ Z tvill never leave thee** Would God also that 
the young ones around me were taught of the Lord, 
and that those of mine own household were moved 
betimes by his spirit ; I see nothing openly wicked 
in them, but O that there were more evident sympi- 
toms of the grace of God. m them ; as also in the 
members of ourchurch^andinall to whom I minister 
in holy things. Am still insisting on prayer from 
Luke xviii. The duty is necessary and important ; I 
would pray and recommend prayer in the name of 
Christ, and by the help of the Spirit, for the mercies 
promised to us in the covenant, and given to them 
that ask the God of all grace.. 

TrmuiUi May 2^ 1S18. Saiurday^^^lt bec<N[nes me 
to acquiesce with the divine will. Have been indi&. 
posed this week; a pain in one of my sides, which 
had been giving me uneasiness for some time, rose 
suddenly to a violent height on Sabbath morning lasl^ 
and made me unable for my usual services on that 
day. The congregation was dismissed after the fore- 
noon worship. It has been and continuea to be easier^ 
and I ought to be thankful.* Have sometimes, I thinly 
a grateful feeling of the happiness of heaven, where 
the redeemed shall be. fully adequate to utter the 
mighty acts of the Lord, and to shew forth all his 
praisesi at least so far as they are competent to the 
wof k. For the present let us praise him ia the highi- 
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iest degree, and let every thing that hath breHth 4nite 
in the same exercise. Anticipating the songs of etttr* 
iiity, let us sing in the valley of tears, the Lord hath 
done great things for us, whereof we are gUd. HaVe 
an assistant to-morrow— ^the work will devolve upom 
him : would wish to pray publicly if it may be con- 
veniently done, this however is at present unresolved ; 
Ae Lord will do, as it well becomes him, with his owti 
what he will. Let David's language be mine: 
" Surely I have behaved myself, and quieted myself, 
as a child that is weaned of its mother ; my soul is 
even as a weaned child. Let Israel hope in the Lord 
from henceforth and for ever." 

Tranent, July 23, 1818. FasUday morning.^^BX'' 
perienced much of the divine goodness on Sabbath^^ 
was supported in the public services of it, and even 
carried comfortably through them. «' Not unto me, 
not unto me, but unto his name be all the glory." 
Let me take this is as a token for good, and an anti- 
cipation of continued encouragement in the work of 
the Lord. This day 1 feel pretty well in my bodily 
frame, but not without some derangement and confu- 
sion in my mind. Occurrences in the present imper- 
fect slate, both of a private and public nature, may 
be expected to give a minister uneasiness ; but what- 
ever they are, he hath a good master to whomi to seek, 
and to whom to commit his cause. This is what I 
would do; casting myself in all my Christian -and 
ministerial concerns on ah almighty imd alUsu/Rcient 
arm which is able to bear, to save, and to help. As 
a poor sinner, I look unto the Lord for mercy ; and 
as a weak unworthy servant of his, I hope in his 
promise^ '^ Lo, I am with you always.'* - 
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Same day* Evening^'^Yei, I havebeen endeavoiu?* 
>Dg to give myself over unto the Lord« eating his 
fleth, and drinking hi» bloody and possessing that 
^texnal life, which is the fruit of his purchase, and 
the happiness of his pec^le. O what a felioity ! But 
Is it mine ? an interesting inquiry. Let me not de- 
ceive myself; no, I am not in a delusion : the Author 
of this eternal life hath long been dear to my soul, 
the blessings it contains are the objiects of mj ac« 
ceptance, the way in which it is communicated is 
agreeable to my mind, and the possession of it here 
and hereafter will, I am satisfied, be the essence 
of the happiness of its possessor. Adequate to his 
wishes; and commensurate to his duration, I consider 
it as a blessed attainment ; interested in it as partial* 
]y enjoyed in this life, and looking for it as the mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ ia the life to come. Such 
are my feelings and sentiments ; my judgmebt ap- 
proves of them as consistent with the word of God ; 
and I rejoice in hope of seeing his face in^ righteous* 
ness, being conformed to his image, and happy, for 
ever happy, in his presence* Would God, my faith, 
my love, my hope, my joy, may receive additional in^ 
, crease and vigour on this occasion ; while what is 
spoke on the subject, Jude 21, (action sermon text,) 
.may be felt by the speaker and his hearers as a word 
in season to the weary. Amen* 

Tranent, Juli^ ^B, 1818. Tuesday. — ^Noliiuig noted 
down since the fast-day ; not imputable to indifier- 
ence, but to a certain impediment not necessary to be 
recorded. I now sit by myself — the haste, the stir, 
and the company attending our sacramental solemni- 
ties, are past; the ordinances have been observed, 
and we are left to meditation, prayer, and improve- 
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ment. The disciples on the Mount of Transfigursr 
tion wm soon deprived of Moses and Elias^ the cloud 
that overshivdowed them^ and the voice that spake 
unto them, <' and when they lifted up their eyes^ 
they saw no man save Jesus, only." It is well^ it is 
enough, if Jesus be still with us, when his ministers 
and people, the visible signs of his presence, are re< 
moved. On a general review of our past exercises, 
and of my own feelings in them, I see abundant cause 
of thanksgiving and joy-— the Lord hath been a God 
of mercy unto me. Felt at the close of the services 
on Sabbath less fatigued than I often do on ordinary 
Sabbaths ; nor was I unfitted to read and to make 
some transient remarks on the cxviii; Psalm on Mon« 
day ; and was succeeded by a brother, who conclud- 
ed the work with the usual benediction, *' and may 
the iove of the Father, the grace of the Son, and the 
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with me, with the 
people of my charge, and with all our Christian 
brethren, from this time forth and for ever. Amen.'' I 
devolve myself and my charge on ** him who is able 
to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless 
before his presence," Jude 2^. 

Tranent, August 7, 1818. Friday, — On Sabbath am 
to assist at North Berwick— no sermon at horoe^ I 
trust to the Lord for a safe journey, and for bis as« 
assistance in my work abroad and at home. Have 
b^en this day looking over discourses for the service 
intended. As usual more anxious I am afraid, than 
humble and dependent, yet not without hope ; the 
Lord will be my helper and deliverer, and will not 
leave njie to myself. Am now less able to serve him 
than when in the possession of greater vigour—'* he 
giveth power to,the faint." I have my changes, and 
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experience the varieties and Tidssitudes of the Chris- 
tian life, bat must acknowledge the Lord has been 
wonderful in his dealings and dispensations. I feel 
and lament many unworthy thoughts rising in my 
wicked heart, but the searcher of it knows whence 
they come, and will not permit me to indulge them^ 
nor lay them to my charge ; I wish ^to be freed from 
them, and regret that ever I should be harassed with 
them : My prayer is, *' Lord, lead me to thyself, and 
fill my heart with feelings of love, gratitude^ and joy; 
cause me to inherit substance, and do thou fill my 
treasures/* I am drawing near the end of my life and 
labours, and it were only desirable to conclude them 
with much of the divine presence, and many antici* 
pations of the joy which is set before me, " until the 
day break, and the shadows flee away ; turn, my be- 
loved,'* Amen* 

Tranent, Ifov. 1 2, 1 8 1 8. — This day was kept as a day 
of thanksgiving ; it was also considered as preceding 
the sacrament of the supper on Sabbath first. Felt, I 
hope, some glow of gratitude in my heart to the hearer 
of prayer, and some power of affection in addressing 
the Father of mercies. But alas! feeble, and languid, 
and much straitened, in a short discourse on these 
words, " Be ye thankful." Experiences of this kind 
teach me humility, self-diffidence, and dependence, 
not on my own preparations, but on the grace that is 
in Christ Jesus. To this grace I must look, and in 
the faith and hope of it I will yet go on, not doubt- 
ing the faithful promiser, who hath said, " Fear not, 
I am God Almighty, walk before me." I find it diffi- 
cult to believe, and am ready to say, '* How long 
wilt thou, O Lord, hide thysdf for ever; remember 
how short my time is : wherefore hast thou made aH 
6 
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men in vain ? where ave thy loving kindnesses P' But 
I must consider that God is a God of judgment^ and 
that tlie most eminent of the household of faith have 
had to hope against hope ; not staggering at the pro- 
mise of God, but judging him faithful, thus let me 
calculate and pray^ <* Lord, increase my fiaith." I 
need now an. increased failh, and will seek it, and 
hope for it, that in the exercise of it I may wait on 
the Lord with patience, serve him with gladness, and 
adhere to him with constancy and perseverance. As 
at this time, I feel often weak and oppressed, but the 
Lord, I trust, will be my helper^ and the glory of my 
strength; and thus aided, the worm I know will 
thresh a mountain, the lame take the prey, and the 
feeble become as David, and David as an angel. I 
add, be it unto me according to my faith, and may 
my faith be so invigorated that the glory of the Lord 
may rest upon me, and diffuse itself all around me, 
visible to others, and felt by mysel£ 

Tranent, Nov. 14, 1818. Saturday. — I doubt not 
the reality of grace where there are many fears and 
much heaviness ^ it has been so with thousands be- 
fore me, it is, alas I often so with myself. £ut why art 
thou cast down ? look unto the Lord, be strong in his 
grace, and confident in his word ; remember how on 
former occasions he hath heard^ and helped, and de- 
livered, and put a new song into my mouthy and 
why should I entertain jealousies and suspicions to 
the dishonour of my God, and the. disquietude of my- 
self ? It i& true I have been in weakness, and in £ear« 
and in much trembling; and is it not wisely ordered, 
lest I should forget myself, and confide in an arm yt 
flesh ? Of this 1 am afmic^ and hope the Lord wi]l 
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direct me to put my trust in him alone. My Chris- 
tian and ministerial experience unite in enforcing 
upon me humility, 8elf-diffidence» and prayer; and 
thus taught^ I will rejoice in the Lord, and hope to 
see his goodness in the land of the living : '' Said I 
not unto thee, that if thou wilt believe, thou shalt see 
the glory of the Lord ; if thou wilt not believe, surely 
thou ^shalt not be established." How often do I vex 
myself in vain—- wherefcH'e am I careful and troubled f 
— let~not relative cares distract me— -God is the guide 
and the guard of his saints, and will watch over theot 
in all places whithersoever they go— be not faithless, 
east all thy car^s on him that e&reth for thee. Amem 

Tranent, Nov. 80, 1818.— Saturday last, the 2Sth, 
was my birth-day. Hurried then with the immediate 
prospect of the Sabbath, I would mention now more 
at leisure the goodness of God in preserving me so 
long in life, and express the desire of my heart that 
the time which may yet remain for me may be still 
devoted to the honour and glory of my preserver -and 
Kedeemer. I am sensible of increasing infirmities^ 
and may anticipate my approaching dissolutimi ; but 
whatever may be the divine will concerning me, it ia. 
the desire of my heart that I may be enabled to glo- 
rify God, and to finish the work which he hath given 
me to do. I know his cause will flourish^ and his in- 
terests will be promoted, when I am silent in the 
grave ; but hope he will not disown one who desires 
to fear his name, and to advance his glory. Such is 
the principle within me, a principle which will not 
be frustrated, and cannot be extinguished. I thought 
it remarkable that the lecture on Sabbath came to be 
in the beginning of the third chapter of Job, giving an 
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accoant of that holy man cursing the day of his birth, 
&c. as if warning me against a similar error. The 
Lord is good* Amen. 

Tranent, Jan. 4t, 181 9. Monday, '^O to grace how 
great a debtor ! Reviewing the texts and sermons of 
the preceding year, the metcies, personal and donjes- 
tiCj and congregational^ I must say, " truly God is 
good." Thinking of his pati^ice and forbearance, 
what a mercy I am not cut down as a cumberer of 
the ground, or thrust from the pulpit into the pit 
My heart's desire, I hope, i«, ** that whether I live, 
I. may live unto the Lord, or whether I die, I may 
die unto the Lord ; and that living or dying I may 
be the Lord's." Text yesterday, Rom. xiv. 8. The 
Lord enable me to act upon it, to make his word the 
rule, his work the business, and his glory the end of 
noy life ; then dying resigned to the will of the Lord, 
commending my spirit into his hand, speaking to his 
praise, and longing to be with himself: this is my re« 
quest, and, I trust, will be in some measure my at- 
tainment during this year, or what time, more or less, 
he is pleased to spare me. Amen. To this I must add 
my memorial of acknowledgment, and endeavour to 
make it, in the import of the word Ebeneser, ^' not 
unto me, not unto me, but to the Lord be all the 
glory." Concerning whom I would say, 

<• 111 speak the honour of his came 

With my last labouring breath ; 
And, speechless, clasp him in my arms,— • 

The antidote of death." 

Well,' fear not, "lam God Almighty — I will not 
fail thee nor forsake thee — ^lo, 1 am with you,*' 
Amen. 
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Tranfint, Jan. 9, 1819. Saturday.— I must, and, f 
hope, I do admire the soverei^ty of the divine good* 
ncss to me and my family — ^young and healthy, and 
all are spared but one, who died in infancy : now the 
oldest above twenty, and the youngest turned seven 
years ef age, and still kept in life, and in general good 
health. Thanka |»e to God for domestic blessing?, that 
neither the boy nor any of the young women are cut 
off by death, nor languishing on ai>ed of sickness^ 
may he who preserves them sanctify and bless tfaem, 
and continue to keep his good hand about them. This 
day a brother on the west of us is laying his eldest 
daughter in the dust, a young woman of amiable dis- 
positions, of good education, and, I hope, of true reli- 
gion, cut off after a short illness, to the great grief of 
her parents, with whom I cordially sympathise, and 
pray that God may be better unto them than many 
such children. Owing to my feebleness, and the sea- 
son of the year, I thought it inadvisable, and next to 
impracticable, for me to attend the funeral. She is now 
numbered with the dead— -perhaps I may be next— 
be it so ; the Lord give me clear views of the King in 
his beauty, and of the land that b ^far off. 

Tranent, Feb. 6, 1«19. Saturday. ^Yestetdsy felt 
very uncomfortable, unhinged both in body and mind; 
to-day much relieved, and can, I think, rejoice in 
hope. The Lord will not cast off his people> nolr 
forsake his inheritance. The impressions i»f weakness 
and worthlesfoiess on my mind are habitual, but the 
worthiness of the Lamb is a balance, and a ground of 
hope that I shall not be forgotten. No ; my desire 
i^ that the Lord may be my strength, my shield, and 
my exceeding great reward ; that my heart may be 
lifted up in the ways of the Lord, comforted and es- 
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Ublisfaed in his service, and favoured with success in 
it ; not running in vain, nor labouring in vain, but 
made the instrument of much glory to God, and of 
muc'li i^ood to men. To-morrow I intend to preach 
on Rom. viii, 9. '* Now if any man have not the 
spirit of Christy" &c. My design is, a view of vital 
Christianity in the heart, which cannot ]^ experienc* 
ed where there is a want of the spirit of Christ; 
'* whosoever has not the spirit of Christ, he is none 
of his." I look forward to next Sabbath, and would 
have the people to examine themselves in relation to 
the work in expectation — the Lord countenance and 
assist. How encouraging to be upheld in my work, 
and to have the proof in myself that Christ's yoke is 
easy, and his burden is light ; my feet standing in 
an even place, and in the congregations blessing the 
Eternal ! compared with this, I would reckon every 
thing else little and inconsiderable* loss, and dung. 

Tranent, March 10, 1819. Wednesday. ^Hht Lord 
hath done great things for us, where<^ we are glad ; 
he hath preserved us in our church capacity, and 
kept us in possession of our Christian privileges. I 
think I have felt individually the meaning of the fol« 
lowing words : « They that sow in tears, shall reap 
in joy." Nor have these in the next verse been un- 
impressed : '' He that goeth forth and weepeth bear« 
ing precious seed, shall doubtless come again rejoic* 
ing, bringing his sheaves with him." These were 
consolatory considerations to my soul, accompanied 
with a persuasion that I have some interest in them. 
I cannot at this time speak in the lofty language of 
elevation, but must rather descend into the lowly 
walks of humility ; cast down, but not cast off; faint, 
yet pursuing, and purposing to go on. My bodily in- 
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firmities have been mercifully moderated ; so limit* 
ed, that they have not risen to a greater height ; at 
present they are more pressing than they have been, 
but our God is merciful, and well knows my frame. 
Lord, mine eyes are towards thee ; guide me by thy 
counsel, and grant me the cheering and invigorating 
light of thy countenance, that I may take pleasure in 
my infirmities, and expect that the power of Christ 
will rest upon me. Think in mercy, too, on all my 
poor people ; I would hope they are not all receiving 
the grace of God in vain. May our heavenly Fathmr 
give us his spirit for the most gracious purposes, and 
in the roost abundant measure. Let us believe and 
pray, *^ If ye, being evil," &c Luke xi. 13. (Action 
sermon text.) 

Tranent, March 1*, 1819. Sahhalh^Thy way, O 
God, is in the sanctuary^ and. all thy providences are 
consistent with thy promises. But how changing are 
thy dispensations! to me it is so— this day confined 
to the house, the doors shut, and the people scatter- 
«d ; — last Sabbath permitted to go out, to assemble 
with the people, and to preach and dispense the sa* 
crament. Feeling much oppressed, and racked for 
^ome nights wi^ the cough, I was persuaded to give 
notice of a -vacancy. And why should I complain ? 
-God hath done me no wrong, he hath done much 
good. If I speak, it must be in the language of praise : 
** He hath not dealt with me after my sins, nor re- 
warded me according to my iniquities." O God, 
thou art my God, I will praise thee. In the solitary 
exercises of the closet, the duties of meditadon, 
prayer, and praise, have been the object of my re- 
gard, though so poorly attended to, that I dare hardly 
mention them. But in prayer I ^nd^vcmredtomake 
3 
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a repeated surrender of myself unto the Lcpd^ taking 
him on the footing of his word» to be my God ; and 
requesting that he may be the God of my children, 
-and my people. Nor will I despair ;.^ he is a promise^ 
performing God ; and it shall be to his poor unworthy 
servant, the writer, according to h»word; to which 
I add my name, and my amen^i, Robert Shirreff* 

Looking back on some of my notes of the same 
kind, it is marvellous in mine eyes that I am not taken 
away ; so often chastened, yet not killed ; so long 
dying, yet not dead ; to the long suffering of God 
this is owing. How long this patience may be exer« 
cised is unknown to me j but my prayer to the God 
of my life is, and shall be, that I may be upheld in 
his service, and become more and more ardent and 
active in it, preaching the word^ and travailing as in 
pain, till Christ be formed in the souls of my hearers 
—so help me, O God. Thus may I live ; and when 
the time of my departure is at hand^ carry me out of 
the world exulting and rejoicing. 

** O spread tliy coTeting wings around^ 

Till all my wanderings cease» 
And at my Father's lov'd abode 

My soul arrives in peace." 

Tranent, March 27» 181 9. Saturday y two o^clocL'^ 
Have been trying to encourage myself in the Lord— - 
feel the exercise very difficult, and at the best, as at« 
tempted by mey accompanied with many fears aYid 
forebodings. Thought of David's experience as re- 
corded in the xviii. Psalm. Happy man ! exulting 
in God as his rock, his fortress, and deliverer ;. assurw 
ing himself the Lord will save the afflicted people^ 
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lighten his candle^ and render him triumphant and 
victorious. What will he not do ? what duty will he 
not perform ? and what enemy will he not resist ? or 
what difficulty will he not overcome? God girded 
him with strength^ and made his way perfect ; gave 
him the shield of his salvation, enlarged his steps, and 
upheld him with his right hand, that he pursued hisene^ 
niies, and overtook^ them, and consumed them. Well 
might he say, " Who is God save the Lord ? who is 
a rock save our God ?" He concludes the Psalm with 
these memorable words, pregnant with consolation 
to himself, and to his believing seed in every genera^ 
tion : '< Great deliverance giveth he to his king< and 
sheweth mercy to his anointed ; to Davidj and to his 
seed for evermore* Amen* 

TranenU April 0» 1819. Saturda^.'^Hsive been 
moaning out my complaint unto the Lord, and shewing 
before him my trouble. Shall it be thus always with 
me ? can I not believe ? I cannot otherwise expect to 
be established. Unbelief is at the root of all my fear^— * 
faith in the promises of God establishes, strengthens, 
and settles — it rests on a solid foundation, and ren- 
ders the believer firm as a rock, against which the 
waves of trouble dash 9nd break themselves. He is 
a wise man who builds his house upon a rock, and 
may defy the descending rains, the overwhelming 
iloods, and the blowing wind* This, I hope, is what 
I have done ; wherefore then, O thou of little faith, 
dost thou doubt ? rejoice in the Lord, hope perfectly, 
and go on, strong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might — the lame take the prey. I have thought 
of some things for to-morrow on Nehemiah's prayer : 
'' Remember me, O my God, for good ; and spare me 
according to the multitude of thy mercies." The 
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Lord, I trust/ will be gracious; he hath dealt very 
mercifully with the children^ three of them have been 
ailing, they are now in a hopeful way. O what shall 
I say ! he wounds and healsy he kills and makes 
alive; I trace his operations, and observe in them his 
loving kindness ; but in all things I need the aids of 
his spirit, and will hope in him for them. 

TranetU, April \Q, I8I9. Saturday, '^Agaii^ moan<i* 
Ing out my complaint, and presenting my request 
that I am so distrustful and io unbelieving, and there* 
fore, so heavy and languid. My request that the 
Lord would strengthen my faith, and rejoice my 
heart; feeling what in unmerited mercy I have oflen 
felt, that the Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a re« 
fuge in times of trouble. He was so on the preced* 
ing Sabbath, and he hath been so to us in all our late 
afflictive visitations; turning our mourning into joy, 
' taking away sickness, and restoring health to us and 
CNirs. " They cry unto the Lord in their trouble, he 
aaveth them out of their distresses : he sent hu word 
and healed them. O that men would praise the Lord 
for his goodness." I intend, God willing, to-morrow, 
some thoughts on the four last verses of the iv. chap« 
ter of Job for lecture ; and on the words of David in 
the XXV. Psalm, 7th verse, " According to thy mercy 
remember thou me, for thy goodness, O Lord," for 
sermon. I know that the way of man is not of him-- 
self, and I wish to have no confidence in myself; but 
mine eyes are to thee, O Lord, my rock, my fortress, 
my detiverer. Why not believe? God hath spoken 
in his holiness—I will rejoice. Fervent superlative 
love, were a desirable attainment ; I hope mine is 
real; Lord make it ardent, powerful, and operative. 
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Impelliiig me to any service or suffering for Chrisils 
sake— sU too litde. 

Traneni, May 1, 1819. Saturday.'^lt will occur ; 
seasons of depression and discouragement ; my expe- 
rience tells me so— not forsaken^ I will look to the 
Rock that is/higher than I. Who else can relieve, 
support^ and deliver, especially in the deliverance 
which is promised by a faithful God in the house of 
many mansions ? I am hearing frequently of this de^ 
liverance in the case of others, let me expect it in mj 
own; and may the prospect gladden my heart. U 
pains me to think that my exertions for the honomr 
and interest of my Redeemer should be so few and 
feeble ; but such things have befallen me, that I am 
dispirited, weakened, and cannot do what I would. 
The good master, whose I am, and whom I serve, wOl 
accept of the will for the deed, and not reckon that 
for a grievous sin which is felt and lamented as a dis- 
allowed infirmity. The power of God to punish sin 
Is terrifying, but the mercy of God to pardon it is 
encouraging. He hath not, and he will not deal with 
US according to our iniquities. Expect two young 
men, incidentally in the place, to preach for me to- 
morrow ; the Lord come forth with them, and speak 
powerfully and impressively on the hearts of all. 
Amen. 

Tranent, May 5, I8I9. Wednesday. — Wakened this 
morning a little before two o'clock, felt the cough se- 
vere, and my breathing difficult $ ^suffered much un- 
easiness for a considerable time: sunk again into 
sleep, and was somewhat refreshed, but still agitated 
and enfeebled. Cannot go out as I was intending-— 
be it my attainment to submit to the divine will, and 
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to adore God in aQ his dispensations. Lettbis suffice 
me ; but were it his holy will to stren^en me in 
bodj and mind for glorifying him on earthy and 
finishing his work> it would gladden my hearty and 
be an occasion of humble thankful joy in himself. Let 
me not despair ; he hath delivered me in six troubles, 
and will not forsake me in the seventh, I will pray, 
•^ O Lord, be gracious unto me, I have waited for 
thee ; be thou my arm every morning, my salvation 
also in the time of trouble." Were his present visi* 
tations to terminate in the dissolution of my shatter* 
ed frame^ I would not ctirse God and die ; I should^ 
methinks, still mention my confidence in the God of 
my salvation, and hope to the end that he will never 
leave me. But» alas ! in me there is much unbelief 
and little faith, and therefore a strong tendency to 
fear. Lord^ be thou my helper, give me con^ortable 
views of the safety of my state, and my interest in 
thyself. Amen* 

IVaneni, June 19> 1819. SeUurday.^-^Jsk thee, O 
my Lord, I put my trust, let me not be put to oonfu« 
sion, let me not be ashamed. Feeling my own weak- 
ness^ and emptied of all dependence on an arm of 
flei^^ I place my hope in.thee; and will»in the midst 
of felt infirmities, rejoice in the expectation of seeing 
thy goodness in the land of the living. The poor 
man shall not be disappointed, few bis God has said, 
'' my servant shall never be ashamed." It were 
highly satisfactory to be aided in tiie work in which I 
am employed; never so active as I ought to have 
been, I am now disabled and enfeebled, and cannot 
exert myself in the work of the Lord. I stir a litUe 
among the pe<^le of my charge, and can preach a 
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littk to them, but feel myself 90 much relaxed that it 
ift not without mudi pain and difficulty; still, bksio 
ed be God, there is a better life before me. What 
idumld attach me to this, unless it were to serve God ? 

that I could serve him with all my mighty and 
with all my heart, and have the sweet experience of 
his gracious presence always and every day, even to 
the end. Believe, O my soul^ and thou shalt be es^ 
tablished ; God is faithful 

Tranefti, July 3, Idip. Saturday.^^l must record 
my painful as well as pleasant experiences. Felt last 
Sabbath m die forenoon as if bereaved of thought and 
reoolleetion, and could hardly proceed; yet was up^ 
held, and went on till I had gone over what was in- 
tended. Was somewhat relieved in the afternoon; 
but even in^my distrest these words occurred: <' He 
shall not fail, nor be discouraged." I must still go on 
in hope ; the God whose I am, and whom I serve, 
will not fail me, nor forsake me : in this confidence 

1 b^^, and win perfi»rm the work to which I am 
ealkd i» the Bervices of word, sacrament, and prayer. 
I ow^h* *** ^ humbi* aad diffident, but would be 
ttnff^ ^^ *« 8""* *«^ » in Christ Jesus. He witt 
^ my rock and my fortress, my glory, and the liStes 
up of my head. He hath done mudi for me, and in 
the dose of my life and labours he will not, I hope, 
castle o£ No^ he hath spoken in his holiness. I 
will rejoicci and find much ground for it, whether 
with respect to strength or weakness, smiles or 
firowns, life or death. The following words are en< 
oburaging: '^ As the mountains are round about Je- 
rusalem^ so the Lord is round about his people front 
hencefinrth even far ever." Psahn cxxv, 4« 
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Tranent, Jufy 17, 1819. Saiuriay.^! will love 
thee, O Lord my strength. Looking into the Song, 
what strong and striking exfMressions occur : I remark 
them» and would be happy to adopt them. I mean 
to-morrow a cursory view of the account which the 
spouse gives of her beloved in answer to the question, 
<• What is thy beloved more than another beloved ?*' 
m chap. V. 9—15. I must go^ in hope of his love 
filling my hearty and opening my mouthy to express 
his unequalled excellency. None but Christ, none 
but Christ, altogether lovely ; of whom I would say, 
•' this is my beloved, this is my friend." Let me re- 
proach myself for my diffidence and distrust; he is 
a friend thatloveth at all times^ he will not fail me 
nor forsake me in a time of need ; my praise shall be 
continually of him, and my boast not in the creature^ 
but in the Beloved, who is the priiise of all his saints ; 
to whom I would say, '< O magnify the Lord with 
me, and let us exalt his name together. HaUelujah, 
hallelujah !" Amen. 

Tranent, July 2£, 1819. Foit-day morning.— T^ 
be publicly engaged in the evening. I take a half 
hour at present, expressing my feelings and desires ; 
I feel, or I ought to feel, my guilt, my pollution, my 
misery, and should bewail my ease, and cry for 
mercy/ Let me adopt Isaiah's lamentation : ** Woe 
is me, I am a man of unclean lips." Present David's 
prayer : '* Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, 
and cleanse me from my sin." I desire, and I hope 
my desires are sincere, that the Lord may show me 
bis glory, and make all his goodness to pass before 
me, countenandng me in his work, and. strengthen* 
ing me for it; so ordering and disposing of every 
thing in it, that all may go on comfortably and pro* 
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great name. I desire^ too^ to embrace this opportunity 
to make a repeated surrender of myself, my family, 
and mj flock, to the Lord, and to do this in the most 
serious, solemn, and impressive manner. *^ One shall 
say, I am the Lord's, another shall call himself by the 
name of Jacob, and another shall subscribe with his 
hand unto the Lord ;" whichi if I deceive not myself, 
I do in the sincerity of my heart, Robert Shirrefp, 
who says, '* yea, mine own God is he," and hopes 
the Lord wiU not reject him. 

Tranent, Jtdy «7, 1819. 2\«MJfly.— Let Israel re- 
joice in him that made him, and be joyful in their 
King. These joys are not always felt in their fuk 
ness, but there is a solid and sufficient support conn 
manicated to the people of God, bearing them up, and 
carrying them on and through their duties and diflbi 
culties; of this I hope the poor writer is a witness^ 
and should be thankful. My feelings were not lively 
on the late occasion, but there was something ezpe« 
tienced wJiich upheld me in my work. Had some 
^comfortable views of the future state, and thought 
^t nothing could separate us from the love of God. 
(Action sermon text, Rom. viii. 38, 39.) Knowing 
in whom I have believed, I would live and die in this 
&ith. Alas ! that ever there should be doubt or he« 
sitation. The Lord hath been gracious, he hath not 
smitten lis in his anger, he hath spoken comfortably 
in the ministry of the word» and much for our conso* 
lation and instruction. May his blessing succeed all 
for his glory and for our good ; whether the instru« 
ment is weak or strong, it is God who must work all 
in all. May he get to himself a name, and an ever* 
lasting sign, that he is Zion's conifort and stabilityi 
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and will bu3d her up in the worst of times and places* 
** Who is God but the Lord^ there is none like the 
Godof Jeshunin." 

Tranent, Sept, 11, I8I9. Saiurday.'-^l expectabro- 
ther from the- south to assist me to-morrow ; hope he 
will come and speak, under a divine influence, the 
words of eternal life. As for myself^ such are my 
common impressions that there is none less fit for the 
important office; but to the praise of that gracious 
God, in whose service I have been so long employed, 
I am not despised nor shunned. I will still adhere 
to my work, and trust that he will uphold and de- 
liver me, sensible of weakness and unworthiness ; but 
he works aa he promises, for his name's sake, and to 
him be all the praise, now and for ever. 

Tuesday last our Synod met as usual. I was a si« 
lent member; I have neither confidence nor courage 
to speak out what I would wish to say, and whi<^ I 
often hear better expressed by others than could be 
done by myself; the Lord knows my heart, and will, 
I hope, pardon my weakness. It was an agreeable 
occurrence at this meeting^ to, see some steps taken 
for promoting the union between the two Associate 
synods ; a measure apparently very acceptable to both 
parties, and which it is expected will be in course xii 
time adopted and acted upon. The Lord hasten it in 
his time, and all the happy results fully realized 
which are presently anticipated. He that scattered 
Israel will gather him and keep him as a shepherd 
doth his flock. 

Tranent, October 28, I8I9.-— Set apart this day for 
thanksgiving, humiliation, and prayer; oommemorat* 
ing the goodness of God m the course of the season^ 
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md anticipating the sacrament of the supper on Sab- 
bath first Have felt, I hope^ some serious impres- 
sions, and presented some prayers to the object of oitr 
worship, neither unacceptable to him, nor unprofit- 
able to ourselves. I must wait the issue. I am aware 
of my unworthiness, and know that my best services 
are polluted and imperfect, but they are to be accept- 
ed in the Beloved. I feel myself weak as well as un<« 
worthy, but my strength, as well as my righteousness, 
is of the Lord ; it is in this faith I must proceed. 
Such are my feelings, that I cannot trust to myself; 
could I express them, they would only be a view of 
absolute dependence, not in an arm of flesh, but in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus, for the salvation of my 
soul, and for carrying me on in the work in which I 
am engaged. It is done ; the Lord is my rock, and 
my fortress, and my ddiverer. Amen. 

TranetU,Nav.6, 1819* 5a^tfn%.—Con^uing still 
easier, I intend part of the service for myself to-mor* 
n>w, and have the assistance of l^r. B. of which I 
tncMn to avail myself. I feel difficulties in the way of 
duty, and am often at a loss to perceive what is best 
to be done ; not to* preach would be a hard case, and 
even to give up any of the public services would be 
unpleasant and undesirable. I must therefore go on, 
loG^g to the wisdom which is profitable to direct, 
and requesting of God that he would shew me his 
ways, and lead me in his truth. O the advantage In 
knowing how to improve it, and to rely upop it; to 
httve divine direction promised, and the benefit of it 
felt. *' Thus swth the Lord thy Redeemer, the holy 
One of Israel, I am the Lord thy God, which teach- 
eth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the. way that 
thou shouldst go" Good is this word of the Lord, 
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may it be fulfilled and experierced in my case. 

Amen* 
, This is a dark and rainy day ; the heavens are 
douded^ the rain^ often in the form of snow^ is in-, 
oesaant ; but the wind is calm^ and the atmosphere 
undisturbed. All things are of God ; he is the ruler 
of the material world, saying to the snow '* be thou 
upon the earth ; also to the great rain and the small 
rain of his strength." We know not what may be 
on the morrow ; but there is a kingdom which ruleth 
over alJ^ in which all is well ordered. 

TranetU, November 1 S, 1 « 1 9. iSa/tf nfoy.— What ! 
shall I be like a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke ! 
Ought I not to learn obedience by the things which I 
suffer? let me behave and quiet myself as a child that 
is weaned of its mother, and let me hope in the mercy 
of the Lord from henceforth and for ever ; he will 
not be always wroth. The morning cometh as well 
as the night ; there is a God in whose hand I am, 
and whose are all my ways ; he will pity, and spare, 
and help me^- I will not despond ; he is a great help, 
and hath no obstructions in his way but what are as 
nothing to htm. I must, I will, and I do go to him ; 
he will not reject me, — he is ready to receive all that 
eome unto him, nor will he put away his poor servant 
in his anger. It grieves me to think of inability for 
his service,*— oppressed, and breathless, and spiritless, 
I feel unfit for the services of to-morrow, and have 
engaged Dr. Brown to officiate for me. This is a 
heavy providence to me, but if it is the will of God, 
let me cordially acquiesce, still thankful and hopeful, 
and expecting to see the goodness of the Lord in the 
land of the living; andmay the Lord speedily interpose 
Midcommand his loving kindness. Amen and Amen. 
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Tranent, Naif. 24, 1^19.— Have beea in beavin^it^ 
for some days past ; feel rather lighter to-day. May 
I not hope the Lord will be my rode, my fortress^ 
and my deliverer? In the midit of nv^ thoughts 
withm me> may I be strengthed with strength in tiie 
inner man. Let me realise the subject of last Lord's, 
day. David was greatly distressed* but David en-^ 
couraged himself in the Lord his God. Out distresses, 
are both of a temporal and spiritual kind ; but under 
them we are famished with encooraging doctrines 
and promises, consolations* wishes*. hape% and eipee* 
tations,— review these* O my soul* and with them 
encourage tbysdf in the Lord thy G«d**-he*wiU hot 
fail thee. Have been chiefly for two days past glanc- 
ing at Dr. Buchanan's memmrs.: What an eminent 
man t distinguished in the providence of God fiir 
boldness* zeal* and activity* I ftel much afiectioni 
for such men* but how it pains me to think of my own» 
inactivity and uselessness. Woe's m% my leann es s* 
my leanness ;— -but the Lord knows what is in me. 

Tranent, Nov, 27, ISip. Saturday, ^^My Gad^^^ 
to whom can I go* thou.woundest and thou healest; 
I roll myself upon thee*«— purely thou wilt not forsake 
me*— 'be mine arm every moming* and my salvation 
in this time of darkness sind di8tie8s*«««mine eyes 
are unto thee. I know in whom I have believed* and 
am persuaded that he is dile to bear* to eanry*. and to 
deliver ; and hope that be will be my stroigthand 
my song; and ray salvation ; in this confidence raise 
me above my fears* and let me rejpice*in thee when 
in weakness* and in fear* and in much trembling. I 
am oppressed* O Lord* undertake for me ; and* cast* 
ing my burden upon thee* may I foel myself sustain* 
ed. This is intended to be the subject of discourse 
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to-morrow 1 mnd 'may I realfxe it in my own «txp^ri« 
enc9^ «nd O let my Lord say 9p alio. Amen^ and 
Asien* 

^ F. S. My caie ia not singular ; David was in the 
deptba, crying onto the Lord; Hemaa waa afflicted, 
and ready to die; Asaph remembei^ad God> and waa 
troubled. Thwr troubles had a happy issue,— when 
4hey were tried, they came forth aa gold, and are 
flow ehimng as stars in the kingdom of our Father. 
May I cbeirish thid hope in apf^icatim to mysdf, 
though for a season^ if n^ be, I am in heavinesa; 
yet the thought will oocuV, ^' Wheretoa is light to 
himthatb in misary, and lift to the bitter in soul r 
Job iii. 20. 

. T^immU, De0. 7, IBia Tuuday^^l ought to be 
ithankfuL The Lord 4ealft mareifally with me. I 
.saw yesterday a boy in the depth of a fever, and « 
young laaa in the last stage «f a xxmanmption : that 
either of these is not my oaae, is in die sovereign 
goodness of God ; to him be the gloiy, and to his 
glory may I liva O that his glory may be ever in 
my eye. I regret that I should do so little for this 
great objeot ; -but the Lord knows that it is not owing 
to aversion. Most gladly would I serve him with way 
spirit in the gospel of his Son ; but such is my weak* 
ness, my dtfHdence, and distrust, that I cannot do the 
things which I would* Methihks it makes life a 
burden to xme, and will make me more willing to 
deave the worid, where I ami(» so little use, I am 
not however without faqpe that faeivho w^ounda wffl 
heal ; he will bring me up again from the depths of 
the earth, that I may show forth his praise in the 
gates of Zion. The Lord hasten his word, to per* 
form it Whether he smiles or frowns, it is mine still 
to adore. Amen. 
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Tranent, Jan. 1, 1820. 5a/«r<%.— Still in the 
deeps^ crying for deliverance^ waiting in hope. I 
lament my weakness, confess my sinfulness, and 
pray, Oh save me, for thy mercies sake. The 
weather at present is very frosty, and a considerable 
quantity of snow is covering the earth ; whatever 
the effect is, it becomes me to acknowledge that* all 
thills are of Gpd, to whom, us my God and Father 
Christ, I have often, and do at present commit 
myself. I am in his hands, let him do with me as he 
pleaseth; my prayer is that grace, suitable and suf* 
ficient, may be afforded. Then, Lord, what thou wilr, 
when thou wih, and how thou wilt ; all is well that 
thou doeat Amen. 

■ Tranent, Jan. 5, 1820.— Have not forgotten this 
day; but, alas! what mournful thoughts does it suggest! 
yet how thankful ought I to be; he hath dealt won- 
drously with me, and will, I trust, continue his good- 
ness till I have finished my work, my warfare, and 
nay life : yee, he hath said, '' I will never leave thee 
nor forsake thee; lo, I am with you always.** Amen. 

Tranent, Jan. 8, 1820. Saturday.'-^JAttle thing de« 
ranges and confuses me,— the Lord stablish, strength- 
en, and settle me, making my f:lith and hope stedfast 
in his promise, that be will be my shield and my 
' exceeding great reward. " Why should I be fearful ? 
have I not known ? have I not heard ? hath it not 
been told me, that the everlasting God, the Lord, 
fainteth not." Isaiah xL tS. 2&. 
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APPENDIX. 



Tub amiable and pious writer of the following pa- 
pers^waSi as has been already stated, the youngest 
daughter of the Rev. William Hutton^ Dalkeith. 
She was bom l6th September, 1759, and died 26th 
Aagust, 1789. Whilst attending her funeral, her 
pious and affectionate father said to a friend who was 
present, ** I bless God for giving me such a daugh- 
ter ;*' and, to show his resignation to the Divine will, 
he immediately added, ^ t bless God for taking her 
away.** 

In the foregoing notes will be found a short sketch 
6f her character, drawn by the pen of her husband, 
to which it is not now meant to add any thing. 
Three of the following papers werepublisiied, several 
years ago^ in the Christian Magazine ; and some 
^ends who have seen them, believing that their 
republieation^ along with somd other of her papers, 
might be productive of good, those relatives into 
whose hands they have latterly come, have, with 
this hope, been induced to lay them before the^ 
public. 
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Nov. 23, 1783. A Complaint— O my i<ml, thy 
goodness is like the morning cloud and the early dev». 
that soon passeth away, — what aileth thee now, that 
thou art wholly at a stand, and that thou scarce 
canst utter a sigh, scarce lift up one feeble wish to 
the throne of grace ? alas I thy folly makes it so,-i^ 
thine iniquities haive sqpanted between thee and thy 
God ; fpr the rock of Israel is a' perfect rock^ and 
there is no unrighteousness in him. Come now and 
let us plead together, declare now, and see if thou 
canst be justified : Didst thou not lately make a solerai^ 
approach to his table, there, didst Uiou not, before 
witnessing thousands, and before surrounding angela^ 
avow him for thine only Lord ^ Didst thou not, in a 
particular manner, take him for thy portion ? Didst 
thou not swear eternal fidelity to him ; and yet, be 
astonished ye heavens, be horribly afraid at this,--* 
those very sins that crucified thy liord, those very 
sins 'that destroy thy peace, those very sins against 
which thou didst swear eternal enmity» thou hast 
winked at,, hast indulged ; and that Lord who was 
crucified for thee, that Lord whom thou didst take 
for thine only portion, that Lord to whom thou didst 
awear eternal fidelity, even him, thou hitst forgotten, 
hast grieved, hast provoked to depart from thee, and 
in his absence lies thy misery. O fatal folly, to foi« 
sake the fountain of happiness, and seek it in shallow, 
streams ! O cursed perjury, to swear to the righteous 
Lord and then draw back I Is there mercy in store 
for such complicated guilt I If sudi treachery^ such 
pequry, such carnality^ and such impiety, ever be 
pardoned> mercy will receive the highest honour;, 
and if he had reason to rejoice who was forgiven, 
oeveii talents, surely one that is forgiven seveQl^y. 
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nni'Beven, should spend a whole fUture life to the 
praise and glory g£ a merciful Redeemer. 

, Seme rules for mjf conduct im Kfe, 1783.-^1. Never 
to be idle» but always to be employed, either in 
working, reading, or writing. 2. Never to take u . 
much time in dress. 3. Not to walk much about the 
streets, but to be as much in the house as circum^ 
stances will permit. 4. Never to give place to vain 
thoughts, but to war against them as the enemies of 
py peace ; and whenever they harass me, to fly to 
prayer as a remedy. 5. To set a watch over my 
whole conduct,, and to mark, down the history o 
every.day. 

WUh respect to mg conduct as a member of society."^ 
1. To be always ready to forgive an injury, and never 
to give way to resentment 2. Never to be angry 
without the best reason, nor let the mind be ruffled 
with a trifle. 3. If in a fiiult^ ta acknowledge it 
frankly, and never to palliate it by framing excuses^ 
or throwing the blame upon others.- 4. Not to 
argue with one iia a passion, any more than I would 
talk to a tempest, but be perfectly silent till the storm 
blow over. 5. Not to be positive in an assertion, 
but always, the first to yield in a trifle. 6.. To make 
no promises but what can be performed, and be 
car^l to perform the promises, that are made, whe^ 
ther they be difiicult or trifling. ?• Not to be over* 
come with evil, but to overcome evil with good.-^ 
$. To learn to sacrifice inclination to duty in things 
indifferent, as the way to lead on to it in greater^ 
things. 9* To be active and vigorous against evila, 
that can be remedied^ but to submit cheerfully 
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Imd without oomplamt to fliose that caimot be helpedl 
10. When in compsuj, to bridle my too much viva** 
dty, and be always readier to hear than to speak.- 1 1 . 
Nerer to make free with an absent character^ and 
always to put the best oonstmotion on people's worda 
and actions. 12. Not to be too ready in telling new$^ 
but sometimes rather to appear ignorant of them^ tiuin 
seem to know every thing. 13. Not to praise people 
to their foce, except when there may be occasion for 
ft $ as it has too much the air of flatteiy. 14*. To give 
no countenance to dander, nor to heat with pleasure 
the faults of others, however just they may be* 15. 
Always to be suited to the present company as fkr as 
sincerity and candour will permit ; if grave, to be 
grave ; if cheerful, to be cheerful, &c. 16. To i^>eak 
but little in the presence of superiors, and ever to pay 
attention and respect to old age. 17* To make very 
little use of proverbs and common- place observations,' 
and to endeavour not to speak so much as to speak to 
the purpose. 18. Not to be too ready in giving my 
•pinion upon isny subject, till it be asked, and then to 
do it with diffidence; especially before my superiors. 

On ITo/ii^fiesf.— -Happiness is the enjoyment of 
good— -happiness Is one of the chief ends of our being 
•^-^appiness is the thirst of all mankind ; therefore, 
all mankind pursue happiness, ^s true they seek it In 
different paths t Some, to attnn ft, dlmb the dazzimg 
heights of ambiiioii ; some, for its sake, submit to the 
sordid drudgery of avarice, #bfle others wonld enjoy 
it in pleasure's dluring scenes. * Is happiness found 
in any of these pursuits I Ah, no ! di«2y with the 
heights of grandeur, many tumble into ruin. Riches 
oflten taketo themselves wings and €y awvf ;- and the 
bright blooms of pleasure often conceal the thorny 
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sting. Not the utmost gratification of our wishes can 
yield us happiness, nor does enjoyment ever come up 
to expectation : So truly sings our poet, 

« They build too low, who build beneath the stars !** 
Where then is happiness to be found ; and where is 
the place of solid joy ? In religion alone : she only can 
bestow what the world cannot give nor take away. 
Are we groaning under the miseries of life ? Does dis- 
appointment thwart our every wish^ and emptiness 
write her name on all our enjoyments ? Be it so ; reli« 
gion draws aside the veil, and opens our prospect in- 
to that glorious world, where there shall be no more 
pain, and where we shall drink for ever at the foun* 
tain of bliss ; and, in this life, religion can sweeten 
every affliction, soothe under every anguish, comfort 
under every loss, and raise and support under every 
abasement. Religion is the highest perfection our 
nature can attain ; therefore, it is our greatest happi- 
ness. Speak, ye^ Saints of God, who best can tell> are 
ye ever so happy as when you find holiness fiourish. 
in your souls? Is there any peace like the peace you 
f^el from a sense of pardoned guilt through the blood 
of Jesus,-— any joy like the joy of the Holy Ghost, 
when h% witnesseth with your spirit th)it you are the 
children of God ? Even the sorrows, of religion have 
their comforts : groaning under corruptions, wrestling 
with our spiritual fo^s, if accompanied by faith, have 
a sweetness in them far exceeding the pleasures of the 
world; for they work experience, and experience hope, 
and hope maketh not ashamed, for the love of God is 
ahed abroad in our hearts. 

August la, 178S. Sabbath Evening.— O, my Lord, 
I have often said, and now I set mj seal to the glo- 
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jrious trtttb* thai thoa art my God ; and nov on tim 
thy holy day, I enter into covenant with ^ee«-^ 
take thee for my God, my portion, and my all-^my 
wisdom, nghteouflness^ sapctification, and redemption 
—my sacrifice, my great high-priest, my intercessor, 
my king, and lawgiver— my enlightener, instructor, 
and gnide : I give myself entirely to thee, and sub- 
scribe heartily to thy method of salvation by grace 
alone. I renounce every merit of my own, and in 
thee idone shall I boast of righteousness and strength. 
1 devote myself to thy service, and through thy grace, 
will make it the chief business of my life to study ho- 
liness, to mortify sin, and to promote thy gIory» I 
cast myself and all my concerns on thy providential 
care : Do unto me as seemeth thee good, only let me 
not swerve from thy precepts, and dishonour my pro- 
fession, and break this solemn covenant ; but do thou 
lead me on from strength to strength, until I appear 
before thee in Zlon. And in thy presence. Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, glorious undivided three, I solemn- 
ly subscribe the same with my hand, and let it stand 
in everlasting record on high. Marjory HuTtON- 

Januari^ 2, 17^5. Reflections on the past year.'^ 
*Tis done, another year has revolved: let me take a 
retrospective of its events. — Ah ! dismal scene ! how 
m^y of my dear friends and acquaintances has it laid 
in the dust I It has pulled from me my sister, my bo- 
som friend, and deprived me of one to whom I could 
<^n the secret recesses of my heart ; yet, blessed be 
God that my dear parents are spared, and are yet en- 
joying good health,—- that I have many valuable re- 
latives still, and that xny own health 2iod reason are 
continued. Let me now look into my soul, and see 
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again recoil at the shocking scene— What abomina- 
tions are here ! Spiritnal idolatry^ ranity, carnality, 
ewtMy mindedness, sloth, hypocrisy, fhrmality, and 
imbelief, stare me on every side. Six thnes have I 
been a partaker of the Lord's Supper; but, ah ! how 
aeldora in a right manner, and after any communion 
with God that I enjoyed, how quickly I returned to 
my folly ! Consequently, how lew tokena of his love 
has he given me; how few smiles of his^countenance ! 
A deceived heart has turned me aside. No sooner am 
I forced from one idol, than I fall down before ano« 
tfaer, and another succeeds to that Even at those 
times when I was most free, how was I carried about 
with vain thoughta, Kstlessness, and lukewammess in 
devotion. How small my progress in holiness ! Nay^ 
compared to this time twelvemonths, I rather seem tb 
be going back. Lord, my soul cleaveth to the dust ; 
quicken thou me, aceording to thy word. Oh, that 
the coming year may be replete with special mercies 
to my soul ! Whatever way I am disposed of, let reli« 
^on be my first, my darling study ; let me be led in 
Wisdom's ways, wUch are pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace. 

April 17, 1785. Vaniiif of the ^orW.— Vanity of 
vanities, saith the preacher, all is vanity. This is the 
testimony of one who had made the tour of earthly 
pleasures, bad attained the utmost gratification of his 
wishes, and had enjoyed all that the world could be* 
stow* Sated with the luscious banquet, he returns 
disgusted, pronouncing ali vanity^ And shall theim« 
portxuit trti^ be told in vain ? Alas \ too much in vain 
to a giddy world, which, di&zled with gtandeur, en* 
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snared with wealth* and drank with pleasure* is deaf 
to every call of experience and truth. And^ ah that 
I should say it ! too often has it been said in vain, to 
me. Oflen have I read it in the word of inspiration. 
To this* the writings of the best and wisest inaU ages 
bear witness; and this* Providence times without 
number* has spoken to my heart with an audible 
voice. No sooner did ^ome supposed excellence* some 
fancied good* attract mine' eye* than* forsaking the 
path of duty* I wandered after the gilded snare. It 
is now within reach-^another comes, it is snatched 
away* it is gone for ever — I stand and look around-— 
all is darkness and horror— I am bewildered in a de« 
sert^-I know not where to turn me— who will direct 
my wandering steps* and guide my feet unto the way 
of peace ? A merciful God hears my call* and again 
am I set on a right way* resolved never to ti^n to the 
right hand nor to the left. In vain did I resolve — A 
butterfly^ a shadow* has again allured my steps* and 
brought me into a labyrinth from whence I cannot 
extricate myself. Gracious power* again do thou save 
me* for I cannot save myself. O teach me* spirit of 
truth* to value the things of life as they deserve. And 
O let eternal realities seize my soul, and transport 
her to heaven* where Christ sitteth at the right hand 
ofGodI 

Ma^ 22, 1785. Sabbaih.'^lt is worth remarking* 
that in the preachmg of the gospel* it is most com^ 
monly the express words of the Spirit of God that 
touch the hearto* either of saints or sinners. I be- 
lieve the experience of the most of Christians will at- 
test the truth of this observation. Little* alas ! too little 
experi^ce have I in religion ; but if any that I have 
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had was not all mere delusion, I can heartily concur 
in the above remark. I would not forget the good* 
ness of God to my soul ; and^therefbre, as a help to 
my weak memory, will set down the texts of Scripf 
ture that I hope have been useful to me. Let me 
never forget the day (4th October, 1781,) when 
that text beamed with such remarkable lustre on my 
mind; 1 Cor. zviii. 30. '< And of him are ye in 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption." Here 
in one compendious view, the gospel appeared in all 
its glory. My heart was ravished at the sight-;— I 
embraced it— I held it as my chief good, and rejoiced 
in it as my portion. The next that struck me very 
forcibly was 1 John ii. 1. ^' If any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the father, Jesus Christ , the right- 
eous." In the character of our intercessor, how amiable 
did Jesus appear to my guilty, sin-sick- soul ! O how 
did I rgoice in him as my intercessor, my high priest^ 
and my all in §11. > The 7th^ chapter of the Romans 
has often afi^ded me great consolation, when oppress* 
ed and overcome by a body of sin*and death. How 
comforting was it to see the most eminent saint groan* 
ing under the same complaint, yet triumphing in the 
prospect of deliverance ! To this I may add. Psalm 
Ixiii. 3 ; and Ezekiel xxxvi. 25, 26, 27 ; all promises 
of sanctification and freedom from sin which I very 
much' need. Isaiah xliv. 22, contains a delightful 
'declaration of pardon and redemption, upon which is 
grounded a free invitation to repentance; this text 
often yields me comfort and joy. Isaiah Ivii. 16. to 
19. is also a very comfortable passage ; so is Jeremiah 
iii. 22. ; fiebrews vi. last four Verses, have been a great 
encouragement to my hopes; and to ray soul laden 
with guilt, how sweet has been the characters of my 
surety, as it is beautifully clescribed in Hebrews vii. 
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&i, 25, 26. ; PluHppians iv, 19. is a large promise^ and 
upon it my 8oal has often fed. Many more I couid 
mention/ btit must stop at present. I shall keep this 
|]^en^ uid continue it, as the merciful Providence and 
grace of God shall give me opportunity. 

On 7ewpto/io».— Temptation, according to my ideas^ 
lies not alone in the horrid suggestions (^ Satan; there is 
a temptation which springs up in our own hearts^ that 
rank soil of corruption. This does not, as the other, 
terrify and alarm, but being a more mslnuattng, is a 
more dangerous foe. Is there any sin, which from ha- 
bit or constitution, doth more easily beset the mind ? 
How readily does the imagination bend all her foree 
that way ! How artfully does she improve every cir- 
cumstance, every opportunity in its favour ! How 
easily does this pave the way for Satan, who-coraetfa 
not with dreadful menaces nor fiery darts*-«the8e were 
useless here. Gilded snares, and bewitching wiles, 
more successfully draw away the soul from God, and 
provoke the Spirit to depart from her, sap the very 
foundations of religion, and carry her down the stream 
of iniquity, and but for the promise^ tbe faithfulnessr 
and power of God, would land her in the gulph of 
endless perdition. Happy the soul who is enabled to 
watch and pray that sfae enter not into temptation, 
who, under an abiding sense of her weakness, andanf 
fd>iding sense of sin, flies by faith to the merciful high 
priest, not only for pardon, but such supplies of grace 
to enable hfr to stand in the day of temptation — ^to 
mollify the power of indwielling sin-^to shake off 
every weight, and the sin that most easily besets her; 
and by faith, to follow ^im who overcame the wicked 
one, and is now set down upon his throne ; with a 
firm reliance on this promise, — «' he that overcometh 
will I give to sit with me on my throne." 
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Preparatory thoughts on the Lories Supper^ — ".But 
let a man examine himselfi and so let him eat of this 
breads and drink of this cup/' This was the.exhorta« 
tion of the apostles, and it h%hly becomes all the par-i 
takers of this hdiy ordinance to attend to it. What 
then are the things of which I am-to examine myself? 
Of my state ; this is a feast.only for friends. Let me 
not then^ like Judas, betray the Sfon of Man with a 
kiss. Hav« I been dee^^y humbled under a sense of 
sin, as offensive to a holy God, and have I fled by 
faith to the blood of atonement as the only ransom of 
my soul ? Do I rely entirely on the merits of Christ 
for acceptance, saying to every other dependence, get 
thee, hence ? Am I satisfied with his laws and govern* 
ment, and is holiness the desire of my heart ? Is the 
sin tlii^t dwelleth in me my greatest burdeni and do I 
Umg to be delivered from it ? Do I wrestle and strive 
with my corruptions, or do I indulge myself in any 
known sin ^ Do I love the (urdinances of God^ and is 
it his presence that I seek in them ? If I can answer 
any of these questions in a satisfactory manner, to his 
grace be all the glory. Let me labour to attain them 
allj as what constitutes the character of those who 
have a right to partske of the Lord's Suj^r. And 
what are the ends I have in view in observing this 
ordinance I They sliould be an obedience to the di« 
vine authority, the glory of God, and the interest of 
my own soul I should go there to obey our Lord's 
dying command. Do this in remembrance of jne : 
There I should go for nourishment to my languishing 
gracesj for mortifioation to my inbred corruptions, for 
strength for my spiritual Warfare, and for graoe to 
help in every time of need. Does any sin lie heavy 
on my conscience \ The sin of unworthy communi- 
cating in my last approach unto God in this ordi-- 

4 



Digitized by 



Google 



160 

nance greatly burdens me. Let me bring that unto 
God ; the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
from all sin, and from this too ; only let me beware 
of the rock on which I have split : that was rashness, 
irreverence, and want of preparation. The prepara- 
tion of the heart cometh from God : let me then im« 
plore it of him, for of all these things will he be in* 
quired of. Is there any weakness under which I Ia« 
hour, any difficulty with which I have to struggle ? 
God knows there is ; my own soul knows there is, 
from her sad experience ; let me take this also to God, 
that he may do away the guilt of it by the great pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice ; and that he may cleanse me from 
it by his sanctifying spirit If I regard iniquity in 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me ; but the Lord 
hath the hearts of all men in his hands, and tumeth 
them whithersoever he will. He can work agunst the 
opposition of naturet constitution, and corruption, and 
Bihew his grace triumphant over them all. Let me 
then depend upon that promise made of old to his 
apostle, nay, to every Christian in every age : ^* My 
grace is sufficient for thee, and mj strength shall be 
made perfect in your weakness." Above all, let me 
strive frequently at a throne of grace, where he dis- 
penses hirfavours, and there lay hold on him by 
faith, and not let him go, till he promise in this ordi« 
nance to bless me; that the Holy Spirit may descend 
In his reviving operations on my soul ; that he would 
send forth his light and his truth, to lead me and to 
bring me unto his holy hill, even the place of his ha« 
bitation ; that my soul may rejoice in the light of his 
countenance, and may in his favour be exalted. , 

FINIS. 
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